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MRS. ANA DANCU CALIN Interviewed March 22, 1977 
(MRS. ANNA DANKO COLLEN) By Pearl Mailath 
Pear] ---what was your husband's name? > 
Ana ———John. : 
P —--That was lones.eeCalin? 
A ——-Yeah, lone 
P -—--All right. Now how did that name come to be Collen? 
A ---when he went to school he toid the teacher his name was "'Calin.'' So she 
says spell it. So he spelled it bike the Komanians do, C-A-L-i-'i. She says 
according to the pronunciation, when you pronounce it Calin, its ''Collen." 
This is the way I want you to have it. From then on my husband used the 
name ''Collen.'! 
P ---Uh, that's how it happened. in school. 
A ---That's how it happened from school. 
P ---ie went to Froebel? = 
A -——-Tolleston. Tolleston is where he went. Then he went to Froebel also. 2 
But Eolleston was the school that he went to. e 
Pp ~ =-—<Jid he come from Europe? 
A ae kight. 
P ———Can you tell me when he came from Europe? 
A -—-ell, he was born in 1904 and he was seven years old, so he must have been 
aaeetf 1911. 
P ——-Uo you know where he was born? What town he's froin? 
“A -—--Yean, from «++ eSebes. 
P ——-Uo you know how he happened to come? Why they came? 
A —--HiiSee.eeMy husband and his motner were supposed to come to his dad. In the 
meantime, they made their passport and ail their transactions. When they 
came here, the father decided he was going to go back to his family so they 
passed one another on the waters. The father went home and they came here. 
r ---And he never came back? 
A -—-The father never came back. And when they landed in New YOrk, they were 


\ 


supposed to come to his dad. And no one could claim them. So they stood S 
there a week...to find someone to claim them because they had to go to some- = 
body. They couldn't stay in New York. So, his uncle had to sign for them. 
He said they will be in his charge. And that was Joe Popescue's dad. That 
was my husband's uncle. 
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---Ohnhh. Well, how did cece 
---They were here. 
---jhey were in Gary? 


--—-They were in wary, right, in Tolleston. 
Father's name was George......eGeorge Calin. That was his dad's name. 
That's where he was supposed to come to America, to his dad. In the meantime, 
I don't know what happened..figuring that maybe they weren't going to come to 
America so the dad wanted to go back to the family and they....passed one 
another on the ocean. 


---Was your husband the only child? 
—--Kight. 

-—-And what was his mother's name? 
--~lona. 

---Was she from Sebes too? 
—--Kight. 


——-So when they came to Gary, do you remember them....ewhat happened....how 
(they managed, did they tell you?) 


-——-well, they came to her brother, my mother-in-law's brother, and they settied 
there for awhile, and she went to work in the bolts factory (Gary Screw & Bolt) 
to support herself and ner son. And after, sne remarried, and her son, my 
husband, went to school. tie worked part-time. He worked all kinds of odds aid 
ends to help out the family. and then we got married in 1930. 


---He was a little boy and his mother had to go to work. So who took care of 
him, do you remember? 


-—--Uh, when they were in turope? 
---iio, over here. 


---Uh, over here? Well, he went to school. See, he was seven, almost eight years 
old when they came here so he went to school. 


——-And she worked just days? 


---She worked straight days, yean, at the boits factory. 
They used to walk from Tolleston ail the way to bolts factory. There was no 
transportation at tnat time. They used to walk. 


---She walked ali that distance? (approximately 2-1/2 miles) 


-—--All that distance they used to walk. And when my husband was fifteen years 
old, he got a job in the bolts factory. He was on that machine where they 
made the bolts. Then he got hurt. His finger got caught in one of the 
machinery, so they was going to give him a timekeeper job. And at that time, 
if you better yourself, some parents thought well, if he's going to better 
himself, he might forget about me. ‘So they had a little misunderstanding. 


ANd she didn't want to let him take the time, you know the timereeecee 
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_=--Uoing housework? 


-—-..he was supposed to be a timekeeper. So then he quit and he went to 
American Bolts Factory to work and she went there....American bridge. 


-—-So, then he worked in the mills after that? How long did he work in the 
steel mills? 


---When he retired, he had forty-three years. 
—--what year did he retire? 
He didd in 1972? 

———'72.eeeeeeehe was Out five years when he died...ehe had five years of pension. 

-—--All right, so then we'll figure it out (About 1924) 

——-eesein the big mill steel corporation but he worked a year and a half at 
American Bridge; then he worked about ayear at the bolts factory. So he had 
about a good forty-six years of hard workesee.in the mills. 

As a child he worked. te worked at Ables Bottling Company, he worked at the 
Post-Tribune, paper carrier, and he did odds and ends,all the time he helped 
his mom out. 


-—-Then, they didn't live with the Popescue's? 


--—-Nio. They bought a little house, four—room house. Aft that time they used 
to call them...i guess little bitty homes, I don't remember. 


——-They used to call them "shanties." 

---"'Shanties" right. i didn't want to say it. But it was a nice, big four- 
room shack. it was really nice because we were supposed to live init and 
remodel it, but tnen, you know, the neighborhood changed, so we moved out. 

—--eeeethe front ang they lived in the beck. They lived in the two room and 
they rented the two rooms up in the front to make a little extra money. That's 
how they lived. 

---Where did you live on Jackson? 

-——-Un 17th and Jacksonesel 5 the coyeahecel S24eeee 

-—-- Kight across the street from Froebei School. 


——-ilo, not quite. 


---You know where Mrs. Kadu used to live? Well, the same street. kKadu lived 
on that corner, we lived just right across the street from them. 


---You were there when Mr. Kadu fell? 
-—--Yeah, because we was neighbors. And he fell off the roof. The message came 
and my mother went over there, and she was like going into shock, so my mother 
rubbed her and trying to make her come out of the shock. I worked for Mrs. Kadu. 
——-You did? 


——-Uh-huh, as a girl. 


c 
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-—--when I was a young girl, during summer vacation, I worked...housework for 
some Jewish people...for tw o dollars fifty cents a week. 


——-What did youUceec. 


——-Wwell, I used to make their breakfast, keep the house clean, and do the 
general housework. 


-—-—-Uid you cook all their meals? 
-—--No, just breakfast. I'd get their breaktast only. 
-—--Uid you live there with them? 


---Yeah, I did. I lived there and I worked....1 got orf Saturday, half a day 
Saturday and went back Sunday morning and made their breakfast and cleaned 
their house and did ail...so then they decided that I should do their jaundry 
by nand. 1! said no. I wouldn't do it. I'm too weak. 


--—-This was just summers during theese. 
—--..eduring vacation, yeah. 
-—--Uuring summer school vacation. 


—--Yean, right. when he came here, 


eeeeea Child seven years Olds,ahe remembered the village, he remembered how he 
used to play some...you know, the young kids used to play tricks on the older 
people...little things..and they used to get a big kick out ofit because they 

had to entertain themselves, the young kids. They used to have a sled and they'd 
go down, oh they used to have a lot of fun. fe remembers. 


He said that his grandma used to watch him how he would eat, you know. They 
used to make "manialiga'' - corn bread — and they used to have milk fromecee 
buffalo milk.s...enot too many people in Europe used to drink buffalo milk, but 
they had buffalos (water buffalos), and his grandma used to hit him over his 
hand because he didn't know how to hold the spoon. Oh, he said he used to get 
a lot of little lickings from his grandmether...how to...table manners and 
everything. His mother used to work, you know. And he remembered a lot. of 
things about Europe. 


---Vid he go to school in Europe? 
--—-Yes, he did. and he had....well, my husbadd knew how to read and write perfect 
Romanian at being seven and a half years old. When he came to this country, 

when he went to school, they were surprised how quickly he caught on to the 
American schoolinge He was smart. He was smart, but I don't know what 
happened, you know. Worked hard and...that's all he knew was work in the mill. 

---lHow much schooling did he have here in this country? 

—--He quit to go to work. 


-—-When he was sixteen? 


-—-Yeahe He went to work at the bolts factory. 


—-—-About eighth grade? 


~ 
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--—-Yeah, right. 
——-You graduated, didn't you? 


——-NO. ceeedidii't go back. They thought that I had enough IQ that I should go 
back. it was a shame that T had to waste my IQ. That's what they told me. 


=—-—-So you quit school to get married? 
---I quit school to get married. There was too many of us in the family, I guess. 
---Well, when times were toughsee. Uid you ever work when you were first married? 


-——-iio, I didn't work until Mary Lou, my third child, was school age. Then I went 
to work. When Mary went to school, I was a fur finisher in East Chicago.ece 
Carson...the most well-known fur shop. I worked there for awhile. I was good 
at it. Then I worked at the drapery. In Tolleston, there was a lady in Tolleston 
had her own drapery shop. I worked there for awhile. I always had jobs, odds 
and ends. when there was strikeseeeremember there was strikes, and you know, 
the men weren't working so I used to work out. I aiways had a job. 


--—-In 1931 my mother-in-law husband used to walk from 17th and Tyler to Sheet and 
Tin Mill and carry 25-Ib sack of flour. He used to bring it to me and I used 
to make bread every day, four loaves every day. I used to bake for the whole 
family. 


---HOw did he get the flour? Free? 


---The Sheet and Tin Mill used to give them flour. That was because they didn't 
have much work, so they used to get flour every week. All he had to do was go 
pick it up. And they would give a sack of flour, 25 lbs. sack of flour. Every 
week he'd walk from 17th and Tyler to Sheet and Tin Mill and carry it on his 
back back home. (about 1-1/4 miles one way) He used to bring it to me and I 
used to make bread for them. And we didn't have money to buy yeast. So i used 
to take a little piece of dough from the bread, 1 used to dry it out and keep 
it, and you just put a little warm water and I used to make my own yeast. And 
I used to make bread that waye Never bought yeast. 


——-She was married again? 


---she was married before Ciorianu, she was married to a fellow by the name of 
Flanciue And he's the one that got killed by the railroad track with Cosgaria. 
There was two of them. They must have been on ...happier days or something. 
They got killed by the railroad track. That was my husband's first step—dad. 


---iiow, how long was she married to him? Very Long? 


---Uh, yes, sne was married maybe about ten years. That was way before I married. 
I didn't even know my husband. He had a step—dad eece 


——-seeeesheet and pretend he was a ghost...and he lifted up..witn the sheet and he 
knocked on the door.e.and the guy was drunk. He came up there and he screamed 
and he run...he runeeehe was on the dirt road two blocks....he run 


f 
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---what do you remember about your father aid mother? 


---I only can remember my dad came to this country in 19...ewhen he was sixteen 
years old. So he was born in 1835, and he was sixteen years Oldesec. 


—--All right. Was he married to your mother? 


---No, he came to this country, he came to Chicago and he was working at the stock 
yards. And then he met my mother and they got married...esee, I was born in 
1914....in 1911 I think they got married, because it took her three years to 
have me. That's what she said. I wasn't born until about after three years. 

I was born 1914. And then they..ee..well, they traveled a lot. My dad, I mean 

he used to try a lot of things. He used to travel. They went to Florida and 
then they were in Uonaldson, Indiana. They were on a farm. The used to travel. 
from here to there. Til finally he decided to come to Gary and settle and that 
WaSeeeeMy sister Mary was born in 1916. About a month before she was born, since 
then they've been in Gary. 


---Do you remember when your mother came to this country? 


---She was twenty-eight years old, as far as I can remember. So she was born also 
in 1885. 


--—-Uid she come alone? 


---Yeah, she came alone. I think she came to her sister. And then I don't know 
what happened there...maybe got married to my dad. Then there was four of us. 


--—-She came to wary? 

---Kight. They came to Gary and they settled here. 

---vo you remember the names of the villages of your parentsa? 
-——-Yeah. My dad came from bradu. 

---And where is that, do you know? 


---Nio, I don't know. All I know is he was from Bradu and ever since he could 
remember, he was servant for the Saxon family. At that time, I don't know what 
happened, but at that time, if they had children, they would go out and work 
and the parents would get so much, and I think the kid would get so much. I 
don't know how it worked out, but anyway, iI know that the family would get so much 
much (from)where he was serving at. The Saxon people had farms and they had 
animals and so he was taking care of the animals that they had. He was sweeping 
the barn with the animals and all that. When he was sixteen years old, he came 
to this country. 


=--Uo you know why he came to the-United States? 


---Well, I think he was looking for a better life, freedom, something that he 
could better himself in some ways because when he was in Europe, he didn't have 
a chance to get an education. te didn't have an educstion at all. Now my 
mother.es.it was a different story on my mother's side. My mother's family ail, 
were business people. Her parents, in them days, they used to call it “erizma" 
Atavern) and that meant like a saloon, here —., and all her relatives were 
business people. Her uncle ran the tile...like they have tiles on houses now? 


He had a factory....tile factory. (used for roof) 
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-<-And then when my mother got married in Europe, her husband was a salesman 
and he had bakery. They ran a bakery. Somehow, I don't knew what happened 
but her husband passed away and she had four children at that time. Une is still 
living, but other three also died. Then she came to this country, met my dad 
and then she had four children with my dad. 

-—-—-Vid she leave her children there? Those four? 

---she left that one. Wo, the three died...ewith her husband. Within a year she 
lost three children and her husband. That's the way it happened with my mother 
in curope. But in a years time her husband died and then three of the youngsters 
died.e and the smaliest one was about hine months old. She left hime.eeewith her 
mothereeseetiguring that if she came with the baby, her mother would never see her 
so her mother said, “Leave the baby here, i know you'l] come back." 

---But your mother never went back. 

——~seeeenever went back, no. 

—--And that one is still living? 


—--still living, right. 


—--Vestem, Sibiu? That's where that half-brother of yours is? Then that's where 
your mother came from? 


—-—Kight. 

---You don't remember the name of the sat? 
———SI1DiUseces 

---Your mother went to school in Europe? 


---ly mother had awful good education. keally did. She was well talented mother. 
she really wase We learned a lot from her. 


---\hen she was here, she had a business too. She had aceee 


---Yeah, she had a business, yeah, she had a confectionery store on 17th and 
Pennsylvania. 


---And she tould read and write. Vid she ever go to night school? 


---For awhile when they went for their citizen papers. They have to go to night 
school, you know, to learn about the country, this and that. 


---No, I mean to learn the language. 

--—-No, she learned it on her own. 

—--Was she able to read English or tne maper or anything like that? 
---Well, she might have been. I can't remember. 

---When did your parents die? 


———My mother died in May in '56 and my dad was buried the last day of the year 
- in '76...n0, '67. i got it turned around. 


ee eee oe —— ~ a ne ee ee oe ee ee ee ~S St Se ee Oe eS 
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-——~Your father worked in the steel mills? 


---Yes, he worked in the steel mills.e..in hot, hot mili, they called it. Gh, I 
can remember when we was kids. He'd get those cramps. They used toee.the men 
who worked in the hot mill, they used to fall in the summer time. They used to 
double up and fall with cramps. and, at that time, the big officials in the 
steel mill.seany man that fell with cnamps in the mill, they would put him in 
the hospital, what they callee’hot bed.'' They put them in a “hot bed.'' Because 
they get these cramps, they could die from them. it's from the heat....over— 
worked. 


And then the big officials would come to the family and 1 remember my mothereee. 
all of us, my mother and all four of us children, they would take us to my dad 
to see him, and my mother used to cry. What happened‘ "He fell from the cramps 
from the milliWhen they worked in those hot mills, those things happen. 

--—-Uid this happen to him very often? 

---Uh, yes, maybe two, three times a year during the summer. They used to get 
these cramps. In the middle of the night..eehe used to work night shift... 
I']] never forget...eand he used to say, "Mrs. UVanko, I don't understand. 

You go through ali this agaony. what seems to be the matter with your husband? " 
You know, he would fall and get these cramps. Working in that...hot mill. 

---liow long would it last? 

---Uh, maybe a day or so. They used to take awful good care of him. 

-—-And then he'd be able to go back to work? 

---Go back to work. 


—--Did you get extra pay for that? 


---Never got nothing extra. but they were awful good because they would come to 
take you and they would take you to the hospital...make sure you got back home. 


vector and everything. They used to have a clinic there. Any steel mill 
Family that were sick, they used to go down to the clinic (Mill Hospital, across 
river on 5th and little east of Broadway - Clinic was on 15th & Connecticut) 


-——-Un 15th and Connecticut? 


---Un 15th and Connecticut, right. The steel mills were awful good in them days, 
I don't know why, but they were really good to the families. 


—--iiow, how far back does this go? 
——Well, I was a small child. I don't remember. 
---Jefore tne UVepression? 


---Oh, yes, before the Uepression, right. Before the Depression. Because I got 
married in 1930, before the Depression. 


i was small. My sister Helen, she was small. Ail of us. The four of us, we 
used to go in that car and the officials from the mill would come and pick us 


up and we'd all go to the hospital to see my dad. 


if 
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---This was in 1925 that you would go to the clinic? 
——-Kight. 
---UVid your father work all along in the hot mill? 


---Yes, he worked all along until .esethe mills shut downeseeel don't know what 
happened. So then, he got transferred. I don't remember where he got trans-— 
ferred.ee.from Sheet and Tin Mill I think he got transferred. And after awhile, 
during Depression, he didn't have enough seniority from the job that he got 
transferred, so then he was laid off and he worked at the W.P.A. (Works Power 
Administration). 


---Then (later) he went back in the mili? 


---Then ne went back in the mill, right. sand that's where he got pension, you 
know, retired pension. 


-—--Uo you know when he retired? 

=—-—NO. 

=—-Now, your parents always went to church, didn't they? They always belonged.... 
---liever missed a Sunday. My mother was very religious, 


---Always were members? 


-—-Always were members. She took us all the time to church, and we were practically 
born under the church. In fact, when I was born..e..I was born in Owosso, 
Michigan, there was no Komanians. There was no Komanian Urthodox Church so I 
actually was baptized in an Italian Roman Catholic church. They figured it 
was something better than nothing. So that's where Iwas baptized. Then when 
we came to Gary, the rest of them were all baptized at this Komanian church. 


---Jo you remember what year you came to Gary? 

-——-Yeah, 1916. 

---Did you go to Romanian School? 

---OUh, yes, Fr. Trutza....we had a lot of fun. 

---Vo you remember what days he had school? How often? 


—--Saturdays, he had Saturdays. Let's see, all day.se.in the morning or in the 
afternoon, but I know it was on Saturday's we used to go. 


-—--Wasn't it also after school? 


—--it was after school too, but I don't remember exactly what it was....every 
eveningeseseit was on Saturday'Seee. 


<——-And what did you do in school? 


-—-Well, we used to learn how to read and write. He used to tell us stores. You 
remember the stories he used to tell us? He used to keep us in suspense till 
the next time to come in because he would stop on a story. it was so interesting 
that we had to come back the next time to listen to the rest of that story. 
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A ---Uh, I remember the beautiful poems that we used to reciteseseeepoems and we used 
sing, and we had programs during the Christmas time. 0,, it was really nice. 

P -—-Where were the programs held? 

A -—-Underneath the church. 

P --—-Everything was underneath the cnurch? 

A ——-Kighte 

P -—--And I think ‘Nos Craciua (Santa Claus) used to come. 

A ---And theneeeyou know, like I was married so then I would buy presents for my 


sisterse I went and I bought a doll for my youngest sister and everything and 
the Santa Claus would give it to the kids. And then they had....ecandy or what— 
ever they had, I don't remember. Uh, it was something. It really wase 


ION DANCU = JOHN UVANKU and ANA HAGISAN OANA DANCU 
Four children 


Ana (ANNA DANKO COLLEN) 
Married John Calin -(Collen) 
Childrens 
John — born 1936 — unmarried 
works at U.S. Steel 


Ann = married to Leonard Mangione 
He works for U.S. Steel - had a band once 
She works for Humiston & Keeling - 9 yrs 
No children 


Mary Lou Elizabeth 

Married Mark Bulgariu — divorced 

Had two children 
Mark Bulgariu Bechtold - 16 yrs 
Sandra — 14 yrs 

Now married to .«.e.-ebechtold 
He adopted her two children by previous marriage 
She has beauty shop with 6 girls working for her 
Live in Viro Beach, Florida (150 miles north of Miami) 


MARY DANKO PUREVICH 
Husband Walter - 
She was former owner of beauty shop on 3td & Tyler for many years 
Has four children 
Marlene -— studying to be nurse — married to Ur. Bob Golding 


They adopted three children (Anesthesiologist) 


Walter - married = 4 children (3 boys 1 girl) 
Gerald — married - foreman in mill - 2 children 
Mary Helen = married — Sokit from Sokit bakery -— one boy 


HELEN DANKO BOSEL = jives in Cromww Point 
Ban - single 
Gertrude —- works at nurshing home — single 
Charles — married — has heart condition (had valve put in when 
he was 12 years §1d) 


JOHN COLLEN SK -— mother IVANA — she was married to FLANCIU over here 
and later she married ION CIORAANU about 1934. She died 
around Christmas in 936. He had died previously. 


Mareh 16, 1977 
Tape Number 4 
Interview With Mary Cergizan 


By Mary Breaz 


This is Mary Breaz interviewing Mrs. Mary Cergizan in her 
home. This is March 16, 1977 and I am interviewing her on what 
the past was for her considering the Romanian times and lives. 

Mrs. Cergizan, can you please tell me some of your past 
of where you got married, where you lived before you got married, 
who you married and different information that comes to your 
mind, please? 

Well, I came formerly from Gary in about 1916. My parents 
had a tavern on Guthrie Street. I started going to the church 
because it was a Romanian church and I met the family of the 
Cergizans. WS went together, my husband and I, and we got 
married in 1920. 

I went to school here, but quit when I was fourteen years 
old because we didn't have to face school. So, then I got married 
and had the following children: I had Victoria, she was born 
latest in 2920;wkEhen:=I had) Mary,in 1921; Emil in 1923; then I 
had Linde in 1928 and after that I lost a little boy. He was 
killed by a truck. In, 19351 I) had: ai little«girl. named, Margie, 
so that completes my family. Well, they all belong to this 
church ( St. Demitrius) from when I moved here. All my children 
were baptized and raised in the Romanian church. Their children 
were baptized and raised in our church. But, now they all 
scattered and are going to different churches. Then, my children 
all got married and I was left a widow in 1956. 

L worked for my sons in the hardware store for twenty years 
and have been living alone all this time doing the best I can. 

Mrs. Cergizan, what type of work did your husband do, please? 


He worked in Inland Steel; he was a crane operator. He 
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worked there for forty years; that's where his life was. 

We went through a depression, but we worked through it and got 
along alright. Our life has been very good and fortunate. Like 
I say, it's ‘been a good :Life*® 

Mrs. Cergizan, what kind of recreation did your family 
have? Did they go to weddings and dances, or play cards or 
anything like that? 

We used to go to weddings and parties and we used to go to 
the show all the time, we'd take in the movies. In the winter 
time, and summertime, we'd go on Main St#eet with the children 
and take in a show and that was our recreation. And at home, 
we had a radio. We didn't have a t.v. in those days. And 
that's all, and the kids mixed in the church affairs and East 
Chicago affairs and Harbor affairs. We. went to wherever we were 
called. That was our recreation. 

Did you send your children to Romanian school? 

No, they never went. Vicky says that she remembers going 
but I don't remember. But, we did have Romanian school at the 
church and she might have gone, but i had forgotten about that. 

Did you have the children learn how to dance Romanian or 
sing Romanian Christmas carolls? 

Oh, yes. They always went Christmas car@dlling. 

Well, I understand that when your family was young, there 
were alot of people in our church and there were quite a few 
doings. 

Oh, yes. There were very many people, but there are so 


Many that are gone. But, like I say, my life has been very good 
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with the church. Our pr@wests have been very nice. My church is 
my church. 

As small as it is, you still go to church and keep very busy. 

It used to be the church was always Filled and the younger 
people would be there. When the kids were growing up, they went 
every Sunday, but after they got married, each one went his own 
way. 

I think all families go through that eventually. Now, can 
you remember very weélthe names of the priests we had during all 
these years? 

Well, I know Father Bungadan. then it was FatherCresan, 
then we had another one, we had Dunca. But ther was one before 
that, I can't remember his name. And now we have have Father 
Popa. We knew every one of the priests at our church. 

During this time, do you remember what things were like 
Many years ago, say before the depression? Were ther very many 
homes around the area or was it more on the bare side? 

No, there were very many homes and all the population was 
Romanian, or so it seemed. They were all bunched up and they all 
lived on Pennsylvania or Blosk Avenues. It was all Romanians 
on Butternut and Main Street. The Jeorse's, the Constantines", 
everybody was Romanian. And they all went to either the Orthodox 
church “or .thée “Catholic church. “Mrs< Nand and .the Christia's, 
they were all around me with their families. We'd always meet 
at “ditrevent “affairs. It was a nice, good Romanian Life and we'd 
participate in all the affairs, whether it was the dances or 


the weddings or anything else. They had them up at the hall on 
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Father Lazar's parrish. 

Did you ever have family picnics? Or alot of church picnics 
Many years ago? 

Yes, we'd have family picnmtcs. Iknow we'd have alot of 
affairs at the church, then we'd have alot of affairs at the 
Black Oak area and at Docias ( another picnic ground). We'd 
always cook placentas ( Romanian pastry ) and mititea ( long 
hamburgers seasoned in garlic ) and getting all greased up 

and messed up, but we used to have so much fun. We sure enjoyed 
them. 

Did you ever go with your family or the Cergizan family, 
you immediate family, to the beach or the Bunes or any place 
like that? 

We always used to go here to the Harbor beaches when my 
children we growing up. We'd pack up a basket and take a lunch 
and go up at the lake front. The kids would go swimming and we'd 
go walking, never had the use of a car, and spent the day. Then, 
when their daddy would come home from work, we'd head home 
and fix the supper. Then, we used to have family picnics, we'd 
go to the Gary beaches. We'd go to Marquette and have family 
Picnmcs with family or friends. We'd take a lunch and spend 
the day there. We had a car by then. We always went as a 
family all over while the kids were growing up. 

I remember hearing of how close your family was always doing 
things together. Did you get together for the holidays, too, 
with your immediate family? 


All the time. After we went to church, we'd automatically 
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stop at the mother-in-law's houses while they were all living. 
Then the sister-in-law was living next door. Then the whole 
bunch would get together at Easter and Christmas. We'd all go 

to church like we do now. Then, we'd stop at Grandma's house, 

we used to call her Mamatuna. would make some scovari ( a 

raised doughnut without a little hole ) or she'd bake something. 
Everybody had coffee and cake when they were there. There wasn't 
a Sunday that we went to church with the family that we didn't 
stop at Grandma's house. We'd visit with them, maybe get into 

an aggument, but cool down and go home, 

Those were really the good ol' days. 

They really were. We sure enjoyed them, I'm telling you. 

Do you remember very much of the depression times and 
what the families did? 

I know when we went through the depression, we lost our 
home. It was a hard life because the men weren't working. The 
mills had to lay off, so the men didn't get much work to support 
the family. At the beginning of fall, we'd get a sack of 
potatoes and a sack of onions. We'd put a barrell of cabbage 
and butcher a pig and live on it. Then, of course, ofher things 
from the store. But you'd have to go in debt, I never went on 
welfare, but I had a close friend who had a grocery shop and 
she gave me whatever I needed. Of course, when it was all omer, 
I paid her back when we could. 

There was a real close sense of helping each other at that 
time, like in the pioneer days, I imagine. 


Mrs. Cergizan, would you tell me a little more of your 
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backround of when your husband was living of the things that 
he did forthe Ghurch “and you did, too? 

Anytime there was an affair, we would help the church, 
my husband would always be the one to take care of the altar, 
of the cleaning up, he'd take care of the painting, did what- 
ever he could without getting paid for it. He never expected 
to get +paidyfor ‘it; it-was out: of his*:goodrheart. Like I 
said, they always had an affair, like for St. Maria, they'd 
have a chicken dinner. We!d make q big dinner and sell tickets. 
We always participated and helped. We always had a fish dinner 
in February., every single year, and we would take care of the 
work. Ther were five or six women that wlways went there, 
we were never excluded from that bunch. 

Who were these women, please? 

Ther was Mrs.Mrs. Porter, Mrs. Nan, my sister-in-law 
Dafina, my sister-in-law Mrs. Elish, and Ann Sabo and myself. 
These were the group of women who everybody depended on to do 
the work. We always did hhe cooking and would stay day and 
night just to finish it. We'd wash the dmshes an d clear 
and everything that needed to be done. 

That was really wonderful, I remember those times. 

They always had very big affairs. 

Now, I understand that your children are not in the church, 
but they still pay dues. 

Yes, my kxwmw two sons still pay dues here and my daughter 
from Valpo does, too. My oldest daughter, she's remarried to 


Henry Macy, and they still pay dues. The only one that doesn't 


page -7- 


pay dues is my daughter mn Fort Wayne. She's out of the district, 
s® she belongs to an American church there. 

They also donate for some of the things we have. 

Yes, they always do. The boys don't go to church because 
their wives are American and don't understand what the priest 
is saying, so they go somewhere else but still pay their dues. 

Did any of your children or grandchildren go to college? 

No, none of my children went to college. My grandchildren 
have gone. I've got a couple of them that are teachers. in 
fact, two or three of them are. They went to college. All 
of my oldest son's children have gone to college. Then, 
my daughter that's a widow in Valporaiso has a daughter that 
is teaching, and the rest of her kids have also gone to college. 
They worked their way through with a little help from their 
mother. They are all doing good, all grown up and living on 
their own and making a good life. 

Did any of your sons go to the army? 

Both of my soms were in the army. My oldest son was in 
Germany and was wounded there. But he finished school and 
enlisted, we had tp sign for him. He stayed in for three years or 
until he was wounded, then came home. My youngest son, when 
he finished school, he enlisted and he went to Japan. He was 
a paratrooper, they were both parateoopers. They put in their 
years and came home and got married. 

How many grandchildren do you have? 

I've got fifteen grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 


We just got a new addition to the family in Florida, Chuck 
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Porter and his wife just had a baby. They've been married 
eight years and they finally got a child. They are so thrilled. 

Thats' one thing they could always say about your family, 
everyone is so warm andi friendly and happy. 

Anything that happens in the family, everyone is thrilled 
about. 

Do you get together with your family very often? 

Oh, I get together with them all the time. Either one 
of the kids come here or, last night, one of my sons came over 
and took me out to dinner, them we went and visited his oldest 
sister. Then we came home. I had a nice time. 

More often, the boys are busy at the store, but I go 
visit them there. Idid work for twenty years in Linde's Hardware. 

Did one of your sons or both of them start the hardware 
store? 

Both of my sons started the business. The oldest son was 
in business, he had a liquor package store in Hammond. But 
his dad always said, " Emil, Emil, don't work anymore here because 
it is dangerous. You could get held up easily." He was shot 
at a couple of times there. Afetr ahdut ten years he decided 
to go into business with his brother. They opened a hardware 
store on Kennedy Avenue in Hammond and called it Linde's ( my 
youngest son's mw name is that ). They bought the lot on 
Kennedy and built it by themselves, with a little help. They 
opened it up in 1956 in December. They used to stay open seven 
days a week, and from the beginning, seemed to have the best 


lusk. They bought another lot opposite their place and built 
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the place that they are in now.... and they are making a wonder- 
ful business. 

That's one place that not just Romanians go to, but people 
all over go to. 


Thank you very much for this information, Mrs. Cergizan. 


Z 


Interviewee Mr. Joe Ciovica Interview Date March 3, LOTT 


Interviewer Mary Leuea Time 


Place Lansing, Illinois 


Others present 


Q. You were saying that you will now go for a trip to Romania? 

A. I will go for 30 days in Fulfielda which is 33 miles West of Sibiu, 

near Faragas, toward Agnita.on the "Vali Hurtipaci". I had schooling 

in Sibiu, I have a cousin in Brasov, a cousin in Bucharest. This time 
Millie Nick 

my kid sister/and my brother/will also go for 2 weeks, Millie is a 

half-sister, she is only on the father side. She lives close to 

Los Angeles, California. 


Q. Were you born in Romania? 


ye No. I was born in Indiana Harbor on Block Avenue in 191l. My sister 


was born 11 months later, I also had 3 other sisters of which 2 died, 
when they were babies. My mother died during a birth in 1919 and my 
father sent me and my sister, that is 11 mo. younger then me, to Romania 
with my uncle - my uncle was here at that time. I was there 17 years, 
went to school there, In 1935 I was supposed to register for the 
service there, because I was 21 years old, and when I went to the city 
hall in Brasov, they pulled the papers out and started writing my name, 
asked where I was born = and when I told them where I was born in the 
United States - he said: why don't you go back. I said: I don't have 
the money, He said: why don't you ask the American Embassy in Bucharest 
and they will take you there when you join the army. So I wrote to the 
embassy - and the embassy answered right away. The army is not obligated 
here - but if I want a passport, I'll get one. SoTI put an application 


for one. In the meantime I wrote to my father to pay for my trip here 


A. 
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which he did - and in 36 I came back here, My sister was first going 

to stay there,but she decided to come over here, and in 37 I brought 

her over here, Then I had another sister that was younger than my 

sister Mary, which died 3 years ago, Then when my father remarried 

again, I have a sister from her side and a brother, 

When did your father first come to America? 

In 1907. He came to Harbor, In 1911 he went back to Romania and 

married my mother, She came over here and I was born in 191). 

My mother is from same town as my father. In 1963 I went there and 

met my mother's brother, I also went to see my father's brother 

which raised me in Europe. He died 2 years ago at the aze of 92, 

Now I am going to see my mother's brother, who was 83 on Jamary 27. 
The uncle that had died 2 years ago, was here about the 

same time with my father, and in 1919 after my mother died, he de- 

cided to go back to Romania and that is when my father decided to 

send me and my sister Mary to Europe. It was hard for him to raise 

us all. 

This uncle that went back - did he have family there? 

He had a wife and one son -then when he went back, he had 2 more sons, 

which they both died, Petru Ciovica, 

How did they hear of Harbor? 

There were some other people over here from our home tow, as a matter 

of fact, my father playing the clarinet with my uncle in an orchestra 

here, way back, with John Chulay, and with John Stoica and he was 

playing with another orchestra from Chicago Gulish. I think tulish 

died, I'm not sure, They played together until 1919, then my father 


played after that, then my uncle was playing *or the boys and girls 
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in Europe, every Sunday when they would get together and dance in 
the middle of the tow. They changed and they do not have it now, 
When I went in 1963, at my uncle's house - all the ladies and the 
boys that they used to be at my age - they got together and they 

94 


gave me a "sezatoara". They brought and sang and there 
was a guy with a violin and we had a dance in the house, It was 
just like an old-timer, They don't do that anymore. 

Ask if you could bring some of the old letter of your family when 
they were writing back and forth, or old picturee... 

Do you remember what address you born at’on Block Avenue? 
3609, that is a little past where Mr, Ungeran had the barber shop 
1 block toward the cement plant. I have a picture of my mother's 
funeral. 

Mr. and Mrs, Spornick had John, Nick, George, Charles who 
died and Helen... there is a Spornick in Black Oak, he married 
George Sabutz dauzhter... 

We had a curtain over here - my mother was laying over here 
in the house - they kept the dead in the house then - my sister or! 
myself was playing, my father was telling me, and we pushed the 
candle and the curtain ,caught on fire and they had to take 1% OLf;, 

When I was = kid we used to zo by Micu and we used to go ad 
play in the boxes, 

I don't remember too many things about my youth here - but I 
do remember that my father too me and i dena someplace and there 
was a family there, I dont know if they were Romanian or not, they 
had the same red wagon like we had, I remember I was crying because 
that boy stole my wagon, and my father had to borrow the wagon from 


that family because I would not go home, When we got home I saw the 


A. 
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wagon was there and he gave it back to them. 

My father remarried in 1929. They had the celebration at the 
Alba Ula. This celebration was thet it was the 10th anniversary of the 
end of the war and everybody got together, There was a whole boat full 
of Romanians=-American, The Romanian-American went to Romania to 
celebrate the 10 years of the Romanian government. I was in school 
then. My father got then one of the guys that danced at my father's 
wedding. He married there - he did not even know my step-mother,. 
He came to Romania to visit and at the same time he met my step-mother. 
She was from our village. There were some people over that knew her, 
and that is how he knew of her, Her maiden name was Parchiva Popa. 
Same first name as my mother, My father came first and my step*- 
mother came sometime in March, She was expecting my sister Millie 
and on the train from New York to Chicago in Toledo, Ohio she had the 
baby there. They had to take her off the train and take her to the 
semeant i few days later they came over here, My brother Nicki 
was born over here in 1935. My brother is in Alabama now. In 1970 

and his family 
he/went to Australia - he was there for about 1-1/2 to 2 years and 
then he came back here. He left his family over there and he is here 
western 

working now. He wants to go back to/Australia later on - he has 2 boys 
and 1 daughter, His wife is still working there in some kind of office. 
When you came back - were you impressed with the number of Romanians here? 
I was 22 when T came back - when I left Romania I thought that the 
Romanian people are in small number, and when I came over here I was 
impressed to find a big church, priest, cantors and so many members 


and so many people attending the church servicer on Sundays then I 


found out. the societies - that was the time I joined the Nicoli Iorga 
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club, Mrs. Ursu joined me, Then I transferred to Transylvanian, but 
I was surprised to see how many Romanians in Indiana Harbor, I gave 
about 3 plays at that time. I gave one play in Hast Chicago and 1 
in Indiana Harbor of the same play that we did with John Baciu, 

Emil Ardelean, Pete Bergean. We made that play about 2 Romanians 
that came to this country “and could not speak English, living by 

a lady boardress - we were talking Romanian and he was talking 
American and lot of Romanian words are different in American and a 
lot or American words are different. I wrote the play myself - I 


have a copy of it. It was hand written, March 5, 1963. 


End of side I tape - }\55 


Interviewee Mr. John SCiceu Interview Date October hy 1976 


Interviewer Mary Leuca Time 
Place 3919 Monroe St., tary, Indiana 


Others present 


@, Tell me about this May 18, 1913 picture? 


ies Tt was an anniversary type program that Fr. Mihiltian put on. 
and tauzht 
He always prepared/everything: the Hiduchi program, music, calusri, 


theatre, dance steps and all. The people in the picture are: 
Ton Danciu - died then Ion Step - died 
Frans Ciceu - died 
Pavil Catrean - died 
Ion Ciceu - that's me 
Tanese Lazar - died 
George Angel - died 
John Sufana - died 
Nick Andrean - died 
Vasile Mjntean - died 
Fira Tomi - died 
Vasile Tarchiu - died 
Tryon Tomi - died 
Nick Suciu - died 
Pr. Mihiltian - died 
Jeorge Danciu - died 
Dimetriu Yarchiu - died 
Pavel Tomi - Alive 


Qe When did you come to Harbor? 

A. I came in 190i, I came from Sighisoara at the age of 17 years old, to 
yeorze German who is dead now. 

Qe What prompted you to come to America? 

A. In Dalis only the elderly were left and they had money - I did not 
have any money. I heard that you can make money in America so T came. 
When I got to Indiana Harbor - I got a job at Inland Steel as a labor. 
I «stayed at George terman's in board and I paid *9,300) a month. 
There were no street then and no sidewalks, and no automobiles - just 


nothing, and a lot of mud. 
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There were many saloons owned by Romanians. I did not have to learn 
the English language = because there were so many Romanians. They 

did not go to the bar and drink, but grouped up at a table and talked 
over old times and how things were in Romania, since each Romanian 
came from a different local in Romania. Most of them were from 
Transylvania. At that time werwere under the Hungarian rulershin. 

Who prepared the food when you were in board? 

There were some women - there were 80% men and about 10% women. 

If there was a couple with board - they boarded to about 40 50 60 men. 
There was enouzh room. There were like at the Casa Romani - there were 
2): in a room. I also worked at the Cement plant.- I first worked at 
Inland, chanzed and worked at the cement plant and then went back to 
Inland. In total - I veceéd 30 years at Inlans Steel. I also worked 
in Hammond. As I learned the English lantuaze - my pay also got better- 
I also worked as a tinsmith, and the pay was good. When I first came 
to America, I made .15 per hour I worked 12 days = and for 2 weeks pay 
I received *22,50, It was enouzh then and I also mailed some money 
home. My parents really did not need the money I mailed them. It 
would cost about “1.00 to zo by boat and with the changed and all - 
it was “100.90, That was a lot of money then. During that time for 


1,22 you coild buy a pair of work shoes, 


When I came - there were no stores owned by Romanians. Not many 
Romaian business - mostly owned by Jewish people, and they knew how 


to speak Romanian, many came from Romania. 


During this time we did not buy cigarettes - we would buy Navy tobacco 


and rolled our own, It cost us 5¢ for a Namy. 


A. 


Oe 
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When TI came here - there was no church, nothing, except that Todia 
went about collecting from town to town to build a church here. 
I believe in 1994, St. teorge was built. The Orthodox church was 


built on Beach Street - there were 2? pnarts.to the church. 


There was no 7reek-Catholic Church then, -The Catholics came later, 

There were Catholic people - but not many and not enough to build a 
church then, and to have a priest. 

After Todia, what priest do you remember cominz? 

Sometimes Dalia came = until Mihiltian cane, 

What society did you join? 

Transylvanian. Then T drp oped out. I moved back and forth between 
yary and Indiana Harbor. 

How was it to work at the Cement Plant? 

The work was not hard - but very dusty. To work at the Cement plant 


today is so different than it was then. Conditions were so bad then, 


I worked at Inland Steel, in tary and also in Hanmond - I left the 
steel plants and worked at building. 

Where did you meet your wife? 

I met her-in Gary in 1912, Mini Tites - she was ‘terman. She knew 
how to sneak Romanian. Her parents were members of the tary church. 


Por a weddinz at that time - it was a little different than now - 


money was not nlaced in an envelone = but there were 2 or 3 collectors 


queseid sisyyo 


X : <_ 808d 
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and each person gave as he could - be it 5, 10, 15, or 25 - as the 
collector received the money he would call the individual's name and 
the response from the peonle would be: Sa tresca! 

Our wedding reception was at the Turner Hall in ‘tary on liith and 


Washington. 


Zary was a beautiful city and most of the Romanians lived about the 
llth Avenue, to llth Avenues, There were no inside toilets - but on 


outhouse, We had no running water - but had a pump to draw water, 


After I got married, we lived in Gary, Indiana. During that time - 

transportation was cheap and we could go with the streetcar for 10¢ 

to Indiana Harbor and 15¢ to Hammond. Many times if I ran late and 
we would walk to work, 

could not fix a lunch to take with me to work in ‘he tary mill/- I 

and many othegss would zet our lunch break at 12:00 - we would go to 

Rensoff's saloon - we would buy a beer and eat all we can at the lunch 


counter. On Thanksgiving Day, I would get a beer and we would get the 


best turkey dinner - and all vou can eat. 


I did live at Pete Dope's boarding hougeinIndiana Harbor on Cedar Street, 
and now is Main Street. It was Cedar Street in 1937. ‘teorge Yerman 


lived at Rete Dope's boarding house on Cedar Street. 


When Markovich came from the old country, with his family, they cane 
from Romania and spoke very good Romanian - better than me.- he went 
among the Romanians - he was so poor that his children did: not have 
any shoes and had to walk barefoot. He kept among the Womians and 
finally got a saloon and advanced so much that he moved to his present 
location. Wis wife had great respect for theRdmaniansthat patronized 
their business and she also kept board, There were many Romanians 


that stayed in board and Mr, Markovich helped the people that came to 
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him to send money back home. He was an honest man and did not take 
advantage of the people. He eventually became a banker and he had 


ties even in Shighisoara,. 


During 1905 and 1906 - when the people went to a saloon - they did 
not go to the bar - then they would begin to sing. That was the 
main reason they would gather - to talk of home, happy to see each other, 


and to sing. 


During that time - many came to America and atayed 2 years, made some 
money in America and returned to Romania - then back again, Transportation 
was about 10.00. Harbor was like a center fop Romanians - moreseo than 


in ‘ary. 


In 1906, 1907 one did not have to have Ame ican citizenshin - but 
could come with just a birtheertifidate, Things changed after the WWI. 
After that many did not zo back to Romania because they were afraid 
they would be taken to war or be arrested, Those that were here just 


stayed here. 


The people of 190):,100h did not go to the saloons as they do today. 
Just on Sundays and when someone came for a visit, from Romania. 

That time each man had a trunk - they had their clothes in and a quart 
of whiskey - when he came from work, he would have a zlass, he did not 


zo to the saloon. 


My wife and I had 4 children: 
Blizabeth - now 61 years old had 1 boy. 


Adella - dead 
Waldren - dead 


Elena - Sh years old = 2 adopted children 


John - dead = had 6 children 


Mary Lou - 8 children - 6 are married - 9 grand children. 
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IL lived you might say about equally between Harbor and Gary. 
I am a member of the Ray's Club now, and a member of the church, 
My wife died in 1962 - she was 62 years old then, Shews 10 years 


younger than me, 


End Side I 651, 
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Interviewee Mrs. Clonta Interview Date Maran 7% 2977... © os. 
Interviewer. Mary Leuca__— Time 


Place Mrs. Clonta's daughter, Mrs. Hunt 


Others present 


Q. Why did your parents leave Romania? 

Ae ,To make more money. 

Q. : Did they plan to stay here? 

A. No, they did not plan to stay - they wanted to leave 12, 


I came from Ilean - there were 6 in my family and we lived by a little 
: in 1909 
stream. We came’'to tary in 1913. My motherswas here before/- she 
left me - I was about 2 = with my aunt - eee came back 2 years 
later and 2 years later we came here. My father.was here about 1 year 
before we came in 1912. 
Q. Did your mother come with your father in 1909? 
A. Yes. They made 2 trips. They used to come on thec cattle ship. 
, Séwarage. Down in the bottom with all the people - I was sick most 


of the time, 


Gass Do you vemember Ellis Island? 
A. All I remember was ‘the Statue of Liberty - I was so glad to zet off. 
the boat-- I thought it would never end. - 

Qe. Did your parents speak other languages besides Romanian? 

A. No just Romanian. : 

Q. Thky cane to Gary because of the steel mills? 

A. His brother was a priest here. Duke's brother-in-law, Rev. Doctor. 

Q. What was your maiden name? i 

A. My father's name was Brunzia. 7 


Q. How did your parents hear about Gary? 
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I don't know, but that is where they settled. My parents divorced 
when I was .8.years old. She did not go back any more, She had 
boarding houses. I was 9 then and wash the seis - I used to stand 
on a stool, and mother will tell me: when you get all through - you 
Some Romanian owned that building. 

can go and play. Then I was too tired./It was located between 11th 
and 12th on Adams Street. All the boarders were Romanian. They 
called them Glidar - Glidar is where from Cominita is from... the 
plays they used to put on were really *un. 

My dad went to Romania after my parents divorced, and stayed 
there, He passed away there, He remarried too, 
You have not been back to Romania? 
No. I did not want to. My mother was going to go back to stay - I 
did not want to go because I was working already at 12. 
How long ago did your mother pass away? 
In 59 I think, My step-dad pass away in 63, My step-dad's name was 
ant eabs, (My grandfather and my father's name were the same and they 
were not related.) ...my first husband was more of a church - he used 
to conduct the choir and this one was more society, Some people 
broke away... they had a lot trouble with Moldovan - he was originally 
baptized a Catholic and agreed to a 2 churches. So he was for 
getting Moldovan out...he had an accident, broken rib that punchured 
the lung...I had to go someplace and when I came back, he went with 
Rosco to get votes to throw the priest out - he did not stay like he 
should have and rest...the Calusari were in my mon's boarding house - 
I used to cut those tassels, My husband danced with the group. 
From Duke do you remember when he came to this country? 
He came in about 18 = 19. He had a legal education in Romania. 
He went to Loyala. He just -had a few more months before he finished. 


That used to make him -mad = if I went that far - I would have finished. 
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Did you know that he had started to publish the paper, in tary? 
When we got married - he was still working on it. We married in 
6. He kept the’ paper going for another 2 years until 198. It 
was more of a scandle sheet, 

Years ago people thought Romanians were beneath them - and 
when we would put on a Romanian costume the would call us gypies. 
It tas been only in the last 20 years that we were not called gypies. 

eeethe flu season was such that even the doctor coming over 
was so tired -person would say: Look Dr. let us both have a sip... 
Your mom had a boarding house up to what year? 
She stopped in ,bout 1918 - she still had 2 or 3, Most of the boarders 
stayed here, Some got married, some moved from Gary. Most of the 
boarders were 18, 19 years old and not quite settled. 

eeewhen some of our Romanians went back home...they thought 
they earned a lot of money - thought we picket off the streets - 
sane could not go back because they did not make enough money - 
and felt ashamed to go back home, even for a visit...they used to make 
3,000 dollars after the WWI, to make water lake,then the value dropped 

so for the 3,000 dollars all they did when they went for a visit in 
Burope is give a party, that's how the money went away. 
Who went back after the war? 
step- 

My mother and/father, They came back. eeea lot of them came back. 
eeea lot of them went back home and built a better home, bricked and 
then they were broke, and had to come back...they worked from h:00 A.M. 


until sunset, and that's all they did. 


End of Tape - Side I = )0 


Interviewer 
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A. 


Mary Leuca Time 


Place 


Others present 


Where where you born? 


I was born in Satu Grid, Jud, Faragas, between Sibiu and Brasov, 
How did you hear of America? 
who came here in 1910 

I had a sister and a brother/here in America, My sister came to 
America in 1911 and I came in 1912 when I was 17 years old on a 
French ocean liner "Potstam", 
How did your sister and brother hear of America? 
When they came - America was well-known in Europe. My sister came to 
her husband who had come to America a year before she came. My sister 
then came and then me, During this period of time many Ardelean 
came to America. Word was, that half of the men from Grid were here 

in America, but not the women. Many of the men got married in Grid, 
came to America and made some money and returned to Grid, If they 
did not return, then they brought their wives here. Most of the men 
returned to Grid. 

Most of the young men (such as me) remained here in America. 

I loved America since the day I arrived in New York on July h, 1912. 
There were bis pe inten Pearce and baseball for this celebration. 
When you left Grid, did you leave by train? 

There were 6 of us that left by train from Grid to LeHarve, France. 
Each of us -had a different distination: a woman that came with us 


went to McKeerax, Pennsylvania, me to my sister in Salem, Ohio - 


each in our separate distin.tion. 


nterviewee John CGomani ta Interview Date Jamary 7, 1977 
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On the boat there were different classes and there were 2 
in a room with bunk beds. Some rooms had }: in a room, 
When we arrived at Ellis Island - the people whose eyes hurt 
were not permitted to pass through, There was a fear of an eye 
disease comingzinto this country.- some were returned, All of us 
from Grid were lucky and passed through. 
Did you speak English? 
No. We had a ticket attached to our clothes which told our distination,. 
Since my sister did not know what day I would arrive here - she did 


not meet me at the station. I stayed around the station - by chance 
who was just a little older then me, 
during my waiting and looking around, a young man/spotted me in my 


foreign clothes and somehow we communicated by my saying “Romanish" 
and it so happened that he was also Romanian. We started talking and 


I told him that I was to go to my sister Anuta Tocernia in Salem, .Ohio, 


He happened to live close to my sister's boarding house. He took me 
to my sister. My brother lived in Canton, Ohio. He never returned 
to Romania and died here. 

I remained in Salem for 1 year and worked in a nail factory. 
My sister moved to Gary, Indiana while I remained in Salem, When 
she arrived in Gary she wrote me that she was lonely and after 1 
year I also came to jary, Indiana, 
Q. What was your impression of Gary? 
Ae Gary was in the process of being built up then. The Romanians at that 
time lived in Shantes or shacks.- the Romanians had their boarding 
houses where the Tin Mill is presently located, because they were 
close to their jobs.in the factories, The Steel Mill was built up 


and materials 
and in operation - the mill supplied us with lumber/so that we could 
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be near our work, My sister also lived there and so did many Romanian 
friends: Ion Negra, Jacob Negra, my brother-in-law Ion Tocernia, 

and “Jalter's father, who became my best friend since the day I met 
him. 

At that time I worked for *3.00 for an 8-hour work day. I 
worked in the Hot Mill for 17 years, from 1913 to 1930 until I de- 
cided that this kind of work had no future.for me, During this time 
I also sent some money home to my parents - but I could not progress, 
In 1930 I left the mill and opened a grocery store on 35th and Virginia 
Street. I had no experience in the grocery store business - but I z 
learned, I ran this store for 10 years, After 10 years I sold the 
grocery store and butht:; a bowling alley on Ridge Road - "Ridge 
Bowling Alley." I ran the bowling alley and tavern for 5 years, 
After I sold that - then I started speculating in real estate. I 
would buy a lot, build on it and then I sold it. I built an auto- 
mobile agency on Sth and Van Buren Street. It dccupies 1/2 block - 

6 lots and lots for parking. I bought that 1/2 block while I was 
mixed-up in a little politicS in Gary, Indiana...Gary Land Company 
wanted to sell all thé real estate they owned so they could get out 
of the real estate business, My friend told me about this business 
opportunity which was valued at 30,000 to /10,000 and was sold at 

a reduced price. I bought this 1/2 block and build the building with 
6 lots for the building and h lots for parking. 

We had the Kaiser-Frazier agency - Kaiser-Frazier did not 
produce cars - so when I realized they could not produce cars - I 


remodéled the building dividing itvinto ) stores. - sections - 


John Comanita Page 


rented it and dropped the Kaiser-Frazier franchise since they could 
not produce cars, After I sold that, then I started selling real 
estate, bought and sold lots, I would buy lots, build on them and 
then sold them - I also build a few apartment buildings, Remember 
the S & H store? I bought the lot, built the building and sold it. 

I also bouzht the lot next to it. I built 2 apartment buildings on 
35th Avenue = one on 35th and Washington and the other about 3 blocks 
west. 20 units in each apartment - rent or use. My niece, Mary Barb 
ran all of them. 

Then we bought 6 acres of land on Industrial Highway near 
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Grusia. We bouzht the virgin land and developed 
that. We pout the sewers in - improved it - put power in there - 
streets and everything and we divided into 100 trailer lots - and we 
ran that - in fact one is still in my hands - we divided in two: one 
for John and Mary Barb and the other mine. They ran both places, 

Then they sold their share and I sold mine. And I still have money 
coming from there now. K 

"T never leaned on anybody for money - I just took chances... | 
if you don't take any chances you revér get anywhere." 

I lived in Gary 6 years - from 1913 to 1959 = in 1959 we 
moved to Florida. In Florida I built one of the apartments. I sold 
it and the fellow I sold it to - he sold it to one Romanian family - 
still there - the appraisal value of that property today is worth a- 
quartermillion dollars. Then when I sold that, I speculated in some 
vacant land.and built a duplex - section here they call it "Easter 
Shore." = close to the ocean, I bought about |; lots - I built duplex 


on 2 and I sold 2, and I moved from there to here. I have been active 
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in a small way - but active. 

I have made some mistakes - but I do not regret anything 
I have done... 

As for societies - I have been a member of the Tri-Color" 
since I was a young man and I am still a member. Since coming 
here I dropped my membership and started a new society since Dragich 
and I came heree up to then I was a member of Tri-Color in Gary. 
There I held different offices - was president stwor| times - at 
the Union and League, I was a delegate several times for the society 
in Gary, Once I was elected Controller for the Union and League,in 
1948, in Youngstown, Ohio. Then I was a delegate with George Dobry. 
George Dobry was a young man - and when I was elected a delegate - 
I asked that a young be elected to go with me - and George Dobry 

Union and League 

was elected. In two years when we had our/convention in Windsor, 
Canada - bv practice these two were elected ~> 2 times, In a 
caucus meeting, I stated that I did not want to be controller, I 
do not want Pi pe a condition - that my partner, ‘teorge 
Dobry be elected. George Dobry was elected as Secretary for the 
Union and League in Windsor, Canada.- since all the members were in 
agreement, they ehected-George Secretary.with a 100% vote. ‘Teorge was 
secretary for 2 or 3 terms, then he was voted president 2 times - now 
a few years later is no longer active and has his own business, 

During the early days there were some boarding houses that only 
prepared dnd“served food for the men and lived elsewhere, There were 
some boarding houses with a hotel upstairs ... for example, I boarded 
Mrs. Muscana who was Mrs. Dobry's mother. She also had a boarding 


house on 12th and Washington - there were about 6 young men there at 


that time. 
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There were some excellent bands that played for our dances - 
one that I remember - when Caseanu started to play, i» whatever hall 
he would be at = he played so good that you had to dance even if you 
didn't know how to dance. Caseanu lived in Gary. Alexandru was a 
particular musician, Stoica was one of Caseanu's musicians. After 
Caseanu came Stoice whooorganized his band. After Stoica came Boldi. 
Chulay was also in Harbor. Polosan organized his band in Gary. We 
now have Porumb and Sufana. 

Selesteanu was one of the first to organized "Lega Romana", 
then the"Union" was organized and later they were united and was 
then called "Union and League", 

eee L am not too certain —- possibly he was from Salestia. ge 
His name was Elia Martin, Salestiang the same way you would say: 

John Comanita, Grideanu. 

eee Banca Albina was a Romanian bank in Sibiu. I had sent 
money to the Banca Albina with the thought of going back home. It 
had about the same recognition as Gary National Bank had, a prestig- 
ious bank that many people trusted. After sending money for one 

year the value of the leu dropped... 90% drop and many like me - 
changed their minds about going back to live. After WWI the value 
dropped in Romania and many people remained here in America that had 
planned on going back to live, 
What do you suppose happened that some Romanians have drawn away from 
the church? 

In a way - we elderly people are to blame. During my youth, there 
were some elders that wanted to dictate < and if we did not listen 


to what they told us, then we would hear about it - some of the youth 
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would get upset and leave their cultural surroundings -- sone 
would stay within the Romanians and become active members of the 
societies and church 6nganizations, I noticed that the people 

who remained among the Romanians seem to be happy and lead a good 
life. Those Romanians that have left and returned for a special 
social function - returned to what they left behind - enjoyed’ 
themselves so much they realized they made a mistake by leaving. 

I noticed that in Lake County, Indiana and in Cook County, Illinois 
the Romanians that remained near the church and societies seem to 
be a little more settled and happier. 

Today's youth is educated in the school - yet when I came to 
America I only had a hth grade education.. I have observed that those 
of us with little education - coming to America - faced many hardships 
and had to apply themselves to get out of these hardships. You do 
the best you can to get out of these hardships. We came at the ages 
of 15, 16 and 17, without our parents, without a guide of any kind, 
and we turned out to be good people -- progressive people. Since 
there was nobody to take care of them - they had to take care of 
themselves =- and they progressed ... I wish I could do better in 
writing in the English language - it is easier for me to read and 


speak, but writing is a little difficult for me, 
End Side I = No. 638 


I belonged to the "Calusuri" - the group was made up of 
(dancers) 
12/young men and 1 leader, "batav. Whenever they perform, the 
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leader is in the center as he dances a step, after he finished 
that particular step, he stops, looks at the dancers, then they 
dance the same step. After the dancers finish the step, they stop 
and the leader dances another step. "That is the meaning of it - 
if I jump up, I stop and all of you jump up too...I do know that 
when we came to ‘America and settled in different cities, where there 
were societies and churches, = each city or town had its ow group of 
"Calusuri", For example, Gary had its group of Calusuri, Harbor had 
its group and so did Canton, Ohio, There were contests also, At one 
time in about 191i, 1915 U.S.Steel in Gary asked the Calusuri to 
dance on a specially build dance platform on the lake front. Many 
people attended this affair. 

as "vatav" we had 

I remember only a few that were in my group:/Nicoli Onchu; 

John Comanita who was another young dancer but not related to me, 

Jacob Popa belonged to a group before, 1907, 1908 who was 
also a leader.of a group in Gary, Indiana, 

Eli Pochici from Vad, Jud. Faragas. He is dead now - went 
back home, 

Marin Danitz was the last of the Eli Ciochi group. If you 
would remember, he danced the Calusuri not long ago - his daughter 
Mariora Poparid from Chicago would dress as a Calusuri and sometimes 
dance with the group when the girls could dance in the group. So 
Eli Ciochi was the most prestigious "vatav" of the Calusuri. 

At the time - we were the only group to dance for UV. S. Steel. 
We often wondered why we were chosen todance and later found out that 
since there were many Romanians that worked at 1. S. Steel and someone 


knew the Superintendent - spoke in our behalf - the Superintendent 


and his staff wanted to see this group perform. 
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eeethere were theatrical plays during this early time and George 


Leuca was the most likeable man on the stage. ‘teorge Mailath, who 


DE 


lived on Route 30, he was the most welcomed actor. ~~ ell 
rg Liarcde 

As "young fellows" there was Charlie Chaplin, Nick bewea, who 
was married and Dan Stanciu. Dan and I spent our ere tozether. When 
we went to Harbor or came to Gary, nothing could be done until we saw 
him = we were very good friends, Among some of the men there was a 
constant contest as to which, John Nicora or Dan Stanciu could have 
the most ierent automobile. As best friends there was Charlie Chaplin, 
John Nicora,"John al mi mari" who we called John Apolzan and is now 
living in Baltimore. All of these young men dressed very well and 
were very hard workers, 

On one occasion when I worked at the mill, I had gotten mad¥ 
at my boss in Gary and quit, I went to Inland Steel and Andy Rusu 
was a foreman and when he saw me he asked me what I was doing there. 
I told him that I wanted a job and that I did not want to work in 
Gary. He immediately said for me to go where he assigned me to work - 
It so happened that where he gave the job on the Rollers where your 

about 3 days. 

father was a catcher, I did not stay to longfon the job with your 
father because the they came after me to go back to the “ary mills. 
They needed a man in the department that I left - at the end of that 
week I informed your dad that I won't be back. He cautioned me to 
make the right decision - I told him that they came for me from Gary 
and I decided to go back to my old job. 

Our Romanian people were very good workers in the mill and no 
matter when they were placed - the work was done well and hard to 


duplicate, The younger men loved to work no matter how hard or 


dangerous the job. 


. 7) ee 
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The young man that wanted to get married, was well known among 
the Romanians and would ask everyone to his wedding. When a young man 
would give $2.00 donation for his friend at his wedding - that was a 
lot of money because these young men did not have any money. It was 
customary that %*1.00 be given - the young men would help serve the 
food - there was a cook to prepare the food. The men had to do so 
much because there were very few women then, But after WWI the families 
started to come and the Romanian population increased, Mr. Polosan 
brought his 3 dauzhters: Rose Stroia who married Niick Evan, Mary who 
married Pete Pantea, Victor's father. Their father brought these 3 
girls here and within 1 year all three were married, Rose Dobry 
also came here with her 2 sisters, 

Some of the men that came here gave up the idea of returning 
back home = some did not even make enough money to pay for their 
passage back, some never married...it seemed that after that setcof 
bachelors passed it seemed that the boarding houses were no longer 
need - ~since the rest were married and settled with their own 
affairs and homes. A bachelors life seemed to have little meaning, 
and lonely. 

Within my age group - I am 81 years old - there is Nicora, 
Grusia, Sabau a Baptist and maybe about 2 or 3 more - the rest of 
the Romanians are a new generation, It seems that the new generation 
is a more calmer group: they give and take more than we did. After 
all they are schooled here, and the schools prepare a man for life 
and with intelligence. In this new generation I have noticed a 
renewed interest as to where their parenta came from and more about 


the Romanian culture, and people. 
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Stefan and I came to America in 1999, We were married in 
Romania, We came to ‘tary because he knew a friend from his village. 
that lived in Gary. He worked in the mills all his life from 1909 
until he died in 1951. He was 18 years older than me. We lived in 
Glen Park and then moved to 338 Roosevelt Street on the North side 
of Gary. He died when we were living in this house at the age of 59, 
Mary Jane had just finished her high school and was just 17 years old. 

We have taking care of Mary Jane since she was 3 years old. 

I brought my sister to America about 2 years ago. She was 10 
years old when I first left her, When she first came here I did not 

know her nor did I recognize her, She is about 9 years younger than 
me, When I took her shopping ‘for her to buy her self some blouses - 
she chose the most expensive rather than the less expensive clothes, 
She also informed that she could not go back home, she visited with me 
for 5 months, empty handed, I told her that you came to visit with me 
and not to worry about buying gifts for her friends in Romania. 

I worked «8s a janitress for 25 years, at Lew Wallace and 
Emerson Schools. I did not meet any Romanian children there - most 
of the Romanian children were at Froebel School. I remember Miss Mary 
Ban who was a Romanian téacher - she would ask* me to call her by her 
first name - but I did not as long as we were in the sohool since I 


felt it was proper to call her Miss Ban. 
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There were 2 boys that come from my husband's home town 
that were looking for jobs in construction ... they found some work 
that paid *5,00 per hour - this did not satisfy them, because they 
wanted more and wanted to have what took us a long time to accumulate, 
My husband told that our home was not built overnight and not even in 
a year. 

Stefan suffered for about 7 years with cancer of the stomach. | 
He was 52 when we first went to Mayo Clinic and discovered the cancer - | 
had an operation that took out 3/h of his stomach and many operations 
to follow, He never knew he had cancer until the end. He might have | 
guessed but he was never told. It took a lot of courage for me to face 
his illness and I had to go on, There was nothing that I could do - 
E-worked very hard. Some people said that I got married too soon 
after Stefan died - and John lost his wife and also suffered - but 
John said that we are no longer young to be engaged - we are both =< 
elderly - we'll go and face life together and get married and we can 


not help what people will say about us. 


End Side I = Number 259 


GHEORGHE (GEORGE) COMSA Interviewed February 25, 1977 
By Pearl Mailath 


Pearl ---Tell me, from what village did you come? 

George ---Recea. 

P ---Recea? 

G ---Recea. Do you know how to write "Recea?" 

P ---Recea, yes. And where is it? What area? 

res ---Transylvania. 

P ---Yes, but what province? 

fel ---Then it was Fagaras. 

P ---Then it was Fagaras. Very well, and when did you come here? 

G ---I arrived here in America in 1921. ... New Year's...... in. '20, 

P ---Yes...in '21. And where did you knd? 

G ---In Canton, Ohio. 

P ---Well, no, you landed in New York, no? 

G ---In New York when I first got here in this country. 

4 ---All right. Now tell me, you left Recea....why did you leave Romania? 

G ---Why did I leave? Because my father had been here and I came here too. 

P ---You came to join your father? 

G -=-=-Yes. 

P : ---Your mother, no? 

G ---No. 

P ---Only your father? 

G ---...rather....(I came) to an uncle....not to my father....to an uncle. 

P ---To an uncle? 

G ---My father came back home (to Romania) when I did (came here). I had an 
uncle here in America....in Ohio. 

P ---In Canton? 

G ---Yes. 


P ---So, then how old were you when you left? 
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G ---Eighteen years old. 


P ---You were eighteen years old. So, then you bypassed the army... ..you 
didn't have to go into the army? 


G ---No, because I left before they drafted me. 

P ---... before they drafted you. Then you came....you paid (the fare?).... 
he (your uncle) sent you money? 

G ---¥es..... for me, everything. 

P ---And from where did you leave? Where did you embark? 

G ---DIn France. 

P ---Le Havre? 

re ---Boulogne..... Boulogne.. ..it's called Boulogne, France, no? 

P ---All right. Do you know what ship you took? 

G ---Rotterdam. 

P ---Rotterdam. Then you weren't on the water very long....about five days? 


os ss8Lx days? 


G ---About six days, 

P ---And you arrived then at New York? At Ellis Island? 

G ---"Kesselgart"..... "Kesselgart'"' (Common name given to Ellis Island) 

E ---Kesselgart....yes. 

G ---....'21, right on New Year's. 

P ---Was it (Ellis Island) open there when....or did you have to wait? 

G ---We waited, yes. You know, Christmas I was in France...... a week later 


is New Year's....we left France and came to New York. ..I arrived just 
on New Year's. 


gE ---Right on New Year's. Were you ill during the crossing? 

G ---Oh, and how! I thought I was going to die...... Others liked it. They 
ate like pigs. I couldn't eat a thing. From France to here I didn't 
eat anything. 

P ---Were there other Romanians with you.. .on the ship? 


G ---Yes, friends. 


P ---Who were they? 


_—-----— 
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---It was Victor Popa.... 

---The one who was here in Gary? 

---No. Victor Popa, Vasile, ....you know how to write "Vasile?" 
(Victor "Vasile Popa), Victor Avram, and another....Andrei (Andrew) 
Bogdan. Oh, you know Romanian well, you know how to write Vasile. 

---And where did...they didn't come...where did they go? 

---We all came together. From New York we all came to Canton. 


---These (men) are not from your village? You just met them on the ship? 


---No, no, no...they are from my village...... only Victor Avram....he's not 
from our village....he's from Berjan, but it's there too.... 


---Oh, they were all from the same village? 


---All of us.... 
---The four of you came together? | 


---...together....four together....all the same age. 


---. .all the same age. Very well. And the rest of them remained in Canton? 

---No. Andrei Bogdan died in a short time....and Avram is around here somewhere, 
I don't know where..... this Victor "Vasile" Popa..he died just now...... 
about six months ago...he died. 


---All right. You arrived in New York and from New York, where did you go? 
Did you go to Canton? 


---I went to Canton. 
---And from Canton you went to your uncle? 


---No, my uncle was at a brickyard....east..... about fifteen miles east... 
brickyard, it was...... 


---Was your father in Canton then? 

---My father was home. ....my father came back (to Romania) in 1920. 

---Oh, he returned to Romania in 1920? 

---Yes, and I came (to America) in 1921. 

---Oh, I see. And only your uncle was here? And what was your uncle's name? 
---Nicolae Comsa. 

~--Comsa also? 


---Yes. 
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P ---And he lived near Canton? 
G ---Yes, about fifteen miles. 
P ---And was he waiting for you? 
G ---Yes. 
P ---And after you arrived in Canton, you stayed with him? 
about three days 
G ---I stayed in Canton,,and from there I went to him...then I went to 


Minerva, Ohio....in Minerva, Ohio, where he worked. 


P ---And that's where he took you? 

re: ---Yes. 

P ---And there what did you do? 

G ---I worked there at the brickyard. 

P ---You got a job...at the brickyard? 

G ---Yes. They made bricks..... all kinds... 

P ---How long did you stay there? 

G ---Oh, I didn't stay long..... I stayed about five months because....the 
place closed. From there I went to another brickyard. I worked there 
I don't know how long I worked....I worked about two, three years. 
Robertsville it was called....at a brickyard..... this is a long story... 

P ---Tell it all. 

G ---So, from there I quit. And I went to Massillon, Ohio, and then I worked 
in a steel mill. 

P ---Then you didn't live with your uncle anymore? 

G ---No, no, no. I left him to himself. I worked in Massillon, Ohio, .... 
not too long....and from there I went back to the brickyard. It was 
right in '21....things were bad in America... .you don't know....it was 


bad there....wasn't any work at all....there was someone from back home 
who was here for a long time in this country....worked there in Massillon. 
....you ever were there at anytime? 


P ---No. 

G ---....there was being built....(this friend) said....a big bridge....a 
bridge over trains... train tracks. He said "Come and get a job here 
with us." I worked there, I don't know how long, and someone came to 


me from the brickyard and said "Come back." So I went back to the brick- 
yard. I didn't work there very long either, and then I went to Warren, 
Ohio. I worked there, I don't know....not long....from there I went to 


Baltimore, Maryland. 
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P ---You moved around a lot. 

G ---Sure I did..... I was foolish. 

P ---Was it because you were laid off, or why? 

G ---No, just to be on the move. 

P ---Just to go, to see how it is in other places? 

G ---Yes. 

P ---When you traveled, how did you travel? Hop a freight? 

G ---No, with the train. 

P ---Oh, you paid, in other words. You didn't hop a freight? 

G ---Oh, yeah. I worked. I paid. I had money. And then, in Baltimore 
I didn't stay long, I don't know why. I didn't stay long. 

P ---In Baltimore were there Romanians? 

G ---There were but not too many. There they opened a new mill..... a sheet 


mill.....before, like here (in Gary). They needed men....I went....I 
was young....what....was twenty-two years old. And it's hot in Bitimore.. 
hotter than here. I left that too and went back to the brickyard. 


P ---Back again to the brickyard? 
G ---Then, I don't know what I did..... I left there..... and came here.... 
in Indiana.....in '24, in Gary, Indiana. 
P ---You came in '24? To Gary? Directly from Baltimore?...from the brickyard? 
G ---From Canton. 
P ---From Canton....you came to Gary? 
G ---Yeah, and since then I am here. 
P ---And since you arrived in '24 you're still here. 
G ---Still here. 
P ---Very well. After you arrived in Gary, did you get a job right away? 
G --- got work here in the Sheet Mill. I worked there about one year, and then 


I went to East Hammorid in the car shop...you know, there was a car shop 
there and from there I came back to Gary and I worked....until I retired. 


Fannie ---How about bus driving? You were a bus driver too. 


G ---I was a bus driver too, when I quit in Gary and went to Hammond... worked 
there for awhile, and then I came and worked in Harbor...driving...a driver. 
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P ---Bus driver? 

G ---Bus driver for awhile. 

P ---About how long were you a bus driver? 

G ---About two years. And then I got married.. to this lady here... in 1928. 
P ---In '28 yougot married. 

G ---In '28, yes. And then I came from there back to Gary....again in the 


sheet mill. I don*t know how long I worked and then the sheet mill 
closed down. So I got transferred to the bi8 mill....in the Merchant 
Mill...crane operator.... and I worked until now when I retired in 1965. 
When I left the mill, I was 63 years old. I couldn't remain until I was 
65 in the mill because...in '65, in August, I had a heart attack. 


P ---Oh, you had a heart attack. 


G ---And then the doctor said no more (work). I was 63 years old..... so, 
from '65 until now I never worked again. 


P ---And all the time you were in the Merchant Mill as a crane operator? 
G ---Yes. 
z ---That's nice. Okay. After you arrived in Gary, you said you always 


lived around here, in Gary. You said you got married in 1928. Did you 
have a big wedding. 


G ---Oh, sure, just like the others. 

r ---At the hall? 

G ---Yes, yes. 

P ---You traveled to so many places in the country. Wherever you wandered, 


what did you think....how did you like it? 


G ---In America? Well, that's why I went.... to see what the world was like. 
I left from here....when I left, I hopped a freight..... no, it was later 
on. When I left here, I left on the train to Kansas City. Later I 
hopped the freight.. ..and traveled that way for some time..... without 
paying. My money gave out. I traveled in Missouri, Kansas....I was in 
Salina, Kansas... all around there. Then I saw that it wasn't too good. 
You had to work. 


I went to someone....it was summer....I had no money....I had no food. 

I remember that I went to someone...one of our people (foreigners)...he 
was a little dark....he had a little store like Steblea....you remember 
Steblea? (John Steblea had a very small grocery store on 15th & Jackson). 


I go there in the house...in the store...(and ask) to give me some bread 
and something to eat. He looks at me....he must have been about 45 years 
old, that man. He looks at me and. ...I was a youngster. Where did I 


come from? I told him. 
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---He says, "You're alone...you should work." Not being bashful, I said, 
"IT just want some bread and something to eat....and tell her to give me 
a glass of water." 

He had a little girl, about thirteen years old, and she went right away 
to bring me the water. And he gave me a loaf of bread and about this 
much salami (motioning - about foot long) because then I was staying with. 
...then there was a bunch....what do they call that where the bums stay? 

---Hoboes? Hobo Camp? 

---What do they call that....? 

---QOut in the woods? 

---In the woods, yes. 

---Don't they call it "camp?" 

---No, no. Because there, they have everything. They have dishes, they 
haveeverything they need and those who arrive, find them there, and 
when they leave, they leave everything clean, you know. 

---Well, this one must have been a hobo camp. 

---Son-of-a-gun, I can't remember. They (hoboes) told us to go out and 

find some food....and bring it back. Like I told you, when I was hungry, 

...by the time I got there I had eaten the bread and the salami....and I 
didn't have anything. 


From there I came to Chicago by freight train ("ciumpa") about four or 
five of us, who knows how many there were. 


---These weren't Romanians? 

---No. And there we got off, but where I don't know (in Chicago). It was 
about four in the morning. Summers, it's light already, and I know we 
came...we were hungry. I was with a black man....we walked together.... 
and a milk truck came along. And while the driver was delivering the 
milk in the houses, we stole three quarts and we ran behind a shanty and 

drank it all. 

---Weren't yu afraid of the hoboes? 


---No. They share everything they have. They'll share everything...they're 
good people... 


---Really? They don't steal from you? Beat you? 
---no, mo, no. 

---Weren't there any drunks among them too? 

---I didn't see any, not even one. 

---All were like you? 


---Yes, but a little older than me...you know, been around more. And then, 
like I said, I went to Chicago, but where I don't know. 
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G ---...because when I got off (the freight train), and the sun came out, 
instead of coming from one side, it came from the other side. 


P ---O0h, so you got twisted around and didn't know where you were. 
G ---But I remember from back home that you should go by the sun (for direction). 
.. that it is in the East (in the morning). So, I arrived in Chicago.. 
walking. .I remember I was in Chicago and I didn't know where I was. 


There were four corners now. Along comes a man. Eh, now. I stopped 
and looked (at him). I could tell he was one of us....not from the 
railroad or the city or a detective....and I saw that he was rather 
dirty. I stopped him. 


"What are you going?" (I said) in Romanian. 
He looked at me and asked, "Where you from?" 


"From Reghin,'"' I said. "I have been bumming and I came from Harbor." 
And he (this man) had been in Harbor....he'd passed through Harbor 
before. I said, "Yes?" and he answered "Yes." 


I said, "Look, I arrived here and I have no money." He was a good man. 
Across the street on the corner was a restaurant. He took me there, 
bought me a meal, gave me two dollars. He said, "go this way, two, 
three blocks south and take a bus and go there." 


But I kept the money and went on foot..... to Harbor. 

P ---From Chicago? 

G ---From Chicago. 

P ---How long did it take you? 

G ---Well, it was around four when I arrived at tin....Youngstown Sheet and 
Tube....when I arrived..it was four (o'clock)....the men were coming 


out of the mill. But I...I lay down in the weeds there... I was tired, 
and as soon as I hit the weeds, I fell asleep. And those who passed 
by, saw me...whoever saw me...but they didn't awaken me....not like now. 
to hit you in the head. When I awoke...now (where shall I go). I had 
stayed at ( ?) the short one, do you know (?) the short one? From 
Harbor? (Name undistinguisable). 


P ---Who? 

G ---(2) the short one. His daughter is married to the son of..... well, 
anyhow... 

P ---No, I don't know him. 

G ---MOsora....do you know Mosora? 

F ---I heard of them. 

G ---You don't know them. You know where the church was...the Orthodox church 


there...? Across the street...that house...there men lived in a boarding 
house. There lived Pete Ivan also....you know Pete Ivan....'Veta, you know? 
And there was one....there were many in the boarding house. 


GEORGE COMSA Page 9 


G 


Fannie 


P 


Fannie 


Us 


G 


---And I stayed with (sounds like) Bolonim (?) I slept with them in one 
bed. And dummy me, so that I would't have to carry my suitcase, I 
had sent it to Ohio to my uncle, and so I arrived here with dirty 
clothes. They gave me clean...pants, shoes, because they also took 
me to the barber and cut my hair....this one...barber.... 

---That stranger? Who bought you all these (things?) 

---Nobody bought. Their own clothes.... 

---Oh, they gave you theirs. 


---Yes, to wear until my clothes came back from my uncle. They took me to 
this barber....George Ross' father-in-law (Steve Almason) 


---To Steve Almason? 

---Yes, they took me there. I got a haircut and I had a bath and the 
third day...my clothes (arrived). And so then I lived like a human 
being (again)....until I met the lady (wife). 

---When did you meet her? 

---In ‘26. 

---And you went together about a year before (you were married). 

---I didn't know her. I knew her brothers....from Canton, you know. Her 
two brothers I knew from Canton. In fact, one...it was John...we went 
out with the cars, we ran around together. But her I didn't know until 
I saw....then I found out who she was. 

---But you met her here in Gary? 

---Yes, in Gary. That's when I drove the bus. 

---(Directed to wife, Fannie) Where were you living then? 

---Who, me? I was living on 14th & Adams.....no, no, on 13th & Madison. 

---With your mother? And sister? 

=<=Teg. 

---Then you got married...and you had a large wedding? At the hall? 


---Yes. Yes. 


---When you came to America and didn't know English, how...did you have any 
problems..how did you (learn the language)? 


---In those days, America was America. After you got on the ship...on the 
train, there was somebody with you who placed a tag on you and they 
helped you. If you were getting off at Canton or somewhere else, someone 
was there to take you. 
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---In other words, yu didn't have to speak the language. They helped you? 
---Sure. 

--=Now, when yu arrived, you had somebody who spoke English to help you? 
---In Canton? 

---Yes, how did you start with the language....you learned by yourself? 
---Yes...like that. .with work....and with people..... 

---You didn't go to school? 

---No, I was supposed to go, but, I told you, I was one of those........ 

---Wanderer. 

---Wanderer. So, in the mill...with people...I didn't learn perfect, but I get by. 

---In Romania, how many classes did you have? 

---Oh, inmy village there are only....seven grades, I think. 

---And you attended all of them? 

---I think I went only to six. 

---In other words, you learned (studied) in Romanian? 

---Oh, yeah....to write..... read.... 

---Did you also learn Hungarian or no? 


---In our village....you know how itws? In our village there were almost all 
Romanians omly. There were only two Jews. And our priest.. .our priest... 
there were three churches, two Catholic and one Orthodox. And our priest.... 
one of them...a Catholic....he was a highly respected man in the village. 


And all our teachers in the schools were from our village....only one woman 
who was a teacher was Hungarian. And so she taught us in Hungarian also... 


And so it happened that...coming home from school...there is a river in the 
middle of the village and a bridge...over the bridge here comes the priest... 
a big, husky man....like Giurgiu (Gavrila Giurgiu)....with a cane. He was 
our "nasi" (godparent)....to my parents. 


As he gets closer, (I say) "3§ napot". He keeps on going a little way.... 
stops, turns around, comes back. (To me) "Say, young man, come here. Whose 
boy are you?" He didn't know me...whose son I was. I told him. 


"Oh, you're my "fin" (godson). 

"Yeah." i js 
(Priest continues) "Who told you to say "Jo napot?" I said "Tanito,” in 
other words, the teacker. 
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G ---"That's all right," he says. He was coming to check..the school. .what 
was being taught the children. The third day the Hungarian teacher 
wasn't there anymore. 


C ---They kicked her out...they got rid of her. 

P ---Then, here in America you didn't attend school at all? 

G ---No, no, no. 

P ---You know how to read and write English, don't you? 

G ---Yes (to first question). No, no. I can't write....read (only). 

P ---So you can read the papers. Did you learn by yourself? 

G ---Myself, yes. Every evening I read a little. Any book I pick up, I 
know what it says, and as I say, I did not go to school. Because... 
now..like it was here....in Warren, Canton and other places. If I 
were to go to school..... I stayed...worked there in one place all day 


long. I could have (gone to school) because the school was only a half 
block away. I didn't know any better. One man came to me, "George, 
go to school for two hours." 


But me, oh, no. What for? But it would hawe been better if I had gone, 
you know. Maybe....I'1l be sorry I didn't go. But I didn't go. And 
after I brought her home (after he got married)....with work...children.. 
you know how it is. "Vai si amar" (oh, how bitter)...shift work and 

so on (difficult to study). 


G ---(Speaking about his hobo days)....I was also in those cars..... "crack" 
trains (box cars). 


P ---Yes, box cars. 

G ---See, there, it was refrigerated. There had been ice and food. I went 
in those. 

P ---And you didn't freeze? 

G ---No, it was hot...summer. There's nothing inside...the doors are open. 


The car was...we went there...one of us stayed on top...so that nobody 
would come and close the door on us. We'd die inside. 


P ---Oh, you took care of each other. 

G ---I even told one of these...one of them (hobo) told me, "Say, George, 
we're going to Chicago. At Park Ridge they're going to change. When 
we get to Chicago'!...he knew the routine like a book...."If the bull 
comes," he said...you know what bull is? 

P ---Yes. (Railroad detective). 

G ---"I£ the bull comes, jump over here. We'll make a run for it. We'll run 


on this side." The bull came, but when he came and saw us, what could 
he say? He was afraid. It was enough for him. 


G ---(Detective said) "Go ahead. Leave." We left. 
P ---With five of you (against him). 
Were there many who traveled that way then? 
G ---Oh, yeah. Are there anymore, I wonder? They aren't (doing that) anymore? 
P ---I never see any. Now, it's dangerous to run to catch a train... 
G ---You know how to hop on. You learn. And when you jump, you have to know 


how to jump off, because, if you jump and don't know how, (you'll get hurt). 
P ---When you jump off, you wait until it slows down? 


G ---No, no. Even when it's moving....you know how to jump...so it doesn't 
throw you on those big rocks. I was young, twenty-one, twenty-two years old. 


P ---And you were light. You could jump easily. 


G ---As I say...."Jungle.'..... "Jungle" Yes, that's where you find the 
"bumani" (hoboes). ("bumani" to rhyme with woman - proselytization of 
"bums") ("jungle'' is the word he tried to recall earlier). 


P ---How did you know where these places were? 


G ---Here is a case. I met a boy....I was about twenty-two years old....this 
boy was eleven years old. He was from Kansas City, Kansas. 


ig ---And he traveled that way...eleven years old....with freight cars? 


G ---He was eighteeen years old...eighteenm. And ome day he says to me, 
"George, I go home." Says he's going home. "I'm not staying anymore. 
I'm not traveling anymore." 


What was I to do? I was young, didn't know too much...wasn't too well 
traveled. Should I go to the police and ask them. ..see if they could 
tell me....where I might find work around there? Night came. Where 
shall I go? I started walking...there was a trailer...along the railroad 
tracks....and I see a big fire. There were some men there, about six or 
seven of them gathered around the fire. When they saw me, they called 

me over. 


"Hello, brother, where you going?" 
"To Chicago." 
"We're going there too." Very well. So I went » Chicago with them. 


But before coming to Chicago, I met a man...a young man....he had a car. 
And for a long time he wanted someone to go with him. He made something, 
I don't know what to call them....a bread board...cutting board..... you 
know what "CAarpitor" is? 


P ---I think so. 


Fannie ---Breadboard....cutting board. 
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---I don't know how.. 
door to door. Id 
buy hub caps, the 
hotel and sleep at 
And we came to a p 
stay here. I'm go 
came. I never saw 


---Were you ever afra 
---Never. You know.. 
underneath? I was 
moving. And those 


---They knew you were 


---They knew. Theyd 
get off. Somebody 


Out there...in the 
than around here. 


---When you were in d 

---I didn't try. Id 
While walking alon 
branch (of service 
no, no...it's not 


---Yes, but when you 


---No, no, but I was 
should I go here? 


---Didn't you mingle 


---In Canton, yes. 


Page 13 


-what he used to do with that...but he sold them 
on't know how (much)....they'd buy....they'd even 
people there. He'd get money and we'd go to the 
night there. [I did that for about three days. 
ark....Lincoln Wildwood (?). He said, "George, 
ing somewhere and I'll be right back." He never 
him again. And so I was left alone. I was lost. 


id when you traveled this way? 

..under the cars, freight cars...there are those pipes 
there too.... The rocks pelted you when the train was 
conductors....they Looked out for you. 


there. 


come across the cars on top and yell at us. "Hey, 
is coming.. .they'll find you." 


West...people were very nice. Even now they're nicer 


ifferent places like that, did you seek out Romanians? 
idn't meet any. In one place....I almost enlisted. 
g..-here was the headquarters. I don't remember what 
y... Army. OL. .sl LoEgot. I went to the’door..-.... 

so good. I turned back. 


were here, there was no war. 


afraid to go. If I didn't go while in Europe, why 
But Romanians...I didn't meet any. 


with Romanians even in Canton? 


But elsewhere (while hopping freights)..no, I never 


found any. And I was near Montana...there too....but I stayed only 
two days. 


---In other words, you traveled in the whole country. 


---Oh, man...there you should see the sheep. They have sheep just like in 
our country (Romania). Phew....shepherds just like in our country. 
Shepherds, you know...out by the mountains. And they had those dogs... 
who turn the sheep...the sheep are turned by the dogs. You have a horse 
and you have a tent....like the gypsies. And when you move with (the 
sheep), you have the tent and you sleep out there in it. I stayed there... 
I don't remember what it's called....they had a sfoon but they didn't sell 
liquor....or maybe there was....I forgot. 


I found some Romanians there....I don't remember from where they came 
(from Europe). And ome of them said, "Come, we'll give you a job with 
the sheep." 


I said, "I left sheep when I left home. I don't want sheep here either." 
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Fannie 


---You didn't want sheep. 

---And then I came back this way. 

---In other words, you were on the road about three or four years? 
---No. About six months. 

---You were in so many places in six months? 

---Oh, maybe it was longer...you forgot. 


---Well, it wasn't four years. It wasn't even one year. The trains keep 
moving, you know. 


---You traveled only in the summer. You didn't go during winter? 

---No, no. 

---What kind of people were the others? 

---With college education. 

---But they traveled to see the country also? 

---I don't know why...but they said...all of them had college diplomas. 
They didn't have any other job...just this...only this...but a lot of 

them had college diplomas.(or so they said). 


---Was it hard times then in the country...jobs were hard to find? 


---No, there was a lot of work. Wherever you went, you could get work. 
If you didn't want to work...... 


---Then, how did you live? Work a little, go begging? 

---No, people worked. And the bums, you know these bums that were traveling, 
they'd go and ask..... if you gave them something..... (if not,) they'd go 
to the next one. 

---And that's how they lived? 

After you came to Gary and established residence, got married, where did 
you live? 

---We went to Harbor....on Main Street..... in (Indiana) Harbor. 

---Oh, you lived in Harbor for awhile? 

---When I drove the bus, we lived in the Harbor. 

---Then, when you got married, you drove a bus? And then you came to Gary? 


---...because her mother was here, you knew her mother? 


---Yes. 
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P ---You belonged to the society, no? 

G ---Even now I am a member....of two..... 

P ---Bihoreana and Treicolorul? When did you become a member? 

G ---It would be about thirty-four years. Because now pretty soon it will be 
fifty years since I got married....this coming year. 

Pp ---Congratulations. And you've been a member of the church all the time? 

G ---Yes. 

P ---Where did you get married? In Harbor? Or in Gary? 

G ---In Harbor, yes. 

Fannie ---At the Catholic church. 

P ---And the wedding reception was there....not in Gary? You had the 
wedding there? Who was the priest then? 

Fannie ---Muresan. 

P ---No, Muresan wasn't here then. 

Fannie ---The one that had the monkey.... 

G ---How should she know. She was a child. 

F ---I know she was a child. 

P ---I don't know of any (priest) that had a monkey. 

G ---I don't remember. 

P ---At the Catholic church. Okay. 

G ---Crisan was his name. 

Fannie ---That's right. 

P ---(During the Depression) Most people worked one or two days. 


Fannie ---He got three dollars, something like that. And that one year he got 
paid for about three days. 


E ---For the whole year? 
G ---No, one pay. “Ss 
Fannie ---And that pay was twelve dollars, and honey, we went and we butchered a 


pig for six dollars so we'd have meat. Eggs (were) three dozen for a 
quarter, but you didn't have the quarter. And pork chops, ten, fifteen 
cents a pound..you know..everything.... 


G ---Things were much cheaper. 
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Fannie ---But you didn't have it, see. (momey). After my children used to go to 
bed, I always burned the oil lamp because I was scared....so they wouldn't 
knock it over..... to save on my gas and light (bill). 

Pp ---But you always had something to eat...you never really starved? 

fannie ---Always. I never had to go hungry. 

G ---Some (people) worked in the mill...for thirty years....and got laid off... 
but not me. 

P ---How come? 

G ---QOur superintendent....there were four of us, four Polish men and me. 

And I remember that things were bad, you know. There was work, there 


. wasn't work. We'd go, we'd come, we'd go, we'd come back....no work at all. 
. One morning, our foreman stopped by and told us, "No work no more. Go to 

| the €ity and have them feéd you." 

| 

During that time, the superintendent of the mill comes by. He found us 
talking there. He comes up to us and asks what's up..to him (foreman). 

He said, "I told them to leave because there isn't any work." 


He (superintendent) asked us how many days we had already worked this 
week. (We said) one day this week. He asked the foreman, "Why didn't 
| you give them more time? " 


(Foreman answered) "Because there isn't any work." 


(Super says) "I'm telling you something. Instead of laying these men off, 
you will go first."' (directed to the boss). He told us to go home and 
come back the next day..... keep the tools in your pocket.... 


We worked three days that payday. 
And then I supported her mother, I remember, and Victoria (her sister) | 


and Didu, you know Didu? ...me, and my wife....and also Sam and Leontina 
(wife's sister and brother-imlaw). And we had...all the time we had 


pork, we had money....not by the thousands.... 
P ---But you had food. 
G ---A man came from Canton....a Romanian....here to Harbor. I know him well. 


He came around to visit us. And when he came here to visit....we were in 
Harbor...he found my wife...when he arrived, my wife was making "scoverzi" 
(bismarks).....you know what "scoverzi" are? ''Pancove". 


He marveled... that old man. And I had a 50-gallon barrel of wine. I 
lived well....just like now. When he saw me, he said, "How in God's name?" 
(can you afford all this) Well, that's the way it is, (I answered). 


In my house the gas or lights were not turned off ever since I am in 
America. (for non-payment). But I know other Romanians..... lost their 


homes. 
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Pp ---You were at the Bihoreana, no? 

G --# the Treicolor, I was about a year, at the saloon (tavern), I was 
controller at the tavern. At the Bihoreana, I was corresponding secretary. 
We were members, both of us were members. It was me and Dan Popa.. 

P ---Shorty Popa? 


G -—--Yeh, Shorty, and Dragici (George) Dragici, (we were) auditors for the hall. 
At that time Mrs. Miller was manager, at that time. Do you remember? 


P ---No . 
G ---When she was the manager? 
P ---No. 


(The hall had a bar which provided income for the society and therefore 
needed auditors, etc.) 
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George and Fira (Fannie) Comsa had three children 
JOHN COMSA - married to Irene - lives in Miller 
works as roller in Sheet & Tin 
David - graduate of Bishop Noll - not married 
In college to be lawyer 
Worked as salesman for Ajax Sanitary Supply to earn money 
for college 
Michael - in school at Bishop Noll 
Douglas - in school at Bishop Noll (15 years old) 
LUCRETIA - called LORRAINE - married to James Gibson 
lives in East Gary - not working 
Melissa (married) Volt - lives in New Haven - no children 
Peter - manages a gas station 
Claudia - quit school - at home 
Scott - in school 
Linda - in school 
GEORGE - married to Mickey - lives in Gary on 50th & Conn. 
works as butcher at Sy's 
Alicia - 11 years old - student at Pittman School 


Bradford - 4 years old 
Angi a - 9 yrs old - student at Pittman 


Maria Eleanore Cornea Bazil (Mary Bazil) Interviewed 3/25/77 
4235 Delaware Street (Ph 887-1900) By Pearl Mailath 


==S=>>= 


=== 


=== 


---First of all, what is your father's name? 
---My father's name was George Cornea 
---Where did he come from" 

---He came from Cata, Tarnava Mare, Ardeal 
---Okay. Do you know when he came here? 
---He came about 1909. 

---Do you know how he got here? 

---He came on a ship. 


---Yeah, but do you know the name of the ship....where he took it... -Were 
he boarded? 


---Yes. It was the Conte di Savia (Italian ship). It embarked on New York 
.....and they had to have an immigration office there...... and from there 
he came here.......to Indiana Harbor. 

---Why did he come to the United States? 

---He came because things were very bad in Europe. 

---He came to make money. 


---And to go back. 


---And to go back, yes. 
Did he come alone? 


---Yes, he did. 

---Why did he come to (Indiana) Harbor? 

---Because the steel mill was being built in Gary, and Gary wasn't settled 
yet, and Indiana Harbor was settled. There was a Romanian settlement 
there, but I don't think there was one in Gary yet. 

---In other words, he knew somebody in Harbor before he came. 

---That's right. 

---So, that's why he came there. He didn't go to Ohio or Pennsylvania or... 

---No. He knew somebody. 


---He came straight to Harbor. And then, where did he work? In Inland? 
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M ~--No, he worked in..... he came to Gary. He got a job in Gary, and then 
he met my mother and they moved to Gary. 

P ---Did he borrow the money to come (to the United States)? 

M ---No, he worked in Buchurest. 

Pp ---What did he do? 

M ---He worked for a bakery, and he saved his money. Then he came to the 


United States. 


P ---How old was he? 

M ---Oh, he must have been about 25...... which was old. 

P ---He wasn't married? 

M ---No. Then he met my mother here. 

P ---Was he the only one in his family that came? 

M ---No. He had a brother, John. Then he sent for his brother John.....and his 
brother Traian. But his brother Traian went to Cleveland..... and his 


brother John came to Gary...with him. He sent for both of them. 


P ---After he was here? 

M ---After he was here. 

4 ---Okay. Did he ever go back to Romania? 

M ---No. 

P ---No. He never did. 

M ---I think he did......no....no......he didn't. No, he didn't go (back). 
P ---All right. Now, what was your mother's name? 
B. ---My mother's name was Mary. 

P ---Maria.....and do you know her maiden name? 

M ---Bercan..... B-E-R-C-A-N. 

P ---And where is she from? 

M ---She's from Fiser 

P ---Where's that? 

M ---That's next to Cata. 


P ---Oh, it's in the same place. 
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M ---Yeah, but, you know, it's the next town. 
P ---Did they know each other over there? 

M ---No. 

P ---They didn't. 

M ---They met here. 

P ---When did she come? 

M ---She came in 1908, I think. 

P #--She came before he did? 

M ---Uh-huh. 

P ---Did she come alone? 

M ---Yes, she did. 

P ---How old was she? 

M ---She was 22. 

P ---She was about 22...... and she had not been married either? 
M ---Yes, she was divorced. 

P ---Did she have any children then? 

M -=--No. 

2 ---Oh, she was divorced and then came here? 
M ---Uh-huh. 

2 ---How did she happen to come to Gary? 

M ---Well, she happened to come to Gary because she had some relatives here. 


.....and they sent for her....to marry my father. 


P ---Oh, they brought her here? 

M ---Uh-huh. 

P ---Then, how did she earn her living? 

M ---She worked in a restaurant...... downtown.....om 5th and........... the 
Berghoff. 


P ---Oh, she didn't work for Romanians then? 
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M ---No, she worked for a Jew. They had a restaurant and a tavern, down on 
5th and Broadway. It was called the "Berghoff." And she worked for some 
Jews......and she knew German, see. And that's how she communicated with 


these Jewish people.....in their common language...... German. She could 
speak German very well. When she got the job, she became a cook and a 
waitress..... and some...someplace downtown. It was on 5th & Broadway some 
place. It was the Berghoff.....and it was called the Berghoff..... and she 
worked for them. 

P ---Well, you say they brought her to marry your father, but your father came 
in 1909. She came in 1908. 

M ---Well, after awhile....no....here, here's what happened. She came in 1908 
and she came here, right? 

P ---YeES.....-- 

M ---Then, then these people....they knew my father. 

P ---From Europe? 

M ---Yeah. 

P ---And they wrote to him to come? 

M ---That's right......that they had some lady for him to get married. But they 
never told him that she was married once. 

P ---After they met, how long was it before they got married? 

M ---About three months. 

| ---About three months. Did they have a big wedding? 

M ---No, just their friends. 

r ---And where did they live, do you know? In Gary? 

M ---Well, they lived in Gary. 

P ---Do you know very much about their early life. 

M ---Well, he was working in the steel mills. She worked in that Berghoff. And 


then she became pregnant, and then she had me, and then three years later 
she had Katie.....the one in Arizona.....and three years later she had Goldie. 


P ---All right. 

M ---.....this place....Gary was....all sand. 
P ---That's when Gary first got started. 

M ---That's right. 

P ---How did he get to work, do you know? 


M ---, .walked.......and on a street car....-1 think they had one street car. 


---Where did he live? (when he first came here) 


P 

M ---11th and Adams. 

P ---he lived in a boarding house? 

M ---No, not after he got married to my mother 

P ---After he got married, they lived around there? 

M ---They lived about 1lth & Adams. They had some old buildings there.....Do 
you remember our house? They lived in that house. 

P ---I don't remember the house but I remember the people (others who lived there). 
They were here already at that time? 

M ---No, they didn't own that house then. Some other people owned it and they 
lived there. 

P ---Oh, your parents lived there then? And then, were you born there? I 
mean, they (your parents) stayed there for awhile? 

M ---Yes. 

P ---Do you remember any stories they told you about the beginning.....all the 
hard times they had...and some of the problems they had? 

M ---Well, the wages were low......and the hours were long. 

P ---You don't remember what he said he worked for? 

M ---Let's see, where the heck dd he work? Well, he worked.....he didn't work 
in the merchant mill. And he said that the bosses were so tough, you got 
your job in one end of the plant and get fired in the other. And he said 
that they didn't have any water fountains, and one man would go and bring 
a bucket of water, and they all drank out of it. And they went home dirty. 
They didn't have no sanitary facilities at all. Things were pretty rough 
but they were happy. They weren't the sophisticated-est people...they 
didn't have all the things that people have now..... they still were happy, 
you know. 

P ---They made do with what they had. 

M ---(They) were very, very poor.......one pair of shoes for every day and one 
pair for Sunday. They didn't have all the clothes that we have now..... 
all the food we have now....they didn't throw anything away....any food. 

P ---Do you know how much schooling your parents had? 

M ---Well, my father always said he had.....he was a high school graduate. My 
mother said he wasn't. 

P ---Could he read and write? 


M ---Oh, yes. 
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---He could read and write. 


P 

M ---Very well. 

P .--How about your mother? Could she read and write? 

M ---Yes, she could, especially she knew arithmetic. 

Pp ---Oh. After they came here, did they go to night school? 

N ---No. 

P ---How did they learn English? 

M ---They were very well educated from Europe. My mother knew about three 
languages. 

P ---Oh, she did? What languages? 

M ---She knew French. And she knew German very well. And she knew Romanian. 
Because, in that little town where she lived, there was a German....the 
Saxons lived there.... 

P ---But how did she learn the French? 

M ---Well, the French she learned from where she used to work in Buchurest.... 
when she was a maid. 

P ---Oh, she didn't come from the village? She came from Buchurest? 

M ---That's right. 

P ---She worked as a maid? 

M ---She got most of her education over there. 

P ---She must have gone as a young girl to be a maid. 

M ---She was. All of them...that time. They went from the small villages to 
the....big cities to get jobs....as maids. That's life. 

P ---Your father......did he work in Buchurest too? 

M ---Yes. He said he worked for a baker. At that time, they had a bunch of 
the young boys come from the villages, and they worked over there in Buchurest, 
in Romania. He worked as a .....he delivered bakery goods for a bakery. 

P ---Did he speak more than one language? 

M ---No. 

P ---Then, your mother was the one who spoke the three languages? 

bt ---My father, especially....he could read the paper.....and know (what he was 


reading). 
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---When did your father die? 


? 

M ---~T think he died in 1927. Then my mother married John Haiduc. 
He was a big man.....with a moustache....and then later he shaved his moustache. 
And now all of them are wearing moustaches again. 

P ---Your mother married....what was his name? John.....? 

M ---Yes. Haiduc...H-A-I-D-U-C. 

P ---Do you know where he was from? 

M ---He was from Poland some place. 

Pp ---Could he speak Polish? 

M ---Oh, sure. He went to the Polish church. 

P ---But he didn't speak Romanian? 

M ---No. 

P ---All right. When did she marry him? 

M ---She married him in 1928. 

P ---And when did he die? 

M ---Gee, he died around 1949. 

P ---All right. And did he work in the mills too? 

M ---Yes, he was a craneman......on the ore docks. 

P ---Did he adopt the kids? 

M --=-No. 


P ----,....he was a healthy man. (aboeut-her=faehtr) 


M ---he died of heart trouble. A good worker, boy, I tell you....that guy would 
climb the roof and he did everything.....electricity....kept that house going. 

P ---All right. 

P ---Your moher never had to go to work after that any more, did she? 

M ---No. 

P ---Did your parents belong to the church? Im going back to when your father 


waseround. Did they belong to the church....were they active with any of 
the R omanian groups? 
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-—-He belonged to the Treicolorul Society all his life. 

---He did? 

---And my mother too. 

---And then after she remarried, she still belonged, right? 

---Yes 

-—-Was she active in the Reuniane? 

-—-Oh, I don't know if she was active, but she was a member a long time. 
Her picture's on the wall....over there.....in the (in the basement of 


the old church) 


-—-I think I've seen it, yes. But she just belonged...kept her membership up. 
When did she die? 


---She died in 1965. 


——-What did she do for recreation in those days, do you know? 

-—-She had some friends and they lived on 11th and Madison, and there was.... 
some shanty town...some kind of shacks over there and she had some friends 
she'd go visit there......they were on IIth and Madison.....they were 
little shacks.....and the pepple were squatters there. I don't think 
they paid any rent. She'd go visit some of her friends there. 

-—Were they Romanians or not? 

-——Yes. 


———Oh, they were Romanians. Did she talk about having problems with the 
language? Or getting along with things the way.... 


-—-No, they all spoke the same dialect she did. 
Like, all right....like cat. Now the right way, in the Romanian dictionary 
is “pisica" but we say "mata" aucnet Que? 

———But then, everybody said “mata! i'll bet. 

——-I know, but that's not correct. It's “pisica." 

——-Now, you spoke Romanian in the house all the time, didn't you? 

——-That's the only way I could understand my mother. She always spoke 
Romanian. 

——Now with her husband, what did she speak? 

——-It was English. You mean that Polish gan? 


-—Yes, that Polish man. 


---She spoke English with him. 


-———-She didn't teach him Romanian? 


ee 


— 
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---Your children speak Romanian at all? Or understand it? 

---A little bit. 

---They do? 

---They do. 

---How about your sisters? Do they speak it? 

---I can read and write Romanian. I used to write letters for my mother... 
when she lived...and she'd send letters to Europe. I'd write them for her. 

But she could write letters..... she could write too.....but my sisters..... no, 
I don't think Goldie can write. She can't read (Romanian) either. 

---Now, did they speak Romanian with your mother? 

---Yes. 

---They always spoke Romanian with her? 


---Yes. 


---Did you send your children to Romanian school at all..... -or did you go to 
Romanian school? Did you go to Romanian school? 


---No. 
---You never did. Or, your sisters? 


---Yes, they did. When we lived in Tolleston, they went to German school too. 
They had a German school on 9th and Taft. 


---At that St. John's Church? 

---That's right. 

---And they learned German. 

_---Katie and Goldie went. They used to sing in German....... ° 


---.....well, that was closer to you...where you lived......but they also went 
to Romanian school? Do you remember who the priest was? 


---They went to Romanian school..... I thiek if was... 
---...Moldovan? 

---No, not Moldovan. 

---Trutza? 

---Trutza, yes. 


---When Trutza was here. 


9 
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---Were you in the Pui de Lei? 


P 

M ---Yes. 

P ---And Katie? 

M s==—That's right. 

P ---What were some of the things you did in the "Pui de Lei?" 

M ---Oh, we just went to meetings..... and...once I was in a play. That's about 
all I could remember. 

M ---We used to cut pigs, and my mother made sausage. And depression never bothered 
us. We always had enough. to eat, clothes on our backs, and a place to stay. 
And my mother would cut a pig, and make sausages and bacon, and she'd put 
the hams in the smoke house and smoked them, and that tasted very good. 
Something you don't see anymore. 

P ---She did this....not her husband? She did it? 

M ---Yes. Well, he helped. 

P ---But she was the one who knew how? 

M ---You know, Romanian women are all aggresive. 
You remember Slavu? 

P ---Yes? He had a farm, didn't he? 

M ---He had a farm. He used to sell pigs, and we'd buy it from him. Sometimes 
they used to kill it there, and sometimes they'd kill it in our yard. 

P ---And your mother did the killing? 

M ---No, my old man did the killing. Boy, they could just...... (motioning how 
quickly they could do it). 

P . =--That's hard work. 

M ---It certainly is, but then, you burn it. 

P ---Burn the hairs (Raise hog up by hind legs and build fire underneath to singe 
off the hair). 

M ---It was five dollars a pig. We had to kill it ourselves....in the yard.... 


in depression..... and...it was five dollars a pig then, and ten you had to 
kill it yourself. But if it was more expensive, then he'd do it for you. 
He'd cut it over there, and burn it and after you bring it home, then you'd 
cut the intestines and clean the intestines and make sausage. And you'd 
take all the heart and the liver and the lungs and boil them with spices 

and grind them up and then you put them in those casings and make “eartabus" 
and boil it. Remember that? I don't think I'd eat it now. 


yary CORNEA BAZTL eee 


---Yes. I ate “cartabus'' many times. My father used to take the ears, you 


P --) don't remember that. 


. know, after they singed the hairs..... the ears would have a real good, crisp 
taste and we used to fight for them because it was such tasty meat. 

M _--.....and we weren't sick. There didn't seem to be so much sickness....not 
like it is now....because I think it comes from freezing our meat..... all 
the time.... 

P ---...wil, preservaties too. We have so many preservatives. 

M ---Then we weren't sick. 

M ---They had parades, you know, when they had those parades..... when somebody'd 
die. Well, they all had a parade....and they all had those...... your 
father had.....they belonged to the Society.....the Romanian Society..... 
on one side it was black..... they had.....like a badge..... don't you remember? 

P ---That's right. The people who marched..... the members..... 

M ---That's right. 

P memes eee not the pall bearers.....it was the members. 

M ---The members. 

P ---They wore a badge. 

M ---That's right. It was this long (about six/seven inches) and on one side it 
was black for funerals and the other side, I think, it was red, yellow and blue. 
....and they had like.....they always marched.....1 remember quite a bit 
funerals.......- 

F ---Well, the funerals were from.... 

M ---the hall. 

P ---from the hall to the church? 

M - e---...that's right. 

P ---and they had bands, didn't they? 

M ---That's right. Don't you remember that? 

P ---I don't remember the badges. I just remember the red...blue, yellow, red 
badges. 

M ---...red, yellow, blue.... 

P ---I don't remember the black badges. 

M ---Oh, yes, it was on the other side. 
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---And they had a thing......they had some writing on them.....in memorium..... 


You know the badge..... it was about six inches long and about three inches 
WLGG ss sis 

P ---Now, this (badge) was just for the men? 

M ---This was for the society..... Treicolorul. 

P ---But just the men wore them? 

M ---Yes. 

P ---And where would they keep the bodies? At the hall? Or at the funeral...... 

M ---Well, sometimes they kept them at home,. Before they kept them at the 
funeral parlor....they kept them at home....... and then from home they 
took it to church, and then from church to cemetery. Don't you remember that? 

P ---Did they take the bodies walking, do you remember, or was it..... ? 

M ---No, I think.....I don't remember that. I think it was in a car. 

Don't you know when they kept them (dead) at home? A flower outside of 
your house? 

P ---A wreath on the door. 

M ---A wreath, that's right. 

F ---Wherever there was a wreath on the door, you knew there was a dead person 
inside......until the funeral. 

P ---The parades they had...... 

M ---Well, the parades. If the body was in the hall.... 

P ---Not the funerals. I mean, they had other parades. What were they for? 

M ---Well, I'm trying to tell you. Ome time they had a big parade downtown. 
They had Mr. Oleska (a funeral director). He was always up front. You 
remember Mr. Oleska? 

P *  ---Uh-huh. 

M ---Then they had....then they had the Slovaks. Then they had the Romanians. 
Then they had the kids....all the kids would parade. 

P ---Were you in the parade? 

M ---Sometimes. And then, all the dogs came last. 

Po =~-Dogs? 

M ---Uh-huh. The dogs would follow. 


P ---What was the purpose of these parades? Do you remember? 


M ---Well, most of them were on holidays...... like 4th of July. Then, all the 
nationalities would be in those parades. 

P ---and they'd march on Broadway. 

M ---Don't you remember that? 

P ---I never was in a parade because, every time there was one, I was sick.... 
like measles or chicken pox or something. 

WHen you were in a parade..... 

M ---I was a little kid. 

P ---....were you dressed in costume? 

M ---Once in a while...... ..were in a parade all down Broadway....... I'm telling 
you....all down Broadway. “hey had one all the time. 

P ---....and bands? 

M ---and with bands. 

P ---Did you go to Froebel all the time? 

M ---From the first grade to the 2th. Some of my teachers were....Miss Harter.... 
Mrs. Harter Wirt (wife of school superintendent).....and tten I had..... Miss 
Connors....remember her? 

P ---Yes, I had her too. 

M ---...then I had Mrs. Stewart. They were all good teachers. 

P ---What year did you graduate? 

M 7771928 

P ---Then, where did you work? 

M ; ---I worked in the steel mills. 

E ---Oh, you did? Doing what? 

M ---Twelve years....I was a cover crane operator....cover operator....44 Blooming 
Mill, Soaking Pits and Yard..... 

P ---And then you got married? 

M ---I worked for twelve years...before I got married and after I got married. 

P ---What year were you married? 

M ---1934 

P ---And your husband's full name? 


M ---Bato K. Bazil 
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---Where did he work? 


---Well, he worked in the tin mill, and then he got transferred to the billet 


s mill in Gary Works....Central Mills. He worked about forty years. 

P ---Did he retire? 

M ---Yes, and then he died. He got cancer and died. 

P ---When did he die? 

M ---In 1969. 

P ---And you have two children? 

M ---I have three. Miriam was the third. George, Connie, and Miriam. 
There's George right up there (pointing to picture on TV) with his little 
boy. 

P ---What's George doing? 

M ---He's in electronics.....big mill. 

P ---0h, he lives here too? (meaning, in the area). 

M ---No, he lives in Merrillville. He lives in Merrillville. 


He's married. 
P ---What's his wife's name? 
M ---His wife's name is Marian - M-A-R-I-A-N 
P ---And did he go to college? 
M ---No, but I think about a year........ 
P ---Okay. Does he have any children? 
M ---He's got one.....over there (pointing to picture } 
| ---A little boy. 
M ---Joseph...... Joe.....he's going to have another one. 
P ---That one is about two years old? 
M ---Yes. 
P ---All right. Now,......and then Connie......is that Cornelia? 
M ---No. Constanta. 
P ---Does she have a second name too? 
M <=-No. 


P ---You just call her "Connie?" 
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---What does she do? 


M ---She's a teacher. 

P ---Elementary? 

M ---No, she's a reading specialist teacher. 
P ---What school? 

M ---She's in the East Chicago School system. 
P ---What college did she go to? 


M ---She went to Indiana University..... and started Loyola.....she got her 
Master's from Loyola. 


P ---0h, she graduated from Indiana and she got her Master's from Loyola, and 
she's in the East Chicago school system. 


M ---Yes. 

P ---She always worked in East Chicago? 
M ---Yes. 

P ---And then Miriam. 


M ---Miriam got two years of college, and now she's working for the Indiana... 
what you call it....Employment Service 


P ---Where did she go to college? Locally? 


M ---No, first she went to Ball State. She got a year at Ball State.......then 
she comes up here. 


P ---To Indiana? 

M ---Yes...I.U. Northwest.....and now at I.U...... 
P . ---Okay. And she's not married. 

P ---What nationality was your husband? 

M ---He was Albanian. 

P ---Albanian. He came from Europe, didn't he? 

M ---Yes, he did. 

P ---Did he come as a young man? 

M ---He came as a young man. 

P ---.....0on his own, or did his parents bring him? 


M ---His parents mve him the money to come, 
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---He never went back? 


F 

M ---No. His friends were here, and he thought he'd make more money....they were 

poor over there. 

P ---What year did he come, do you know? 

M ---I think it was 1920. 

P ---He came by himself? M--- Yes 

P ---Did you ever go back to Romania to visit? 

M ---No, did you. 

Pp ---Yes, I went once. 

P ---Getting back to your mother, when she first arrived here. Did she.... 
she didn't have any boarders, did she? 

M ---No, but the women she knew had boarders. And I remember the Prohibition. 
ee when everybody sold whiskey in their house....and they'd (police) search 
your house thoroughly...and then, if they found the minutest....the smallest 
amount of whiskey...they'd take you to jail. People'd flush it down the 
toilet...and women would hide it in their bloomers.....and they'd come and 
search and....then it was terrible. Prohibition was terrible, terrible thing. 

P ---Now, when they found somebody with whiskey, what happened to the people? 

M ---Well, they...then for sure they went to mail. It wasn't like it is today. 
They were prosecuted....immediately prosecuted.....they'd....then you went 
to jail. 

P ---How did Katie happen to end up in Arizona? 

M ---When....jobs were scarce in 1932 when she graduated...from nursing school... 
at Mercy Hospital. And she went to Arizona and she got a job in a sanitarium 
there in Tucson, Arizona. Then she worked there a couple years, and she met 
John Durkin and.... 

P ---and married him out there. 

M ---Yes. 

P ---Does she have two children? 

M ---She's got John and Mary Catherine. 

P ---What are they doing? 

M ---Well, Mary Catherine is married and her husband workd for the state of 
Arizona, and John Durkin (her son) is an electrician. 

P ---Her husband? 

M ---No, he died, her husband died. 


P ---What did he do before he died? 
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---He was a labwr....he ran a paper and he was a labor union leader..... he 
was a union agent for bartenders. Then he died. 


---Then he died. And she never remarried? 
---No. 

---Her son, John. What did he do? 

---He's an electrician. 


---He is the one that's an electrician. Is that with a college education 
or is that a trade school.....? 


---Trade school. 

---Is he married? 

---No. 

---No. And Mary Catherine is married. Does she have any children? 
---Yes....No. 

---And her husband.....he's the one that works for the state? 
---Yes. 


---I see. 
Now, about Goldie. What was her name in Romanian? 


---Aurelia. Goldie Mourchevick, M-O-U-R-C-H-E-V-I-C-K. 

---All right. How did she change her name? Was that her decision to change it? 

---No, my mother. 

---Your mother picked the name of Goldie? 

---That's right...because she thought that transferred from Romanian. It was 
"Aurelia" to "Goldie", you know....in English, because Aurelia means "aur" 
(gold) and she thought that's the way it should have been. 

---That's how that happened. All right. Now, what nationality is her husband? 

---Macedonian. 

---That's Macedonian. And does she have any children? 

---Yes, she’s got Gloria, you know, that tall girl. 

---What does she do? 

---She's a school teacher....business....high school business. 

---In Gary? 


---Dn East Chicago. 
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P ---In East Chicago too. 

M ---Washington High School 

P ---What college did she go to? 

M ---She went to Indiana and Indiana State. 

Pp ---Indiana U and Indiana State. 

M ---No, Indiana State. 

P ---Oh, all right. That's where she got her degree. Is she married? 
M ---Yes. 

P ---Does she have any children? 

M ---No. 

P ---...and...any other children (for Goldie?) 

M ---Virgil. He's unemployed. 

p ---He's not married either, is he? 

M ---No. 

P ---What does Goldie's husband do? 

M ---He's retired. He's about 69 or something. 

P ---Yeah, but...did he work in the mills? 


M ---Well, he worked once in the mill.....in 1944. He quit...then he started 
the store, remember? 


ay ---They had the store all the time? 

M ---Uh-huh, and then he retired. 

P ---That's right. 

3 ---Now, all three of you graduated from high school, right? 
M ---Froebel High School. 

P ---Froebel High School. 

M ---The one they're going to knock down. 

P ---No, they closed it. 


M ---No, they're going to knock it down. Who are they going to put in it? 
Who's going to buy it? 


P ---Well, they could make an instituion of some kind.... 
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---My grandfather came.....my mother went after him about....let me see.... 


what year......it was about 1915.....no, wait a minute.....I have to get 
ete Tignt...<s 


M 


P ---I thought you said your mother came here by herself. 


M ---Yeah, but she went back....after she married my father....and then my 
sister was born in Europe. Katie is not American citizen. 


P ---Well, did she go with your father? They went together? 


M ---She was...no....my mother went to pick up my grandfather in Europe. And 
she was pregnant with Lucretia. 


P ---She was pregmant when she went? 


M ---Yes, Lucretia was born there, and before the war started, she brought my 
grandfather here. 


P ---And she brought the baby here? 

M ---Yes. 

P ---She had any problems bringing the baby here? 
M ---No. 


P ---....0r your grandfather? Then he stayed here? Your grandmother....was 
she alive then? 


M ---No, she died. They all died. No, she died and my mother's sister died 
during the epidemic...the 1918 flu. epidemic 


P ---In Europe? 
M ---That's right. 
P ---And did you go with your mother back to Europe? 


M ---Yes, I did. 


P ---How long did she stay there then? 

M ---She stayed there about a year. When Katie came back, she was a year old. 
P ---Then, she brought the two of you back? 

M ---Yes. And then Goldie was born here. 


P ---You don't remember anything about Europe, do you? Do you remember being 
there? 


M ---I do remember being there. You see, I was about four years old. 
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connie ---Did m y mother tell you how Lucretia happened to get her name? 
P ---No. How did that happen? 
C ---At that time, they were under the Austri@Hungarian Empire and I guess 


things really were Hungarian. So grandma said she would find a name 
that they could not magyarize, so that's why she chose a Latin name-- 
Lucretia---cause there was no way they could change it then. 


M ---They were changing names over there. 
P ---Well, how did they change names for instance? 
M ---They'd change it to Hungarian names. Because, that time, your mother and 


your father and my mother and my father...they were under the Austrian 
Hungarian Empire. 


P ---Yes. Now, for instance, your name is Mary. How would they change that? 
M ---They couldn't change my name because I was born here, see. And when we 
went there and Katie was born there....then her name was...they tried 


to make it like a Hungarian name. 


C ---It would become Katrina or something. 


i ---They would give a Hungarian twist to it....take the same name and 
they would give a Hungarian.... 


---When she learned to speak, it became Katie. She was Lucretia. 


-—,..and she used to always tell us stories about her childhood......a 
wicked stepmother and everything. 


M —-...and how she used to work for the boyars (boeri). 


MARY CORNEA BAZIL 


Mary Eleanore Cornea 
Graduated from Froebel High School in 1928 
Married Bato K. Bazil in 1934 (he came from Albania in 1920) 


Son George (Marian) works in electronics in big mill (U S Steel) 
They have a son Joseph (2 yrs) 


Daughter — Constanta - called Connie 
Graduate of Indiana U and Master's from Loyola 
Reading specialtst in East Chicago School System 
Not married 


Daughter -— Miriam 
2 years college - one at Ball State and one at I U Northwest 
Employed at Indiana Employment Service 
Not married 
Active Aroy member 


Lucretia Cornea — always known as Katie 
Registered nurse - lives in Tudson, Arizona 
Into real estate 
Married John Durkin @now deceased) 

Son - John - 
Daughter - Mary Catherine 


Aurelia Cornea - always known as Goldie 
Married Bitola Mourchevick (Macedonian) 
Operated grocery store on Jefferson St until retirement 
Daughter - Gloria — Teacher East Chicago Schools 
Son - Virgil -— unemployed 
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Qctavian Ion Cosgaria Interviewed 9/3/76 
Qscar John Cosgary By Pearl Mailath 


Born 1907 (now 69 years old) 
6th grade education 


P ---Why did you come to America? 


0 ---I had four brothers, they are all lawyers. So, my father says, that 
I have to take care of the family...we have so much machine work to do 
You know, pretty well to do (To have money to send four boys to become 
lawyers, you have to be well-to-do) to send four boys to make lawyers 
out of them...one of them was senator. 


I get a letter one day...you see, my brother Victor...he was married... 
here in Gary. His wife was going to have a baby...but she had T.B,. 

She knew she was going to die. Then, she have the baby. After two 
weeks...the mother died. 


He (Victor) lived by Dan Gligor at 1113 Adams. When we came to this 
country in 1922. So, Victor write to my father he would like to bring 
me and my sister (Sylvia) to take care of the baby. But you have to 
have somebody guarantee for Sylvia...he bring her for Tom Strimbu..... 


It took us about three years to get the passports and two years to 
get the viaa. He sent the money...but it took a long time to get the 
passport...we had a hard time. 


1g ---So you had to wait 10 years bepre you got them? 

0 ---No, 3 years. 

P ---Just for you? 

0 ---No, for Sylvia too...both of us together....we came together. He (Victor) 


wants Sylvia to take care of the baby. And (after his wife died) he was 
going with Jenny Popa...who is in Florida now. 


?P ---You came then.....? 

0 ---In August 13, 1922. 

P ---When you got here, what was your impression of the country? 

0 ---Oh, go back, go home...go back home. Compared to what was here..... 
P ---You mean you were better off in Romania? What you left behind was 


more than what you found here? You had more over there? 


0 ---Sure. 


P ---So, you came to your brother..... 


0 --=He (Victor) had a car; he had a truck...... 


SS ee 
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P 


0 


---He had a business already? 


---Sure, on Adams Street. We had two trucks, delivering groceries. 
We had two butchers and George Morton was one...the one who is giving 
all the fish (to the church) annually. 


---Oh, George Morton worked for Victor? 

---George Morton worked for Victor.... 

---Did he Mary Jenhy? 

---Yes, he married her; sure, he married her.... 
I went to night school and worked in the store in the daytime. I was 
always in the truck...so....We had trouble delivering, not bringing 
money in....you know....the driver (the other drivers)...he don't care 


On payday, I says, "Lady, you owe so much money ."' 


(Customer would answer) "Oh, we have to make a payment on the house, 
we have to let it (payment on bill) go." 


"Oh, no, no. Either pay or you not gonna get anymore," (Oscar said). 
---Oh, you started driving...delivering right away? 


---Yeh, about a month later, I started. You didn't need a linense 
(driver's license)...a month after I came to this country, I started 
to drive. 


---When you had to deliver, how far did you have to go? All over Gary? 


---See, there were a lot of Mexican boarding houses. And we make them 
first. When John Nicoara started in business, they started buying milk 
from us...I mean meat...from Victor. Victor was the one show him 
(Nicoara) how to cut meat, him and Rose both...and then quite a few 
Romanians....you know, went with them (as customers). The ones (who) 
wanted (to go there) The ones wanted (came to us) wedidn't get mad. 


(Construction in Ggry re homes) 


0 


---They started on Harrison...there from Harrison to Pierce...there were 
a few homes here and there...in Tolleston. We build (trade for store) 
there in Tolleston. WE had doctors and lawyers...there was a Dr. Craig.. 
We had all kinds of people (for customers) 


---When were you a milkman? When did you start that? 


---In 1930. You see, I tell you..... 
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P ---When you came, the hall was here and the society already? and 
everything was ready? 


0 ---Yeh, sure.... 


P ---Do you remember some of the meetings they used to have? Some of the 
things they used to do? 


0 Q@--Yeh, Christ, we had a poolroom...(at hall) If you go a little bit 
early (to the meeting) there were 70 or 80 at the meetings..(if you go 
a little bit early, yu can play pool first). 


P ---That many attended meetings? 


0 ---Sure, all Romanians. John Comanita, Draghici, Shorty Popa. I remember 
them yet. What... 


0 ---But when I deliver groceries..there were few (people) that had 
telephones. I used to have to take the order (go to them first to 
get the order, come back to store to get it filled, and go back to 

customer to deliver)...I wrote just what they tell me..... 


Telatine (veal), govedina (beef) ioanatina (lamb). I have staksta 
(steak) they used to get round steak those days, ground meat. 

(He couldn't speak Greek or Mexican or Serbian so customer would tell 
him in their language and he wrote it down as it sounded. Customer 
couldn't speak English too well either and not Romanian either) 


0 ---There was those two Campean boys..... we go in poolroom and shoot pool. 

Then we go in Capitol Restaurant and have coffee. My brother, one day, 
..--he never figure I do that. He was waiting for me on top of the stairs. 
You know, we got 5 rooms..upstairs..in the front....why should we rent 
someplace...you know, to be close to store.....so we move over there 
(upstairs). And I never come home to 2:30 in the morning. 


My brother figure he scare me..... He stay on top of stairs with a stick 
behind his back...... he told me you do not go out so much...you have to be 
in the store at 7 in the morning...we work from 7 to 7 those days. 

My brother, he put the stick out and say, "Stick em up." 


P ---Tell me about your trip to Europe with Fr. Truta. How did that happen? 

0 Ser Lt LID De6 6 «a0 

P ---Where was he (Fr. Truta)? 

0 ---In Cleveland. See, first nobody want him in Gary....... 

P ---He left Gary and went to Cleveland? 

0 ---Just ome second. We find an apartment for him....they pay (rent)for him... 
they give him groceries...then he got a job at the mill and she got a job 


at the school (Froebel as janitress). And we keep church for the Catholics... 
they keep church at Froebel School. (Catholics attended church on Madison 


and Orthodox at Froebel). 
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---That went on for about three months, and the other (priest) Negovan.... 
he was the priest on the payroll...the man was old and couldn't keep it... 
(Negovan was old and couldn't do the work) So, one Sunday about twenty 
of us walk in, after they got through (with Liturgy), It think it was 
Comanita who said...... 


He say, "Ladies and gentlemen, wait a minute. We also are members and we 
stay here (at this church), Mr. Pantea, and ..... you know.....and we want 
Fr. Truta to serve Liturgy." 


Well, the people, you know, they went crazy..after him (they liked Truta). 
When he (Truta) got the job in Cleveland (because) it was more than we 


could afford to pay here....we had only 150 (members)..... I don't remember 
....the church was small (few members)...you know...this one (on 12th & Madison). 


P ---When did you go to Europe? 

0 ---In 1933. We keep contact. (Me and Fr. Truta). One day I got a letter 
from him. He says, "Tave'’..... he always call me Tave..... see, my brother 
was a lawyer for the town in Cercaia...it's only four miles from there 
(to Truta home town)..... and his brother-in-law was Dr. Bozva.....(he) was 


next door. They were friends. 


They knew we were coming. "I wish there was some one to help me drive the car. 
I know you're a good driver," (said Fr Truta in letter) 


At that time I was champ. I used to have a Chyrsler Imperial. And I ask 
my boss at the dairy..... "Sure, take 20 days off." (I told the boss) "0, I 
take 21 because I see how I could, but not you." 


Because all the dairies was after me....Cloverleaf, Dixie,....but business 
wasn't too good. (Other dairies offered more money, but he stayed with Blue 
Ribbon. However, he took more time off that boss wanted to allow because he 
knew he could always get a job with the other dairies.) 


So, we went with the car to Romania....we drove to New York (from Gary). 
P ---What kind of car was it? 


0 ---Buick. Buick Roadmaster. They call it. (it's) more like a Riviera... 
1933 car, thinking of leaving it there (in Romania). So, when we got there 
off the boat (in Europe), the car was down, waiting for us already. And 
then we fill it up with gas...the gas was high then...there was 50¢ a 
gallon ....over here was only about 15¢ or 20c. 


P ---You mean in Romania it was 50¢ a gallon? 


0 ---France...you see, we dtive it to LeHavre. We had to stay there in LeHavre 
two weeks...quarantine...they don't let you out...and then we came...... 
We had a fellow with us...it was a journalist....name was Nick Bohar... 

he was from Cleveland. He was real nice. He came with us and he came 
back with us. 


Then we went to see my brother. He want to go to Blaz to college, then 
to go to Cluj University, and where (fruta) folks live, they were poorer. 
They were poorer than the people was in our town because they didn't have 


any floor....just the dirt (in their houses). But it was nice. 
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furope---We stayed there...me and Trutzi....that's what we used to call his 
(Fr. Trutza's son)....he was 7 or 8 years old then.....we took the car and 
washed it. It was full of mud. We took our trip in car...all together. 


In 


Next day, we got as far as Cercaia. So, first we went to where Emil (my 
prother) live. My brother was there.....Valer (another brother), Emil and 
his wife....and they started to help (us unload) and everything else. They 
said, 


"Why didn't you bring our Tave?" 


And he (Fr. Trutza) said, "Look, he's here." 


Oh, they all started to hug.....all the girls....and they asked....... (about 
family in America). 
(Oscar's brother recognized Fr. Trutza but did not know Oscar. So, they 


not knowing that Oscar was coming also, were not expecting their brother) 
P ---They didn't know you were coming? 


0 ---They didn't know I was coming...... I didn't know I was coming... 
You change you know.....you go a little boy and come now..... 


(Since they did not know he was coming to Romania, they didn't look 
for Hime <..s. he had left there as a young boy of 16 and now returned 
as a grown man of 26....quite a change) 

P ---How long did you stay in Romania that time? 


0 ---Ninety days 


P ---Ninety days? and you traveled all over, didn't you? How were the 
roads then? 


0 ---They were pretty good until we got to Romania. When we got to Romania... 
boy, oh, boy..... it was pretty bad. They do the work...but they 
don't work on them. You see, Ford Motor Co. build the roads....... 


(Romania didn't maintain roads) 

0 ---In Germany----it was coming up to big river..... 

P ---Danube? 

0 ---Dunarea,, Danube. I told him (Fr T) "Let me drive." 
"No," he says, "let me drive for awhile." 
"Okay." When he put the brakes on, I don't know why he put the brakes on, 
near the curve, we skid.......was raining like nobody's business.....Well, 
I had a raincoat. Engine was working and working and working....try to 
....(they had skidded off the road into mud and were stuck). 
We went then to this two brothers...they had...not like over here...I see 
they have a tow truck and two horses, and we told them what we want. So, 


with the one horse they come andpull it (the car) out (of the mud). And 
I think I give them fifteen dollars (american money ). 
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0 ---(Later) We stop at some friends' restaurant (this is in France) 
And the only thing I know is "Parlez-vous Francais."" and " 


So, they (restauranteurs) come up there and put the light and show us..... 
Oh, all kind of stuff. We were hungry, so we eat. 


Then, they come with.....have pie, chicken, French (fries), all the rest. 
Then, "what the heck is that for?" 


(Not understanding the language, they wanted to eat.....but restaurant 
was closed....people who ran it understood they wanted food, and so they 
opened it for them, putting on the lights and offering the smorgasboard 
Then, they brought the rest of the food such as chicken, etc. but Oscar 
and his party had filled up already. So, the rest of the food was packed 
and given Fr. T and Oscar for their trip). 


P ---You ate too much of the other...the first 


0 ---No, they wrap it up and we take it along with us. They give it to us. 
P ---When Fr. T. started the church over here, who was in the church that was 
in Tolleston? There was another priest then, or there was no priest then? 


0 ---It already was here (moved to 11th & Madison). When tkey brought it from 
Tolleston, I wasn't here when they brought it. It was before I came 
(to this country). The church was already on 1133 Madison. 


P ---When you went into the tavern business, how kk did that happen? 


0 ---One fellow came to me....it was John Domino,,,,Irish and I don't know what 
(his nationality was) and a Jew (who was) pretty well to do. They say 
"You not a business man." 


(This goncerns BUYING a tavern. He only shook hands on the deal, and the deal 
stood. Others reprimanded him for not being a good business man) 
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Miscellaneous information: 


Qctavian John Cosgaria (Oscar Cosgary) 
Born 1907 

6th grade education 

Comes from Vad, Jud. Fagaras near Brasov 


Family - has 4 brothers who were lawyers - one was state senator 
Victor came to America about 1915 - opened grocery store - he had about 5 
stores (some at the same time) all in Gary 

One at 1lth’ & Adams - (Main one) 


4th & Maryland Butchers got paid $50.00 week 

4th & Jefferson 

4th & Fillmore Victor bought his first store from 
1704 Broadway his in-laws 


Qne month after coming to America he started driving truck for storel 


In 1930 he started out as milkman for Blue Ribbon Dairy, 14th & Connecticut 
Fred Schutz was Milk Drivers business agent - he got Oscar started in this job 


Married to Mary Vasile August 25, 1935 - she died Feb 1962 


Had one son, Richard (now 32 yrs old) works at Bethlehem Steel, Portage 
in office - has B.A. from Indiana in Psychology, one year at St. Joseph College 
Also worked for Gary School S¥stem 


Married to Mary Dura Evon about 3 years and to Irene Rusu Andrews about 1-1/2 yrs(?) 


Was milkman from 1929 to 1944 
Started tavern business in 1944 to 1970 when he sold the one at 4th & Adams 


Now retired 


May 19, 1977 
Tape Number 10 


Interview With Oscar Cosgary 


By Mary Breaz 


This is Mary Breaz interviewing Oscar Cosgary on May 19, 1977. 
Would you please tell me what year you came from Romania 

to Gary, Indiana? 
On August. 13,: 1922. It was on a Sunday morning when we 


arrived in Gary. We were brought by taxi to 11th and Adams 


Streets. My brother, Victor, came and picked us up and took 
na to a pienic. Victor had a store and had three romms in the 
back, so we lived with him there. I started working for him 


in the store, them switched to delivering groceries in his 
truck because he was having troubles finding drivers. Because 
I was driving the truck... I got to meet peaple of different ; 
nationalities. 

Victor remarried, and then the depression came. i got 
after ham to sell some of his stores. I went to the bank that 
Friday to deposit $10,000. Then, two hours later, the president 
of the bank shot himself. 

Uncle Oscar, would you tell me what you did for enjoyment 
once you were in this country? 

Well, we had dances on Sunddy and I went to them. in-to2cet > 
I went to dancing school to learn and had about ten lessons. 

I stopped dancing and took ballet and really enjoyed myself. 

My wife, Mary, went to school to be a beauty operator. She 
worked for awhile and didn't enjoy the work. Some friends 
who lived near your father offered to send her to college, but 
her father said no. I started dating her after this, and six 
months later, we got married. I had a wonderful life. 


Uncle Oscar, would you tell us when you got married and 


when your son, Richard, was born, please? 
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We got married on August 25, 1935 and must have had the 
biggest wedding in Gary at Moose Hall on 7th and Adams, There 
were people from Harbor and people from Gary. Then, we went 
to Bass Lake on our honeymoon, and everyone came over there. There 
were about fifteen people there, and they started singing, 
so we really enjoyed ourselves 

Well, in those days, people got together and celebrated 
a marriage in the Romanian fashion, I imagine. Now, when was 
your son, Richard, born? 

In 1941, January 20th. I remember that I came home from 
work and Mary was already in the hospital with her mother. 

Would you please tell me what type of a life you had after 
you were married for awhile? Did you get together with your 
friends or go visiting or gmx go out to the theatre or dancing? 
I'd like to know something of the recreational life, please. 

Mary had alot of friends, so there wasn't a day that we 
didn't have company. We went on alot of vacations, one year 
we went to Niagra Falls, another time to Florida. i Stiri like 
to go to church and make donations. I'm happy with the way I 
am, I can't ask for anything more. 


Thank you, Uncle Oscar, this was a very good interview. 


*This was audited, alot of the remarks were rambling, so we took 


them out. 


ORAL HISTORY 


Interviewer and translator --Mary Bogolia 
subject --Anna Crisan Age 75 11/76 


When did you come to America? 

In 1913 and I wasn't even 15 years old. I was a young girl, but I wanted 

to come. 

Did you know anyone here? 

No, a man said he would bring me here. He said he knew a man in Indiana 
Harbor, a Mr. Titu. 

And you took off, just like that? 

0h yes -- this man was well off, he said he would support me until I could 
earn my living. He even signed for my passport, because they wouldn't give 

me one. 

When you were in Romania, did you go to school? 

Iwent to see what it was like. But I went to a Hungarian school. Only 2 days 
a week for day we had Romanian school. 

Why did your parents let you come here by yourself. 

They couldn't cope with me. I told them if they wouldn't let me come I would 
hang myself. I even went and got a rope! I wasn't really going to do it, I 
just wanted to scare my mother: But I wanted to come to America. 

Did you have sisters and brothers? 

I had 3 brothers and 2 sisters but I was the only headstrong one. My mother 
told my father "We have to let her go, if we don't she will do something crazy." 
So they got the money and applied for my passport. Then a man came from the 
counsel and said "Annie, you got your passport." This was on the 10th, and on 
the 12th I was supposed to leave. I had a cousin who just came home from the 


army and he said he would throw a party for me. So we had a going away party. 


oo 


- = 


When we got to Ogra, at the train station, my mother started to cry, she was 
regretting what she had done sending me away by myself. So I came by Mr. Titu. 
‘ 
They used to call it "Casa Romana" (Romanian house). Anyway, they told me to go 
to sleep over there. But how could I -- it was a big room with a lot of beds -- 
all full of men. So I said I can't sleep there with all those men, let me 
sleep on the floor in your room until tomorrow, then I will see what I'm going 
to do. So they put a pallet on the floor and I slept there. The next day I 
went to a store on Main Street, the last store on the street and Mrs. Jeorse 
and Mrs. Constantin were there. Mrs. Jeorse asked me if I wanted to work and 
I said "of course, how much will you pay." She said $12.00 a month -- so I 
went to work for her that night. I had my own room with a bed and a small 
dresser. I unpacked my cufer (trunk) and started to work. Walter Jeorse was 
5 years old then and his sister Victoria was younger. Mrs. Jeorge was pregnant 
with John and there was a lot of work. She had boarders and I had to help her 
with everything. I didn't know anything. One day Mrs. Jeorse told me to get 
some yeast and make some bread. I kneaded the dough and set it aside. It 
didn't rise, so I thought maybe the yeast wasn't fresh, so I put some more yeast 
in and kneaded it again. It still didn't rise. Finally, Mrs. Jeorse came and 
tasted it. She said how much salt did you use. I said box! That dough never 
did rise. I had to start all over again. I told her I had never made bread 
before. She said, well you sure made it now. I never called her Doamna (lady), 
I always called her Lele Sofia. The next day, she told me I had to wash clothes. 
It was summer, and we had to hang them outside on a pulley line, but I had never 
done that, so I said Lele come her I want to ask you something. How do you 
hang clothes. She said you take them one by one and pin them on the line. I 
said you go first, and I'll come behind you. She got mad -- but she showed me 


how to work the pulley line to hang the clothes. 


I stayed there 2 years but she was always picking on me. I took it, but after 


2 years, I thought why do I have to take this, I'm 17 years old, I'm a big girs. 
There was a dance one night, somebody's wedding, and I told her I wanted to go. 
She said go ahead, so I went. She and her husband came later and told me to go 
home and watch the children. I got mad and said I don't have any, you made then, 
you go watch them. This was on a Saturday night. On Sunday morning I didn't 
wake up to open the saloon. I used to get up early and clean the saloon, but 
this morning the men were knocking on the door and no Annie. Mr. Jeorse came 

and told me to get up and get to work. I told him to do it himself, I quit. 

So I left that day and went to work for a Jewish lady across the street. She 
said she would give me $20.00 a month. She was sick and had 4 small children. 
But she taught me a lot. She would say now put this and this and that's where 

I learned to make dough. I even learned to make noodles. But I only stayed 

2 months, there was too much work. So I went to another place. There were 

only 2 children and I got $25.00 a month, and I was off on Saturday and Sunday. 
They told me to go to church. They had a hardware store and I used to help all 
the time. I would repair furniture and clean up in the store as well as in the 
house. Then Mrs. Jeorse came and begged me to come back, she said she couldn't 
find anyone else and offered to give me $25.00 a month. I went back. Soon 

she started picking on me again, I decided I wasn't going to put up with it so 

I decided to get married. I didn't want to, but I wasn't going to stay there 
anymore. I worked in the saloon and all the boys used to come there, so I saw 
them all. Some of them were such drunkards! I really liked Emil Cergizan, and 
he liked me, but he said if we get married we would have to live with his mother, 
and she had a baby every year so I said go-to-h__, if she makes the babies, let 
her watch them. So I said I would marry Nick Crisan, because he has nobody here, 


and he doesn't drink to excess. But, after we got married, he had friends and 


and cousins who would come over to eat, so I still ended up cooking for a lot of 
people. 
After you got married did you have a boarding house? 
We opened a grocery store on Block Avenue and we bought a car! We were one 
of the first ones to have a car. I told my husband lets have a good time now 
before we have any children, so we bought the car, it cost $800.00. I had 
$200.00 cash and we made monthly payments of $25.00. My husband worked at the 
foundry as chipper and I took care of the store. He would get $35.00 for 15 days 
work, and we didn't need much. I would scramble a couple of eggs, have some 
green beans, some potatoes —- not like now when everybody wants steak and who 
knows what else. That's the way the world was then. We lived in 2 rooms in 
back of the store. After I had Annie and Nickie, I had to sell the store 
because my husband was not a business man, he couldn't take care of the store, 
and I had the 2 babies. So we bought the house on Pennsylvania Avenue across 
the street from your mother. Then I built the hotel, and I worked cleaning 
rooms until 1966, then I retired. Only because they tore the hotel down. I 
said I wanted to work until I made $100,000.00 
You made it and spent it many times over: 
I made it, and with my husband sick, I spent a lot of money. He didn't believe 
in any insurance and when he first had his attack, it cost me $1,000.00 a week 
for 5 weeks. 

Now, I don't want to work anymore, I have enough. That's why I sold this 
house, and I'm going to California. 
Do yau have any there? 
No, but I'll manage. 


Now to go back to our story. When did Mr. Nick come to America. 


4, When I came, in 1913, he was a contractor, he was building the Baltimore hotel 
there by the train station. I remember when we got off the boat, somebody gave 
us a salami and a loaf of bread to eat on the train. That salami really smelled! 
I asked the man I was with what this was and he said "Annie, I don't know -- we 
don't have a knife to cut it open and see!" Anyway, I think Mr. Nick came in 1902. 
He got his citizenship papers in 1908. He was so proud to be an American, he 
celebrated all the holidays. When he was sick, he said I should be sent to 
faib-if»T didn't put the flag out on a legal holiday. I had work to do and I 
would forget. He was one of the first Romanians to become an American citizen. 
He used to go with everybody to Hammond to get their papers. 

). Tell me about your crossing on the boat. 

4, It was so hard on the boat. When I saw the water pouring out of the boat I 

said --— Lord, how is this boat going to cross the ocean, and when we got on, 

we were examined. They were going to send the man that was bringing me, back. 

He had been drinking and his eyes were all red, and they thought he had some 

eye disease. But I told them he was drinking, and they said why. He was 

happy I said. I talked in Hungarian and they understood me. So they let us get 
on. It was so bad on the boat, we came 28 days. On the boat, I said, how the 
devil they give us all legs to eat til I took them apart one day and saw there 
was wood in the middle. They just made them to look like legs. I thought they 
were catching some birds off the water to feed us legs! The women were on 

one side at a table and the men on the other. Then they would take us all out so 
they could clean up. It was autumn. After we went back in, everybody started 
throwing up again. When we got to New York, they examined us again. They asked 
me how I came here so young. I just shrugged my shoulders, I didn't understand 
what they were saying. There was a translator there, and so I told her I wanted 


to come. 


= es 


How did you hear about America? 

We got letters in our village. There was work available, work was cheap but 
the life was good, so I wanted to see. I told my mother I would stay 1 or 2 
years and I would come back. But then the war started, and I couldn't go back. 
I cried for my parents then. And I had to work so hard, I was a skinny little 
girl. JI had to put the sheets between my legs so I could wring them out. 

I had to wash all the bar clothes too and I couldn't get them clean enough. 

A lady who had a boarding house felt sorry for me, so she brought a bottle of 


kerosene and said use a little and rinse the clothes real well so they won't smell. 


And it worked -- like we use Linco now? 
Yes, but you had to rinse them well. That was the life then -- you had to 
work hard. 


How much was the fare, from Romania here? 

In Hungarian money, 200 zlotz. Then I worked and saved my money and when I 

had $35.00 I sent it home so my parents could pay back the money they borrowed 
from the bank. But I couldn't sent it until after the war, because all the 
mail stopped. 

You went back to Romania? 

I went in 1929 and it was real bad then. The people didn't have anything -- no 
clothes, no food, no houses, my mother wrote and said they were living in caves. 
So I told my husband -- we have money in the bank in Romania, lets give some to 
my parents and brothers -- so we signed papers so each got 10,000 lei, and we 
still had money left -- 100,000 lei. 

How did the money get in the bank in Romania? 

When we sold the store and house on Block Ave. --we sent the money there, 
because we were going to go back and be rich. But we never went. The banks 


closed and we lost all the money. 


0. It's a good thing you gave some of it away, you would have lost it anyway. 


A Yes...this way my parents were able to build themselves a house and buy a 


little land. 
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* September 2, 1976 
Interviewer and translator - Mary Bogolia (Mrs. B) 


Subjects - Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cutean (Mr. or Mrs. C) 


Mrs. B: Where did they buy the board? 

Mr. C: They bought it from a guy from Curnit. This guy went to Europe and 
he wanted to sell the boardinghouse. So, my father just got married on 
Saturday and Sunday morning he bought the boardinghouse. 

Mrs. B: Why did your parents come here in the first place? Mr father came 
first, and my mother was a rich man's daughter. She was here before, and she 
stayed only about six weeks, and her brother Paul beat the heck out of her, 
so Bhe went back home.to tell her father what her brother did to her. So 
he got mad and he said,"Here, now you take money and go back to America, 

and don't talk to him anymore." So, she came back again. She was chasing 
a guy. Not my father. 

Mrs. B: Then she wasn't married to your father at the time. 

Mr. C: No, no. Her boyfriend came here, but she didn't know where he was. 
She heard there were some more Romanians in Hammond, so that's where she 
went. Finally, my father got after her and they got married. 

Mrs. Bs And that was the wedding present, the board. 

Mr. C: A little, more or less. Then, they weren't married even ten months 
and my brother George was born. Then John, then me, then three others. In 
1912 he sold the boardinghouse to another guy from Cleveland. So they came 
over here to the harbor by Jim's father and motherz, there was a boarding- 
house for sale next door. So they bought that. Six weeks later my father 
got a letter from home that his mother is dying. He had a chance to sell it, 
80 he sold the boarding house and they went to Europe. But when he got 


there, his mother was dead already and we said,"Now we should go back, because 
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my mothers daed anyhow." But, he couldn't come back cause there was talk 
about the war. That was in 1913 already, so he went as far as Bremen, 
Germany to come here. There he stayed about six weeks, then ran out of 
money, SO he had to go back home. He couktdn't make it. He had to buy a 
passport from someone, but they weren't selling any. He went home, built 

a house, and the next year he went to war,in 1919. 

Mr. B: How did they used to run these boarding houses? I'm sure they 
didn't have all the convenience foods we have now. 

Mrs. C: Well, they made a big pot.. 

Mr. C: They had a great big copper kettle in the yard hanging. They would 
put the clothes in there and boil them. Then take them out with the stick, 
beat them up, and rinse them in the creek. We had a creek running thru 

our yard. 

Mrs. C: Yeah, but Mary was talking about the food. 

Mrs. B: The food. How did they feed all these people? 

Mr. C: They usedto make a big stew. A big pot of stew. Three times a week 
was stew. One time a week was pork chops. 

Mrs. C: That was a treat: then bean soup. 

Mr. C: Then one day a week....it cost nothing to feed those people, bedause 
youawere getting the lungs from the calves for nothing, and they were making 
soup and clatite (crepes). One day a week. The guy would bring them the 
groceries with two big sacks of flour and two brick cheese. My mother had 
her cousin lining with us. He cut the cheese, from two o'clock in the morn- 
ing to four o'clock in the afternoon. My mother would start making clatite. 
She had forty people, you know. 

Mrs. B: Could they all sit down at one table and eat? 

Mr. C: No, they had a round table. About ten or fifteen. Six guys used 


to come from work, dt down and eat, six more come, and so on, 
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They all used the same bed. Twenty-two of them go to work for twelve hours 
a night and «when they come, twenty-two go to work days, so they'd sleep in 
the same bed. Weekends when they were all home, they used to double up. On 
| the floor, whereever thay can. Outside in the summertime... 

Mrs. B: How much did they get for their pay? Do you know? 

Mr. C: They used to get about eighteen cents (18¢) an hour. Sure, they 
worked in the stone quarry over there, cracking the rock for the cement 
plant. 

Mrs. B: When you worked in the cement plant, they used to put their under- 
wear in water and.... 

Mrs: C: Well, they didn't have water softeners then, or soaps. I remember 
in those days, our mothers made their soap. They would save all the old 
fat, and the lard and keep it in a big container. They would make a great 
big fire out in the yard in that copper kettle. They would fill that up 

with fat, wasted meat, lye, ana I don't know what else, to make their own 
soap. Boy, there hands were chapped all the time, from that soap/ 

Mrs. B: I remember my mother used to make it too. She usedto put it ina 
tray and when it was cool, cut it with a knife. For washing clothes, she used 
to shave it off. 

Mrs. C: If they would of had linco or water softeners, it would of been 

a pleasure.to wash. 

Mr. C: My mother used to tell me, my father would mever admit it, that after 
they had been married about three years, fhey had four kids already. So my 
father wn jealous of something, and he used to always raise hell and get 
@runk. Saturday night, my mother used to send her cousin,"Go get the police, 
mant" So they put him in jail till monday morning, three thirty, the guy 


pt 
Would open it and say,"Mike, you gotta go home and go to work,your horses 
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are waiting for you." 

Mrs. B: Horses? 

Mr. C: Yes, he used to be a driver. He used to drive the horses that 
pulled the stone wagon from the quarry. We took pictures of that. We 
still have some of the pictures. 

Mrs. B: You have some pictures like that? Do you think ym could find 
them? 

Mrs. C: Yes, I have them in there, but there slides, you know? 

Mrs. B : We could make a print of them. 

Mrs. C: Then I havwe one of the cement plant, up on the hill. It's a 
Buffington plant, like the one here, in the Harbor. 

Mr. C: It's the same company, U.S.Steel.owns that. This one and the one 
in Hammond. 

Mrs. B: When your mother came here, who did she come to? Do you Know? 
Mrs. C: We came here because Paul's brother was here. But the first thing 
she said, she knew she was coming to harbor, she said, "I am so happy, I'm 
going to see my friend Sofia Sarlea!" (Mrs.Bogolia's mother)"thats where 
she lives!" and we did. We looked your mother up the very next day. It 
was Old homecoming week when those two met. They knew each other real well 
from Farrell, Pennsylvania. Because your mother lived in the same build- 
ing with my mother. Your mother had a bunch of boarders in the front of 
the house and my mother had a bunch of boarders in the back of the house. 
Mr. C: They used to steal the boarders from on another, you know? 

Mrs. C: I don't think Christina or Sofia ever stole each others boarders, 
because they were two sisters; thats how good they got along, but, on week- 
ends, those boarders would get together. They'd buy a keg or two of beer and 


all get drunk on beer. It didn't fake much to get them drunk. I've got to 
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tell you the story about the rats. They'd get drunk and what are you gonna 
do,late at night on a Saturday. They didn't have cars or anything for plea- 
sure and they couldn't afford to go in a tavern to drink, so they would 

drink in their room. Heck, all of their beds were propped up with wooden 
boxes . They would jump up on the bed and the boxes and make so much noise. 
You talk about people being wild today? The Romanians were wild! So, they'd 
all get out together in the summertime. The whole bunch of them, and your 
mother and my mother and a bunch of kids, we'd all be there with them, and 
they'd take a water hose, there used to be a lot of big rats in those days, 
because threre were a lot of shantys in the back, they'd put the water hose 
in the rat hole, and out would come the rats. Those crazy guys would catch 
them rats. 

Mrs. B: Wouldn't the rats bite them? 

Mrs. C: I don't know. Thats what I said to Paul the other day. Didn't they 
ever get bitten? They probably did, but it didn't bother them. They had 
these little, in those days they had those little baby rattlers made out of 
jingle bells that you use at Christmas, and they would tie those darn 
jingles on the rats tails. Forget sleep for a few days. Thats all you 

heard in the yard after we'd go to bed. They'd go jingle, jingle, jingle, 
all over. There must of been a hundren rats with jingle bells on their 

tails. Poor things. That was their entertainment in those days. I don't 
think they knew what it was to have a girl friend or to run around, because 
as soon as a girl came from Europe, the first thing, they'd marry her. 

No money to spend, because they were all saving. Everyone of them was 
Saving every penny they could get. 

Mrs. B: How many of them went back to Europe? To Romania. 


Mr. C.: Practically everyone went once or twic e end came back ageih. 
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‘.1 they finally decided to settle down. My mom, three times she went 
pack to -Romania. Her father would send her right back. “You wanted to 
go to America, so you're going back again,™. Then her brother Paul would 
come here, and he'd never work. But he used to board and pay just like the 
| rest of them. He had money. Thats the guy that adopted me, cause he was 
the richest guy in the village. Thats why I ran away from there too. 

Mrs. B: He wanted to adopt you. 
Mr. C: I was eleven years old and he said,"You be the richest guy in the 
| village when you big enough to get married." My uncle didn't have any 

kids. He married an ugly woman, but she had land from here to Gary. She 
omed it. So, naturally that went on his name, and it was going to be 
‘mine. So I said,"If I have to live like this till you die and I get the 
Placa, I'd rather be away from here and never see me again." Thats exactly 
what I did. I ran away from home, and they never saw me. Forty years later, 
to the day, I went home and saw my mom and dad. I went in 1959. 

Mrs. B: When you came here first, your father was here? 

oe. Cs No. 

Mrs. C; He was born here. 

| Mr. C: My parents went to Romania in 1912, then I was raised in Romania.Then 
in 1927, when I was seventeen, I came here by myself. I worked on the boat. 
Ididn't have any money to pay my fare. 

Mrs. B: How did the people come over here on the boat? They couldn't talk. 
| Inglish. 
Irs. C: Well, they have tags on them too. Where they were going, their name, 
M&. Cs Your name, and the place you come. You would write to your friend, 


ley, come by me."' How do you think I came. I came with the address of my 


brother. He never know that I was coming. 
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vrs. C: Well, they knew how to say,"No money". They didn't have any money 
with them, that much they knew. 


| Mrs. B: Then what did you do after you got off the boat? Did you get on 


“Ls “> 


. train? 

| Mr. C: Well, like me, I worked on the boat and I was supposed to come to 

| New York, my contract called for New York. I had a pretty nice captain and 

I said,"Why should I stay on here for two nights, when I could get off here 
on Rhode Island, Province." And he said, "Yes, but you don't have any money 
from here to Youngstown." I said "Don't worry about it. I talked to the 

Red Cross and they gave me $6.80." So I went to the Red Cross and they gave 
me the difference. I had a little bit of money, but I wouldn't show that 
twenty dollars. 
Mrs. B: That was a lot of money in those days. 
Mr. C: Your not kidding. I got that from the Berlin bank, twenty dollars 
American momey. They gave me money in Romania; lunch, two sandwiches, an 
orange and a banana. 
Mrs.B: To eat on the train. 
Mr. C: Yes, to eat on the train. Then, when I got to Youngstown, nobody 
there but me. Who, where am I going. So, I saw a guy with a taxi, and said 
"Take me this place!" He did, on Oliver Street, and I went to the address 
where my brother was and I knocked on the door, and a woman came to the 
back door and she looked and when she saw, she pulled the shade down. I 
knocked again, and I talked in five languages to her, I figured she'd under- 
Stand one of the languages. She wouldn't open it. I didn't have a suit- 
case or anything, just like this. So, I went down the street and one guy 

_ Was whistling a Romanian tune and I said"Good day, good day, your a Roman- 

ian, whats happening?" He said,"Your.a fellow contryman!" and I said, 


"Yes", He said,"I knew you were coming, but I didn't know when. Your 


Sheorge's brother." I answered,"Yes" So he told me to go with him to 
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gstore, a big store. He asked me, "You hungry?" I said, "Oh, my." He said, 
iiet do you want to eat? Fix ten eggs, two big slabs of bacon, and two 
pieces of bread." And honest, I ate it all. He adked me,"Where did you 

iat it all?" I told him,"here, right here."(Patting his stomach). He asked 


ne what else I wanted and I told him,"Give me that pot of milk," and I drank 


all of that too. Then, I started singing too. 

Mrs. B: When they went to the store to buy all of the food to feed the 
poarders... 

Mr. C. - You didn't go to the store. 

Mrs. C. - There was always a Romanian with a store. 

Mrs.C. - The storekeeper always came to the house, and you'd tell him. 

Mrs. C. - Yes, but most of the stores were owned by Romanians. 

Mrs.C. — Yes, but not in Hannibal. 

Mrs. B. - Say, like over here. 

Mr. C. - Over here they were, by Romanians, afterwards, but not at first. 
Mrs. B. - They would come to the house? 

Mr. C. - Yes, he would come to the house. When he would deliver what you 
ordered yesterday, you would give him the order for tomorrow. (In Hannibal) 
Mrs. C. - If I'm not mistaken, when wé came to the Harbor, storekeepers 
were going to different homes and asking what they wanted, and he!d: write 
it down and later deliver it. I remember that. 

Mrs. B. - How woubd they keep the food so it wouldn't spoil? 

irs. C. - They had ice boxes. And in the winter time, everyone had a box 
on their kitchen window where they kept everything. 

Mr. C. - If something was left over, you put it over there,, and warm it 
up at dinnertime.the next day. Now, if you leave it out, in five minutes 
it's Spoiled, and you through it away, contaminated. We used to have bread 


delivered - that DeRose - used to deliver the bread. 
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Then we would go and pull the coal with the hook to separate the small ones 
from the big ones. Your father would say,"Hey, lets go make it warm again." 
urs. C. - We'tsed to get flour. All the flour we could use. Who used it - 
the Cresanas and the Cuteans. People used to share in those days, and help 
each other out. Like your folks helped us out. He wasn't working and we 
coulkn't pay the rent. Once we could and ten tiges we couldn't. 

Mr. C. - One time your father said,"If you move, I can give the room to 
another man, he works and can pay." So, then, I foulad a house and moved. 
Mrs. C: We moved on Block Avenue across the street from Angy Russell's 
tavern. 

ms. C.: Then in 1936....> 

Mrs. C.: He called us back, but then we could pay. 

Mr. C.: He said," The man moved and the room is empty and we made it nice. 
Come on and move there, if you want." The next day, right on the spot we 
moved back. We must have got along pretty good if he came and asked me 

to move back. They were tickled pink for what I was doing for them, and 

I was tickled pink for them letting me live there. No people don't appreciate 
that. 

Mrs. C.: And they'd all get out in front for Mrs. Neansu's, next door - 

the whole darned neighborhood sitting on benches in the evening. They 

could hardly wait to get the dishes done and everything put away to go out 
there and talk till midnight. Laugh, just laugh their heads off. 

Mr. C.: So we talk about these Puerto Ricans sitting on the steps. Well, 
what the heck were the Romanians doing. 

Mrs. C: And we used to make noise, too. 

Mrs.C.: The kids would say,"Ma, I'm sleepy," and their mothers would answer, 
"Go to sleep and shut up." 


Mrs. C.: How many times Vera ( their daughter) fell asleep in front of your 


mothers radiator in the living room because she was more at home downstairs 
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Mrs. C. - Remember that woman from Gary? She used to come one, two times 
a week with bread. She brought it for years and years. Up until they 
died, they were making bread and delivering it. 
Mrs. B. - They used to make the church bread and bring it down. 
Mr. C. - Then we used to butther a pig. Your father had a shanty and Ke 
would ask when we were going to bring the pork. “Hey, lets go." He'd say, 
"I'm working midnights. When I come home, you come, and we'll go." Then we 
went. We took the car, butchered the pig, burn him, we scrubbed him, cut 
him in half, put~the entrils in a bushel, then bring it down to your base- 
ment, to cut it up. We'd make Romanian style sausage. 
Mrs. B. - Then smoke it. 
Mr. C. - Then put it in a shanty and smoke it. And you'd see those rats 
with a tail about that thick, at the door scratching, trying to get inside. 
Mrs. C. - It's a wonder they couldn't get to it. 
Mr. C. - When they had scratched a lot, we put bricks to block them, so 
they couldn't go in there. 
Mrs. C. = You know, those were hard days.there. They were happy days. 
Mr.. C. =- During the depression, nobody on Pennsylvania Avenue had water 
but your mom and dad. Everybody had to go way over on the other side of 
Vintailla. There was a water plug there, and people would go over there 
with a bucket and bring water. By your folks, there was water,coal, and 
gas and light because I took care of them. I was a shoemaker. I was the 
Only guy making a couple dollars here and there. I used to get three (3) 
loads of coal for nothing. When you'd put it by - when your father came 
home from work, cause he used to work one or two days a pay then, and that 
particular day I remember, he came home from work he said,"Why Paul, you 
could have brought it tomorrow, because tommorow, theres no work. I said, 
"I brought it with Fhetchinger's truck!" We used to bring them here from 


the coal yard. I told him,"I filled that hole in your Basement." (Coalbin.) 
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~ than she was upstairs. You know who used to pick her up? Charles Latia, 

_ fmil's brother would pick her up and take her upstairs. She was a couple 
years old and she was heavy, you know? 

Mr. C.: She'd go down with pants and come up with no pants, ® we knew 
where to look for them, behind the radiator. 

Mrs. C.: Or behind the bath tub. There were as many behind your mother's 
radiator and bath tub, as there was upstairs. 

Mr. C.: In front of your house, there used to be a garbage can. 

Mrs. B.: A big cement thing. 

Mr. C.: With a lid on. Your mother would see me and say," Oh, Ichaven't 
seen up up there in a long time." I said,"Wehl, watch now." I used to get 
right next to that garbage can, and it was this tall, up to my chest, and 

I go and jump right on top of it. "Right here!" and slam the steel door 
shut. I'd stay right by it and slam the top again. Your mother would say, 
"Oh my, he jumped again." 

Mrs. B.: I remember my aunt from Chicago, especially, sending me to Inland 
steel to get that sticky water. 

Mrs. C.: We went there for a long time. When we came here from Cleveland, 
we couldn't drink the harbor water. So we had to go over there with gallons 
about two times a week, so we could at least drink it. Afterwards, I wondered 
how we could of drank it because it smelled like rotten eggs. 

Mr. C.: The water was bad then in the Harbor. We used to get sand in it, 
even fish. 

Mrs. C.: I think we did get bad water in those days. We had better water 
afterwards. Thats where. everyone used to take a walk in the summertime, 

to Inland Steel just to get a drink of water. You know, they had somewhere 
to walk. 


Mr. C.: Upstairs in those six rooms, those plugs in the wall, like a socket 
you could put a lightbulb in, our son Nicky took the key to the door and 
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Beskod the key in two by putting it in there, you could see him mad - he 
gimost got electrocuted. Then I made covers and put them on. 

ure. €.: We didn't know what it was to take a person to the funeral home 

for wakes. We used to have them in our front rooms, mind you. Then, I'll 
never forget the first wake that wasn't in a funeral home, was at Mr. Neamsu's 
in her front store. She had the store in front and lived in the back. The 
pody was in front; there were raised donuts all night, and sandwiches and so 
on, and that would go on all night long. And that used to go on for three 
nights, wasn't it? 

Mr. C.: Yes, a wake three nights. 

Mrs. B.: It was really a wake. They stayed there with them. 

Mr. C. The women used to come there, and they would cry,"Dear of mine, man 
of mine, you left me without you." 

Mrs. C.: We used to enjoy listening to them cry. 

Mrs. B.: They would sing. 

Mr. C.: When Tenasu, that married her mother, you know, in 1936, thats what 
we had the wake. So her Aunt came from Youngstown, Ohio. 

es. C.: She was good at it, you know? 

Mr. C.: And she would sing,"Oh, you left us all here, oh, my goodness, oh, 
my goodness." 

Mrs. C.: You can't do it like she used to. 

Mr. C. : But she used to rhyme those words, man, if you could make a record 
you could sell it for a thousand dollars... 

Mrs. B.: I remember when, even when they laid the person out at the funeral 
home, we used to carry flowers and walk down the street behind the hearse with 
aband. They had a band in front. 

irs. C.: You're probably thinking of the same funeral we are, and that was a 


Romanian gypsy who used to play the violin, and they had him over at this 


tavern, they had a back room, and thats where he was laid out. I'11 never 


forget that funeral for a& long as I live. It started from the tavern, up 
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that little street to Block Avenue, to Michigan Avenue, made a left hand turn 
came all the way to Grand Blvd., made a left hand turn down Grand, all the way 
up to 136th. Made a left hand turn on 136th and on Elm Street, made a right 
hand turn to our church. You never heard such an orchestra in all of your life. 
Mrs. B.: And everybody carrying flowers, begause I remember carrying flowers. 
Mrs. C.: It was a parade, really. 

Mrs. B.: Did they do it only for that man? 

Mrs. C.: They had done it before, but he was so famous because he was a big 
violinist. 

Mrs. C.: They did it for about two other guys. 

Mrs. C.: I don't know about that. I only know about the last one. Then after 
that there never was another funeral like that. But imagine all of us marching 
to that band, down Block, Michigan Avenue, Grand Blvd. and 136th. 

Mrs. B.: The people that were living around there would say,"Oh, look at those.,." 


Mrs. C.: Well, I don't think they though anything of it. Today, things like 


that would shock us. Then, we all enjoyed watching it. We stood aside to 


watch and cried with them, I don't know. 


| 
. 
. 
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Mrs. B.: At that time wasn't it more or less all Romanians living there on 
Block and Pennsy. That was a'little Romania! 

Mrs. C.: Oh, yes, sure. 

Mr. C.: We had the Vintilla's grocery store, Vasile's grocery store, Micu's 
grocery store, we had Elia Popa's grocery store...... 

Mrs. B.: Something about this big policeman who used to..... 

Mrs. C.: Oh, yes, you know, at one time we used to have policemen on Block 
and Pennsylvania. And-we had this great big policeman that Paul was talking 
about, over there. Lawerence. Everybody know him by the name Lawrence. 
Nobody knew his last name. He would start on Michigan Avenue, go all the 


way to the end of Michigan Avenue and turn on Block, and go all the way 
back. In the evenings, he would make that again. He must of been working 
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four to twelve-, because it was always in the evening when we saw hin. 
Mr. C.: One month days, one month four to twelve and one month midnight.to 
eight. 
Mrs. C.; And everybody that he met, he stopped and talked. Everybody knew 
him. But, you know what he'd do? Every door, he would try it to see if it 
was locked. But I don't know why they were worried about doors, because 
the windows were all open without screens and you could of just taken a step 
in. 
Mrs. B: Nobody had anything. 
Mrs. C.: Well, I don't know. Nobody had anything, you'd think they wanted 
to take what somebody else had,,to make them have a little bit. Nobody ever 
robbed anybody. But boy,"Herecomes Lawrence, here comes Lawrence," so they'd 
all have to stop to Lawrence. Everybody, he knew the whole family. Now, thats 
whats wrong with today, really, because we don't have policemen patroling. 
Mr. C.: Well, one day, Andy Ressell's dog, a police dog, used to walk with 
the policeman, you know, all night on his beat. A cat was running, and this 
dog was chasing the cat and the window was open on the other side of this 
house and the cat went thru the window and the dog went in after it. After 
midnight, it was, and the people woke up and they ran out of the house. The 
cat took off after them and the dog. Lawrence had a heck of the time getting 
that dog back. He wanted that cat and thats all there is to it. It was like 


a circus. 


Mrs. B.: When they used to have weddings, the people used to take the whole 

family. 

Mrs. C.: Buggys were up there, plentiful, because we put our kids to sleep 
. in the buggy. They'd sleep, and we 'd stay till twelve, one, two, o'clock 
the kids were sleeping. Or they were even sleeping on chairs, or up on the 
Stage with coats uder them. 


| Mr.C.: In those days the people couldn't give the bride and groom presents 
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in the box and the envelopes. They had a guy there who was going from table 


to table and announce,"Paul Cuteans, Five Dollars," "Hooray, God help him!" 


‘then somebody else fifteen dollars, Then the best man use to give a hundred 


/ 


dollars, and the other people say,"Oh, my God,all the money, a hundred dollars." 
But then a couple days later, the best man got. fifty dollars back. He just 
made it look good, to make the other people give a little better. 

Mrs. B-: I know when I got married all the ladies in the neighborhood made 
homemade noodles. 

Mrs. C.: Yes, they used to make chicken noodle soup. 

Mrs. B.: They'd tell me,"I'm going to make noodles for your wedding!" 

Mrs. C.: I can remember going to a wedding that this one family had, five 

or six kids. And they'd go, the husband and the wifé; and all the kids lined 
up at the table, and when these people would go around and collect all the 
money, they'd say," Five dollars!" and there would be a bunch of them sitting 
around the table. 

Mr. C.: How about when we got married in Cleveland. There was a bootlegger, 
and his wife ran the restaurant that I used to eat in, I used to go across 
from my shoe shop and eat. They came to our wedding, and they gave us a 
hundred dollars. Each dollar was knotted. 

Mrs.C: Tied in a knot. 

Mr. C.: We had to unknot it and he'd say one more and we'd have to unknot 
that. He gave one hundred, one at a time, knotted. 

Mrs. C.: He stood there, it must of been an hour. Another thing about the 
weddings. Remember, they used to steal the brides, and that was the best 


man's job to protect that bride so she wouldn't be stolen, because you never 


‘ knew what they were going to ask in return, to get the bride back. When they 


Stole me, they wanted five gallons of homemade wine. But I was scared to 


death. I didn't know what it was all about, stealing means to take you away. 


So he gave them the five gallons of wine and they got drunk, so we didn't 


have anymore trouble with the stealers. They'd either have to give them money, 


age 16 - Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cutean, cont. 


ice drinks, or something. They always used to do that. Oh, and another thing. 
fhe day after the wedding, do you remember, they used to have another wedding 
for the people who helped, that worked. Then they'd have a man dress as the 
groom and a woman dress as the bride, but it didn't necessary have to be a 
man Or a worman, it could be two men or two women, dressed up. Then they 
would go through this mock ceremony, and thats where the fun was, the second 
night of the wedding. But all that food, gone through all that trouble just 
for the people who helped. 
Mr. C.: In the wall, the ice man come,"You know how to open that", He said, 
"Okay, Okay" so he opened that and throw it in a tub inside of the wall. 
He'd hit the tub and the tub would go all the way to the kitchen and the 
ice would stay right there and melt. 
Mrs. B: Didn't they used to put a sign in the window saying they wanted 
twenty-five(25) pounds or so and thats how the ice man knew to stop because 
the sign would be in the window. 
Mr. C.: A lot of times it would break and he'd shoot it in and it would get 
all over your floor. 
Mrs.B: We used to jump on the ice wagon and steal little pieces of ice. 
Mrs. C.: Well the ice man would break chunks off for the kids. 
Mrs. B.: Well the ice used to be in great big chunks and if you wanted only 
twenty-five pounds, then he would have to hit it and break it and get those 


little chunks. 

Mrs. C: He just knew how much was twenty-five pounds, how much was fifty 

pounds. 

Mr..C.: They were in a Hundred pound blocks. They'd be a big slab and if 
you wanted twenty-five pounds he'd cut this corner, if you want fifty, he 
goes across. 

Mrs.C: Thats how they did it here. But I can remember when I was little, 


_ we were living in West Virginia, and I used to have to go for ice, and the 
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ce house was, I'd say, ten or fifteen blocks one way over hills and what not. 
I had this special rope that I would tie a certain way, four ways, you know. 
Well, by the time I got home, maybe five pounds was melted. I'd be all wet. 

I just hated to go for ice, because over there, noone delivered ice, but over 
nere they delivered. 

‘Mrs. C: Going back to the weddings, now. 

Mr. C.: Oh, well, the weddings, when you danced, you didn't not only dance, 
you had to sing, and yell out those special phrases. 

Mrs. C.: And usualky the one yelling was a darned good dancer. His feet went 
just as fast as his mouth. 

Mr. C.: And everybody used to say,"Hey, lets all have another drink now, boy 
he's good isn't he." "Say something else, man," 

Mrs. B.: I remember Chulay usedto have a band first. And Boldi only came 
after that. 

Mr. C.: Then there were two bands, and Chulay used to run competitions. They 
used to compete with one another. Chulay would say,"I'm going to play for 
$75.00" and Boldi would here and say, "I'll play for $60.06." So, you hire 
Boldi, of course it's cheaper, fifteen dollars. Then they used to argue,"Hey, 
your not supposed to do that, because I was supposed to play for that wedding." 
"Well, why didn't you play?" fPhey used to fight, they usedto argue all the 
time. 

Mrs. C.: Well, you know, one orchestra, Boldi and Chulay, they were both 
terrific, youknow, you enjoyed no matter which one you had. And just think 
what our kids would do today if they had an orchestra like that to play for 
their wedding, because today, kids love to dance Romanian 


~ 


mre. B.: I t's surprising, the¥reall coming back to the Romanian now. There 


for a while, it seemed like they were, you know, kind of... 
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C.: But we don't really have a good Romanian orchestra, any more. Do 
“you remember, Boldi or Chulay, whichever one played for a wedding, they were 
Biare at six o'clock, playing music while we ate, but everybodys feet were 
keeping time with the music. Now, if the musi¢ian gets there at eight o'clock, 
good. The musicians today, play for money. But in those days, they played 
pecause they enjoyed playing, and they were terrific. You know, I can remem- 
per walking from work, coming up Michigan, Chulay had the barbershop on 
Michigan Avenue, and when I worked days, He must of played every day at 

four o'clock, because I'd hear himifor two blocks playing his trumpet in the 
doorway. You get over there, and there he is standing in the doorway blowing 
on that trumpet. You'd feel like you wanted to stand and listen to him, not 
keep On walking. 

Mrs. B.: Yet we complain about people putting the loud music on now. 

Mrs. C.: Yes, we complain about the stereo speakers kids have today. We 
were the same, but it was a different kind of music. It was our music, our 


generation. Today, this isn't our generation. 
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1---When did you come to the United States? 

10 ence--" 1925 

---How did it happen that you came to America? 

---My mother brought me. I came to join my mother in America. 

---Your mother had been in American for how long? 

---In 1906 she came to America. My mother came to America in 1906. 

---Tell about how she left you back there, small child. 

---She didn't leave me. I was born here. I was born in Canton, Ohio, and when 
I was three months old, she took me back home (to Romania). I didn't come 
back here until I was thirteen years old. Three children lived with my 
grandmother...two brothers and me. In 1925 she brought us back, to the farm. 


---When you left Europe, how did you come? Was it just the three of you? 


---Only the three of us...with the train..... to Buchurest. From Buchurest to 
Cherbourg to the ship. We came by ship. 


---And you came directly to? 
---We came to Canada. 
---In Canada? Where in Canada? 


---Who knows. The Red Cross gave us cookies and milk. I don't know where it 
was in Canada. 


---And from Canada, did somebody help you? 
---The Red Cross. They put us on the train and we came here to Gary. 
---To Gary, and in Gary somebody met you? 


---My mother and step-father me us in Gary, and townspeople and friends. Your 
father and mother, Vermejan, everybody was there at the train station. 


---Did you recognize anybody? 
---No, I didn't recognize anybody. When I saw a woman looking around, searching, 


as we got off the train, I said that must be mother. That's what I said when 
I saw her, you know. There were a lot of people there. 


---And was it (your mother)? 


---That was what I said because she was looking at us, and I thought it had to 
be her. The others remained further back. She was close to the train. 


I came to the farm, to work that land. 
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---My mother's sister sent me to America. She said, "Go, my dear girl, you're 
going to your mother. She has a large, beautiful house with bedrooms upstairs." 
When I got here, I found the house full of bedbugs. No electricity in the 
house, no running water in the house. Pearl, the water would freeze in the 
pail in the kitchen. 


jon ---That was worse than I was. 


---Honest to God. We didn't have water, nothing, nothing in the house. 
They'd go to sleep in the bedroom over there, they'd close the door and go 
to sleep. And my sister and I on the couch near the stove. 


---How about the boys, where were they? 

---They came with me from Europe too. They lived on the farm too. 
---No, not that. Where did they sleep? 

---Upstairs. They joined the bedbugs. 


They sure sent me to a good life in America. When I got here, I had to work 
on the farm. We arrived on August 2, I remember. Peppers had to be picked, 
to take to market. So, come on, Todora, you came from Romania to pick peppers. 


ide ecis We didn't have anything. Nothing in that house. So cold, so run-down. 
Never saw anything like that. I don't know, you were there a few times. We 
didn't even have a bathroom. 


.the truck, maybe you remember my step-father's truck. He sent me to the 
shanty there to bring some sacks. Mud....dark...I had to feel my way around. 
When I started to go through the yard, pow! I bump into somebody, a drunk. 

He had wandered away from the neighbor's. And he, poor man, couldn't find 
the road so he took off through the field and wandered into our yard, and I 
bumped into him. And then I started screaming and ran back. 


My step-father asked me what was the matter. I said that there's a man here. 

He went out and asked him what he's doing there. Started asking him where he 
came from, what he did. Then my step-father started hitting him, first on one 
side and then the other side, and he hit him and hit him, and that man didn't 
say a word. Then he called the policeman from Gary...there was one at the 

time, only one around there, and he (police) came and took him (drunk). This 
man had escaped from a neighbor....they had liquor there and he'd been drinking. 


---Was this right at the beginning after you arrived here? 
---Yes, and a young man from Gary got it with the .... He was beaten there. 
---When I came to America....that's what I told them when I visited (Romania) 


....(1 told them) I didn't arrive here to find the good life. Because I 
really did not. I did not come to a good life...at that time. 


---No. 


---I was in mud constantly, and my legs were always cut up. and I picked (vegetables) 


What did they care. We'll bring the children because they're grown up now. 
(Brought children here from Europe to help with the work now that they were older) 
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---Where did you live in Romania? 

---With my grandmother. 

---You had everything you needed over there? 

---Yes, I had one dress for Sunday and one for every day. 

---How about work. Did you work as hard? 

---OH, I worked. 

---You worked over there also? 

---That's right, I worked. 

---Did you attend school in Europe? 

---Not at all. I was related to the teacher. All the children attended school, 
but I'm not going anywhere. So she said, my dear child, we're related to the 
teacher, Batirla. (Excuse for not sending children to school) 

---You never attended school at all? 

---Not even one day. 

---Your brothers either? 

---None of us. 

---When you arrived here, you didn't know how to write? 

---We arrived with the ticket pinned to our chest. 

---Did any of you attend school over here? 

---I went for one year. Think about it, you go to school. You're thirteen years 
old and they put you in a class with the six, sevem-year-olds. I went for one 
year here on Ridge Road, over there by the farm. 

---Across the street? 

---Yes. I didn't want to go anymore. 

---How did you learn then? Just by yourself? 

---Just by reading the paper. And I can write enough to figure. The one year 
that I went, I learned enough in one year. I didn't care for school. I was 
more interested in boys. Who cared about school? 

(At school during that one year) Instead of saying, "she called the cat." 
That's how the teacher started out. We said, "Chicago cat, Chicago goose." 


The teacher said, "Fine." 


I thought, don't kid me. It's not right. But you are just saying it so we 
won't be discouraged. And then we didn't want to continue (school anymore). 


---Were your brothers in the same class with you? 
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---Yeah. 
---All together? 


---At the beginning. We started in first grade. They put us in first grade. 
I didn't want to go anymore. 


---All three of you went only one year? 

---Yes. 

---Did you ever attend night school? 

---No. There wasn't any. 

---Oh, they had night school, because I had the opportunity to go too. 
---Well, where was all this night school? 

---Gary had it. 

---Well, I don't know. Wedidn't go. 

---That's why I wanted my children to go...to learn (go to college). 


---I didn't want to go anymore. I was ashamed when they put you in a class with 
...you're thirteen years old and you go with the children of seven. 


---And with work...... I should have gone to school, it would have helped me get a 
better job. I learned well enough to keep it up...I did a pretty good job. 
I learned it and I kept it (job), my work...pretty good job. I made little bit 
better money than the laborers. 

---Pearl asks"why you didn't go to night school."' How could you? You had to 
work to gather...on the farm, load the truck, open the shanty, close the shanty. 
And I even had work to do at night. 

---What did you think when you first came to America? 

---I wanted to go back when I came to America. 

---Why? 

---I didn't like it. At that time I didn't like it. Three years or four i cried 
to go back to Romania. But nobody gave me the money to go back. I didn't 
have any money. 

---How long did you live at the farm? 

---I lived there..... gee....from '25 until '31 when I got married. 


---All that time you lived there? 


---Yes, yes. And I went later too, to help them on the farm, to help my folks. 
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---When I lived with you....during that time I worked on 5th Avenue at the bank. 
---When was that? 

---In 1929. 

---How long was it? 

---Six months. 

---Wasn't it longer? About a year? 


---No. It was six months. Because my mother went back home in November and came 
back in March, the end of March, and then I went back to the farm. 


---You worked at the Gary National Bank, didn't yu? 
---Yes, I worked there six months..... janitress. 
---Did you like it? 


---I liked it. I worked with Mary Magurean and those others. I could converse 
with them. I liked it a lot over there. 


But when she came back (mother returned from Europe), I had to go back to 
the farm. She didn't let me work anymore. 


---We had the stand... (roadside'stand). I had to open it and close it. I 
had to open it every day and close up at night. 


---You worked it alone? 

---With my brothers. And (with) my mother when she didn't go peddling (selling 
vegetables and fruit off the truck in town). I worked with her. She usually 
went with my step-father. It was usually just me (at the stand). 

---And you did very well. 

---We made a profit all right. Because before mother came back, we had eaten 
all the hot dogs. She had one of those..that heats the hot dogs, you know. 
It has holes, yu heated the hot dogs and the buns. When mother went to the 
market, she said, "I put out so many and when they're gone, get some more." 
We ate them ourselves. We said we sold them but we used to eat them ourselves. 
She'd say, "You children, you ate so many hot dogs." We said we were hungry. 
And the ice cream. You know how we ate it? There were those containers... 
three kinds of ice cream. We'd stick our hands in....dip by hand.... 

---By hand? Shame on you. 

---I can't help it. If I looked for the dipper, I'd be hungry. 

---Did your brothers work only at the farm? 


---No, they went to the mills. 


---Both of them? 


FLORENCE CUTEAN Page 6 


---The older one went to the mines with my father. The other one went to the 
mill, Inland. 


---Oh, Stanley went.... 
---The older one...he went to my father in West Virginia and then he came back. 
---How long did he stay there? 


---He stayed there about two, three years and then came back and started in at 
Youngstown. 


---And Dan started (when?) 


---He started at Inland. He started at Inland early. That's when he bought 
that DeSota. I don't know if you remember that blue DeSota? 


---No. Did you attend dances and such? 


---O0h, yes. Dances, church, we went. They took us, really, they....we went to 
everything, you know. 


But I didn't like it at all, not at all in America. To get me to come to 
America, she told me to come and that she would give me money to go back. 
That's how she hooked me into coming to America. But how could they give 
me the money? They didn't have. They were poor. What they earned during 
the summer was used up over the winter. What we earned in the summer we 
consumed in the winter. 
In the spring, they had to take out a loan from the bank, they were so poor, 
to buy plants and seed, you know. There wasn't much money like now. It 
was very hard then. 
---When did you get married? A s 
---1931. {/ 
---You had a large wedding? 
---Yes. 
---And you lived where? 
---We lived in Harbor. We got married out of the restaurant. My folks rented, 
the year before I got married, my folks rented the restaurant from Vintila on 
Pennsylvania Avenue, and I got married from there. 
---You worked in the restaurant for awhile? 
---Yes, I worked. We lived in the back, you know, we were living there, all of us. 
Only the brothers were not. They were gone. Me, Mary, my mother and step- 


father (lived there). 


---When did you go to the farm (after marriage)? When did you buy the farm? 


---In 1942. 


---You lived in Harbor until then? 
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---In 1942 you moved to the farm. How large was that farm? 

---Oh, three quarters of an acre. 

---Oh, big farm. 

---Come on, Pearl, what...big farm. 

---Let me be....that was worse than what my father had. 


---We had four lots. Then we bought on both sides of the house. It was all 
vacant around there. 


---Wait a minute....oh,....after you moved out there (you had the large area 
around you). 


--yes, when we moved out there. It was (large) enough...to push the cultivator 
(by hand) Before we bought the tractor, (we did all the work) by hand. 


---Did you sell some of the vegetables or did you just raise them for yourselves? 

---We sold, we sold a lot. We sold cucumbers, corn, tomatoes, everything. 
Whatever we grew. We had people who came out especially for them. Your mother 
and father came a lot of times. They came there too. 

---When did George die? 

---Dn '72 (1972). 

---Did you ever go toRomania? 


---Yes. 


---When? 


---In '74. 

---How did you like it? 

---Oh, I liked it, I liked it a lot. 
---Would you go there to live? 


---Well, wth a family over here, why should I go there? If I didn't have my 
family, if I was alone, then maybe I might consider it. 


---With American money? 


---To leave the children here, why should I go there? My grandchildren are here. 
My children are here. What shouki I do in Romania? 
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> ---It seems you got used to America...after some time. 
7 ---Oh, I got used to it, yeah. 


john----You know what? We're going over there to visit and I'm afraid that if I 
take her, she won't come back. She'll find an old boyfriend over there. 


; 7-7 (when she was on visit to Romania in '74) (A man) had heard that I had come 
from America. I had come to visit my cousin. Here he comes with that black 
thing on his arm, dressed up in a pilot's swit. He was a pilot in Romania, 
and he tried to escape with the airplane and they caught him. He served ten 
years in prison. And he came and asked how it would be if he could come to 
America ? That he has his papers already prepared...with his name and every- 
thing....I should send him some picture postcards....I thought, ‘Well, you 
didn't find a dummy. I should spend money on you when I don't spend it for 


my own relatives? I should send him postcards from America..... Huh. 
p ---Did you have a hard time of it during the Depression? 
7  ---Sure. We didn't have water in the house, we didn't have electricity. We 


had two small children. 


p ---Wasn't George working? 

}  ---George wasn't working. We had to go for water two blocks away...haul it in 
pails. 

Pp ---How long did this last? 

7 ---About a couple of years. 

P ---Oh! 

}  ---Yeah, couple of years. I'm telling the truth. I'm not bragging that I 


didn't have (to do something like that). 


J ---I don't talk about it either, because we lived, you know, at that time it was 
no welfare, it was nothing. If you got somebody to give you credit at the 
store, you eat. If you got friend to give you money, you bought, otherwise 
you didn't have. 


We used to get bread from the bakery with the sack. Semetimes the dry 
bread...anytime...Now you buy day old bread. It's better than the bread you buy 
in the store. That time was no day-old bread. Maybe two, three weeks old 
bread. We ate it. It wasn't mouldy. And we ate it with coffee and soup 

and stuff like that. 


> ---Well, I went to the soupline to get food, see. And even Pora and some others 
came. We all stood in line. I went there....and as you go through the line, 
they check my name..they take my name and I came home. But you know they 
came to the house and checked up on us. They thought that maybe I just went 
there and asked (for food) falsely, you know...to get the food. And they 
checked and found that mine (husband) didn't work. Well, why doesn't he 
work? Well, because they laid him off before we were married. He was laid 


off in October and in January we were married. And like I said, we had two 
children. They were sick. They had measles. 
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---No water, no coal in the house. I went to the railroad tracks and got up 
in the coal cars and threw down the coal and with the sack and the wagon 
we brought them home. I left the two little children in the house because 
I had to go bring the coal to heat the house. 


---You had a coal stove in the house? 


---Coal, yes, in the house. And even for cooking. That was with coal too. 
We didn't have...we had to bring water for washing, for everything, from 
two blocks away....from Block Avenue. The city had opened it up for us. 
And I went to East Chicago with my sister-in-law to give us clothes. They 
gave us a dress. I don't know what it was made of...feed sacks or what. 
They gave us 10¢ to dye it to change the color...it was sort of a white. 
and it didn't take the color even. 


---Oh, you were bad off. I never was that bad. 
---I was that bad so many years. 
---My father was pretty bad, but I wasn't. 


---....onions and in summer we put red tomatoes on top and fry them all together 
on the stove. And that's what we ate....for breakfast, lunch and supper. 
(Other vegetables were perhaps potatoes). 


I had it. That's why I told them, when I was back home, that I didn't go 
to the good life in America. 


---So it was only lately that you had it easier. 


---Yes, now toward the end. And when it was easier, he was sick..... all the 
time. So it wasn't good then either. See, when you have a sick man in the 
house for so many years, and I was sick a few times, and with five chilren, 
it's kind of hard. 


---When did he retire? (George) 


---In '64 or '65, something like that. That's when he got out completely. 
The doctor wouldn't let him work anymore, because he couldn't. He was sent 
back to work; two weeks later he had a heart attack again. So the doctor 
said it's not worth giving you a release...... to go to work because you 
can't do it. And then he got out on disability. 


---Stanley worked in Pennsylvania? 


---No, West Virginia. He worked there (in coal mines) about two and one-half, 
three years and then he came back. He started working at Youngstown. He 
worked steady, he had a steady job. Dan started at Inland. He never went 
away from here. He started there and worked there until he retired. He 
stayed there all the time. 


---How old were they when they came from Europe? 


---Stanley was sixteen, Dan just passed fifteen and one-half and I was thirteen. 
Yes, that was their ages when we came here. 
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p 7~-~Dan was the only one who changed his name? Stanley didn't? 

; -77He was the only one, the only one. Stanley no. I didn't change it. I 
didn't know my father too well, butwwhy should I change it? 

(Dan changed his name of Cotoc to Phillips. He used step-father's name). 
» ---Now about Stanley. When did he move to the farm? When did he die? 

; ---He died, I don't remember...he's dead seven years now. He didn't move to 
the farm. He married his wife, that one there, but he lived mostly in 
Harbor, more than he did with her over there. (Farm was in Rensselaer). 


p ---And she managed the farm. 


r ---She managed the farm, not he. He worked at Youngstown and lived with 
nasu (godfather) Stanciu. 


p ---He never had any children? 
7  ---No, he didn't. He said once, "Oh, how I would like to have somebody to call 


me dad." He said he would like to have a child, but he couldn't have because 
he got married tom late. 
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iscellaneous information 


She comes from Santeuana, Judetul Bistrita—Nasaud 


Came to U.S. in 1925 tojoin mother, Paraschiva, 
Mother was married to Cotoc , divorced 

Then she married Sam Filip (Sam Phillips) — died in 
Then she married Mihaila (Mike) Barbat - he died 


Brother Stanu —(Stanley) 
Brother Danila — (Dan) changed his name of Cotoc to Phillips 


Another sister Ana, handicapped, died at age 9 years 


Half sister Mary Phillips now married to Charles Monturis 
lives in Maryland — he works for FBI 
She has daughéer Marcine who is a teacher — unmarried 
son — Mark -— car salesman — unmarried 


Florence was married to George Cutean — they had five children 


Mary Jane Pavel — husband Vasile (Charles) 
Live in Munster 
2 girls and one boy 


Ana Irene Schwant —- East Chicago 
no children — both work for city of E Chgo 


Sally Schwant -— married a cousin of Ana's husband 
four children -— 2 girls and 2 boys 


John - married — has two girls 


George - graduate of Purdue Glumet 
works for Prudential 
married — no children 


- 
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vacation and returned to G. L. ROUSSEAU. 
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requested that I be granted working day(s) vacation 
beginning : 


ed 
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IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR . DATE DIVISION HEAD 


DATE 


4 


ZINCA AND -. DOBRY INTERVIEWED Feb 16, 1977 
By Pearl Mailath 


---How did you get the name of Rose out of Zinca? 

---When friends of my mother and father came to visit us, they called me 
"Sink, Sink, Sink," so when I went to school...to Froebel...all the 
children called me "Sink" and so I didn't want to go to school and I 
didn't want to talk to anyone. And my father said, "Let's go to 

court," so we went to court and they changed my name. 

---And they changed it to Rose? 

---Yes, when I was eleven years old. 

---Why did you select Rose? Did you like it? 

---I don't know. My mother picked it. 

---Oh, not you? 

---No. 

---Okay. From what village did you come? 

---From Feldiora. 

---And when did you come? 

---1919. 

---Summer, winter? 

---August. 


---How did you come? With what ship? 


---With a ship. Now you ask me too. Just like so many others have. 
I forgot! 


---Do you know where you boarded ship? 

---I took it from....... a 

---How many days on the water? 

---Twenty-one. It was twenty-one days. 

---Was it a freighter? 

---No, no---yes, we came in freight cars. Mr. Pitis brought us. 

---In freight cars? 

---IM ..c0- Dan ----Freighter Rose --- Freighter, yes, 21 days we came. 


---My dad came forty-two days in one. 
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---What did we know? Pitigs brought us. 

---How many of you came? 

---Only me and my sister and Pitis, only three. 

---Mr. Pitis? (John Pjtigs) 


---Mr. Pitis. Mrs. Pitis was back home (in Romania). He brought us. 
He was our guardian. ’ 


---Then you were young. 

---Sure. 

---You said you were ten years old then? 

---Eleven, and I didn't understand. And I cried and cried and cried. 
When they put us there (in freighter)....it was war time. That's why 
we traveled that way. It was...the fighting.... 

---World War I? Hadn't peace been declared then? 

---No. 

---1919....there was peace then. 

---1918, it was....war......and 1919 nobody could go anywhere and we had 
to take a ship with freight so I didn't know anything.....and not that 
much.....because I didn't want to come. I wanted to stay with my grandma. 

---Oh, you didn't want to come? 

---No, never! 

---Your parents were here? 

---Yes. 


---Both of them? 


---Yes. And my sister Helen. Jenny and George was born when we came. 
He (George) was six or eight months....my brother was then. 


---He was born here? 
---Yes, and Jenny too. 
---Jenny was born here too. Only you and Helen were born in Romania? 


---Yes. 


4 
ae 
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P ---And you came with your sister Helen? 

R ---No, with Anna. 

P ---With Anna? How many sisters do you have? 

R ---Five. 

Pp ---Five? 

R ---I have four now. One died last year. Five sisters and one brother. 

P ---And where are you in the five? 


R ---The third one. Let's see, there's Tincuta, Nica, me and Helen. 
(Jenny was born later). 


i] ---In the girls, but George is the baby. 

R ---George is the Last one. 

14 ---So you came.... 

R ---Say, you know what? It's so hard to remember things. I was too young. 


P ---That's all right. You're doing fine. 
Now, tell me more about when you came. 


R ---I was so afraid. Only the three of us came. 
P ---Why were you afraid? 


R ---Of those soldiers...before we crossed. We took the ship. We came to 
Buchurest and from Buchurest to Constanza, 


P ---Why did you go to Constanza? 
R ---I don't know. 
P ---From home you went to Constanza? 


R ---From home we went to Buchurest. From Buchurest we left for the ship, 
and I think....in Constanza...there we took the ship. 


Dan ---In the Black Sea then. 

P ---Yes, then you came the other way. 

R ---Oh, we came twenty-one days...who knows how we came. 

P ---Did you stop anywhere with tle ship? 

R ---Oh, many ports, but I forgot. Maybe I'll remember if I try. 
r ---Were you seasick? 


R ---I was sick the whole time...from when I got on until I arrived. And 
I didn't eat anything except an apple a day. 


m. 
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P ---Were the others sick? Your sister? 
R ---Yes, they were but not so much...not like me. I was mostly sick from 


loneliness, fear, and I didn't want to come. And I cried constantly. 
I never stopped crying. Mr. Pitis didn't know what to do with us, 
with me. Because I didn't want to come. And when I saw they put us 
in those freight cars....No, now I'm in error....in box cars we came 
on a train. On the ship we didn't come in box cars. 


P ---That sounds better. 

R ---That's it, that's it. 

P ---Were there more of you in a room? (On the freighter). 

R ---Four (of us). Four of us women. We couldn't stay with Mr. Pitis so 
they put us with two women and we two little girls and they put us 
on the upper beds...there were two decks..... and that's how it was. 


We didn't come in freight cars on the water. 


P ---Where did you get off? At New York? 

R ---No, we got off at...... We didn't come to New York. 

P ---Philadelphia? 

R ---When we got off ship, we didn't get off in New York. What's the other 
port that boats come in? 

rp ---Was it in New York somewhere? 

R ---No. 

P ---New Jersey? 

R ---New Jersey it might be because it's...it's a very famous name..... 

2 ---Well, if it comes to you later, ..... 


What happened at the port when you arrived? 


R ---When we arrived they took us for a medical checkup to see if we had 
_...lice. We were quarantined for, I don't know, three, four days. 


ig ---Did they vaccinate you? 

R ---Yes, they gave us vaccination. 

Dan ---Didn't they take you to Ellis Island? 

zp ---That would be in New York. She says she wasn't in New York. 

R ---I wasn't in New York. Outside of New York. There were some women who 


were very ill, and we had to wait for them because they had to go to the 
hospital...and we had to go through examination so we wouldn't catch 
their sickness or something. 
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R ---I don't know, really, I don't know just what happened. Just like a kid, 
just like foreigner (I don't remember. I was just a child: It's as if 
I were a stranger, I don't remember.) 


When we got here in Gary with the train, (Mr) Pitis brought us walking 
from the Baltimore Station on 4th Avenue to 11th Avenue....on foot.... 
and I had a small suitcase and I sat on the suitcase and dih't want to 
go any further. 


I stayed on Broadway...you know how it was.....there wasn't anything 

on Broadway. They didn't have no buildings, they didn't have nothing. 
So, I didn't want to go no more. Mr. Pitis (said), "Come, little one, 
come, we're going to buy candy, and will buy this and that.....and you 
will see your mother and your father." And such things he kept saying. 


I said, "My mother is there, meaning in Europe." I didn't know my 
mother and father. 


P ---How long had it been since you had seen your mot her? 

R ---Not at all. They left me when I was nine months old. 

P ---Nine months? And your grandmother raised you? 

R ---My grandmother. After I came here, I got mad. They said they were my 


mother and father. I was being stubborn, and I argued with them. I 
said she wasn't my mother. I want to go home. I got sick. They were 
going to send me back. Then they changed their minds...things changed. 


(I was) a child. Take a child now....these (children) today are self- 
sufficient, all of them. But take a child from the country, travel with 
him such a long time, what do you have? 


\s ---It's hard, yes, and especially since you didn't know your parents. 
R ---No. 
P ---But you said you came from New York to Gary in "yvagone."' You mean, 


freight trains? 


R ---Freight trains, yes. 
i ---You sat on the straw? 
R ---On the straw....just in a corner, on the straw, and there we sat on 


the suitcases. 


P ---Why did you travel that way? Why didn't you come in a passenger train? 
R ---I don't know. 

Mg ---Were there others who traveled that way? 

R ---Yes, there were others, yes, all of them came that way. Otherwise I 


don't know why we came that way, I can't tell you. 
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P ---And when you came to Gary, you had to walk? 

R ---Walking...from 4th Avenue to 11th Avenue. But we didn't come directly. We 
stopped....until I decided to..... I put my suitcase down and sat on it. 

P ---What happened? You stopped? What happened? 

R ---We stopped until they got tired of begging me. So, Anica,my sister, pulled 


me and said, "Come, or you'll remain here and the dogs will come and 
eat you." Things like that. And then I came (with them). I barely 
moved until we got home. After I got there, I remained. 


P ---Where did your parents live then? 

R ---They had a pool room then, on 12th & Jefferson...on the corner. 

P ---There where you had the (grocery) store, no? 

R ---No. That was on 10th Avenue where we had the store. (It was llth ave). 


This (pool room) was on 12th, right on 12th Avenue, right on the corner. 
You know where the hall was? 


P ===Y@S), 


R ---Well, right there on the corner. Here was my father, and there was 
Ciora---you know that Virginia's grandmother and grandfather....there 
was the hall. The hall was dedicated then, in 1917. Then it had just 
been built. 


P ---Your parents had been here how long, do you know? 

R ---Years, a number of years. 

4 ---Your mother came with your father? 

R ---Yes, and with Helen in her arms. Helen was about seven or eight months old. 
P ---She's younger than you? 

R ---Oh, yes. 

P ---So that's why you hadn't seen her (your mother) in ten years or so, 


like you said. 


R ---No. I didn't know anyone, neither my father nor my mother nor George 
nor Jenny. And I hated them all. Only Anica I liked. I came with her. 


P--- ---How did you make the transition? 
R ---How? A lot of time passed. And they were nice to me....and they were 


mean with me, etc. I wanted to go back. I didn't want to remain. but, 
..-with the good and the bad, the years passed. 


P ---What did you do? When did you arrive? You arrived in the summer? 
In August? 
R ---In August. 


P ---Bid you go to school then? 
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---I went to school six months, that's all. And I didn't want to go anymore. 
---At Froebel? 

---At Froebel. 

---Was it compulsory to attend? 


---No, it wasn't compulsory. I didn't like the children. They laughed at 
me...poked fun at me. I couldn't speak (the language) and....mostly, I 
learned, mostly at home, from Helen and from Jenny...from those at the 
poolroom, there..... From them I learned mainly. They didn't force 
me to go to school. And I didn't want to either. 


---The others (sisters and brother) went to school then? 


---Anica, no. Only Helen and Jenny. Helen used to take me and I'd run 
back home. I was mean when I was little. 


---Then how did you pass the time if you didn't go to school? What did 
you do? 


---What did I do? Nothing! I'd stay in the house. My mother had roomers. 
There were some men, older men, and when my parents were busy, I'd go 
to Nenea $ofran (Uncle Sofran) and talk to him. And he'd tell me how 
things were. Most of them (the men) were from the same area (in Romania 
as she was), from Fagaras, Sibiu, from the general vicinity. And they'd 
tell me of their villages....how they came (to America), and what they 
did....things like that. 


---So, the time passed. In other words, you didn't have to work, to help 
your mother so much? 


---What could I do? After I learned, later....I ddn't help my mother. I 
helped my father. 


---In the poolroom? 


---In the poolroom. They served tea with whiskey, you know. Then it was 
Prohibition....you didn't have the right (to serve alcoholic drinks)..... 


They gave me some black bloomers...... like the gym suits you wear 
to school. 


---Yes, I know what they were. 

---That's how they dressed me for school. And down (indicating long length) 
to here. And I'd roll them under and tuck them in and then go to school. 
I didn't like it at all, at all (at schal). Now, I'm sorry I didn't go. 


---How much schooling did you have in Europe? 


---Just first grade or second grade up to third grade. More I didn't have. 
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P ---Just enough to read and write. 


R ---And write....that's all. And I learned easily. But at home (in Romania) 
I was the pet of the teacher....in kindergarten. She would send me for 
the mail, and she didn't have to tell me too much because I understood 
what she wanted. She would send me for the mail; she'd send me for some- 
thing all the time. In fact, I don't know what school is. I could write 
and read it (Romanian) beautiful. 


P ---Didn't you go after you were older, to night school, to learn English? 

R ---No, because I got married too soon. 

P ---When did you get married? 

R ---When I was fourteen years old. 

P ---Fourteen? That young? 

R ---Yes, sure. When I was seventeen, I was a mother. 

P ---How did you meet Mr. Nicoara? 

R ---I don't know....I didn't "meet" him. My mother and father met him... 
not me, 

P ---You mean, they arranged it? 

R ---Yes, I was at Froebel, at swimming. There I did well (in swimming). 
And I was on the swings....(playing). I came home from there in the 
evening...then you weren't afraid to go..... and they told me that I 


was engaged. I never had a date. He never took me out once. 
? ---And you didn't even know him? 


R ---He was a good provider and a good man....and in three weeks I was engaged 
and married. 


r ---You were married in the church? 

R ---Yes. 

P ---Who was the priest? 

R ---When I got married, the (Fr.) Holder had just left. Fr. Holder and 


....-Cornelia was baptized by (Fr) Holder, but I was married by (Fr) 
Negovan. Then Fr. Holder came. 


P ---He came back? 
R ---Yes. 
P ---(Fr) Holder had been here and had left and then he came back? 


R ---Yes. And Cornelia was baptized by Holder. 
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P ---When did you get married? In what year? 

R == O84 hope Bk) Bde non dS 2Z, 

P ---And Cornelia was born? 

R ---In '24. Well, I was separated for one year. I got married Saturday 


and Monday I kicked him out. I had an awful wedding, yeh. 


P ---And when did he come back? 
R ---He came back....... he came around all the time, but...... Mrs. Novac, 
I used to go visit them...... she took me to the Bolts Factory (Gary 


Screw & Bolt Company). She said that's it's easy for us (working 
women) (the job was easy), and I'd go with her and come home with her. 
And Mrs. Ganea (also worked there). 


P ---Mrs. Novac worked there? (This was the first Mrs. Novac, Paraschiva) 
R ---Oh, many, many years. 

P ---I know my mother worked there. 

R ---Yes? So did I. But I couldn't do anything (the work), and so Mrs. 


Novac did my job. I'd cut my fingers. They'd tape my fingers. I 
was supposed to put those on the bolts....you got a little machine, 
you put the nut in there and you put the bolts. Well, I couldn't! 
I was too young. 


P ---They let you work there, so young? 
R ---Yeh. 

P ---No age limit? 

R ---Then it wasn't like now. Age..... 
P ---How much were you paid? 

R ---$1.25 a day, if you produced. 

P ---For eight hours? Six days? 

R ---Yes, I earned $12 and something. 
Dan ---Ten hours, no? 

R ---What? 

D ---Ten hours, wasn't it? 

R ---I don't know how many hours it was. I'd go in the morning....they'd 


take us in a truck. A truck came and they would take us with a truck. 
..e-it would take us there, and we'd stay until 4, I think, because at 
5 Iwas home all the time. 
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P =---And in the mornifig..«..'<'7 

R ---At eight. 

P ---It (the truck) came on Broadway somewhere? 

R ---I don't remember where they would pick us up......they'd take us....... 
P ---You would all meet somewhere? 

R ---Yes, yes. 

4 ---Ant the truck would come...... 

R ---And the truck would come and take us to the......because the Bolts 


Factory was there on (U.S.) 12 and (O35) "205 


P ---Where it is now. 

R ---I don't know. 

P ---It's still there, by Republic Steel. 

R ---Yes, yes. So, they would take us and bring us back with the truck. 


But where they dropped us off, I don't remember. 


There were a lot of Romanian ladies (who worked there). There was a 
table.....at noon, a long one.....and the Romanians were on one side, 
The Slovak ladies on another. Different groups (sat together) that 

GRY si ass different nationalities. We were all Romanians (where we sat). 
We spoke only Romanian. I didn't know English very well, but I started 
(to learn) pretty good (later). 


P ---About Mrs. Paraschiva Novac...... 


R ---She felt sorry for me. I told her I couldn't do the work. She'd 
bandage my fingers with scotch tape....all my fingers. I'd put ona 
bolt and I'd rip off all the tape. I couldn't do the work. 


P ---How long did you work there? 


R ---About three or four months....something like that. I didn't work long. 
Then I went to the mills....steel....im the sorting room. I was 
little (short). 

Dan ---Tin mill..... 

pews inree or fovr se i tite thet, > 

Yeh, tin mill. I was little (short) and they'd give me stacks of 

steel......large ones.....and they'd give you a bench, if you're 

short. Well, I couldn't reach (even) if I was a head taller....up 


to there (that high). So some men would come and separate them (the 
sheets) for me and bring them down for me. I couldn't do that job either. 


P ---Those were heavy. 
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R -=-[ had a .,.c00:s the floor lady was so nice. She said, "don't worry, 
you ‘re too young for doing something like that." 


I stayed there about three or four months, and that was my end of the 
career. (the end of my career) 


P ---You didn't work out after that? 

R ---No. I wanted to work so I wouldn't stay home. 

P ---This was after you married? 

R ---After. Then, (at that time) he was gone (husband). My mother and 

father wanted to move, because my sister was in Newcastle, and my father 

and mother bought a business in...... from where Jenny came......from 
Martin's Ferry. They bought a business so they wanted me to go over 
there and there was a man from our home town....I know him..... he came 


to Gary....some old man....so he wanted to marry me. Heck, I say I 
don't want to marry the best man in the world. 


So, John came back. He used to..... mother and dad wasn't here, sol .... 


was just me, Anica and Helen at home. I'd go to work and John would 
come and take me home with his car because he had a car. So we made 
up before my mother came (back). 


P ---John worked in the mill then? 
R ---Yes, for a time. 
P ---When you got married, what kind of a wedding did yu have? In church? 


With a dance? Or simple? 

R ---I think so, yeh, then the weddings were (numerous). But my wedding 
Wee SCS s se 6 It was on a Saturday. From the poolroom to the church 
we walked....the people following. 

P ---And back to the hall? 

R ---At the hall we had the wedding (reception) yes. 


Oh, when you stop to think! YOu know,it's good to talk like this? 
I never talk about this ever since I came (from Europe). 


P ---Well, it's good you remember it then. 
R ---Not too much, I remember. It comes to me vaguely...a little bit. 
r ---Well, do you remember something about somebody else's wedding that 


maybe was a little different? 
R ---Well, my sister Ana had a real big wedding. 
1g ---Here in Gary? 


R ---Here in Gary, yes, at the hall. 
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P ---Whom did she marry? 

R ~--Motosca. 

P ---And she remained here or went somewhere else? 

R ---They went to Newcastle because he came from Newcastle, and they lived there 


and when they left Newcastle, they went to Europe. 


P ---This is the sister with whom you came from back home? 

R ---yes, yes. 

P ---Do you remember the band you had (at your wedding), the musicians? 

R ---Those....from Harbor.....Oh, gosh..... « Ot. Chapbed ois:.:c. 

D ---Boldi? 

P ---No, no, it was before that. 

R ---Before that....it was a name, but I can't remember now..... 

P ---Then, were you active around the church? 

R ---Who was more active than I? Since I was 14 years old....with the 
Reuniunea..... it's a dirty rotten shame! Who organized the Reuniunia? 

P ---Mrs. Ganea, no? 

R ---Mrs. Ganea and me! The two of us! Started it, two of us. And I 


brought all of them, all of them....because I drove a car since 1921. 

I learned then. Nicoara had....when we got married....he had a Ford. 
You know....you handled it with the hand (controlled the gas flow at 

the steering wheel)....and I'd go and pick them up. Mrs. Ganea and I 
started it (the Reuniunea or Ladies Auxiliary). Then we'd have 

four or five persons.....because there are only four or five persons 
left since the first step that we made, and we went to Mrs. Dumitru 

on 12th and Adams.....they had a lunchroom for coffee and sandwiches and 
such.....and we went there to meet. There was Mrs. Berea...... 


Who was on the road all the time? Me! Did they mention something in 

that book? (At the 50th anniversary dinner of Reuniunia) Not once! 

Then I went to the dinner to give them $50 for the dinner (50th Anniversary) 
Dan is here as witness...when I saw what they had in that booklet,....... 

I wasn't mentioned anywhere! I said, "Let's go home." 


ty ----When was this? In 1916? (That the Auxiliary was organized). 


R \---That broke up, honey. There was a Reuniunia once....and it broke up. 
But an established Reuniunia was after we organized it. 


P ---Well, they say it was ten years later; that would make it in '26, 
somewhere around then. 


R ---It could be. That's what I believe, because it was me (who organized it). 
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---Oh. In 1926... Well, no, they say the first was in 1916. 
---Well, I wasn't here in '16. 

---And later they (reorganized). 

---That first ome was no more....it didn't exist. 


---And it started in '267 (After the first organization went defunct, 
the second attempt was made in 1926, and still exists actively today). 


---From then (1926) I am enrolled (as member) from the very first, 
from '26 on. 


---They had minutes? Since then they kept minutes? 

===. 

---You know, I have the first book of minutes, but it's only from 1936. 
---'36? 

---'36. '35 or '36. 

---(It was) way before that. 


---Where's the other book? 


---Dan, what can you tell me about your father? 


---When he first came here in 1905, I think it was, 1904/1905...they went 
to (Indiana) Harbor, and then they had a rooming house there, and they 
had....let's see, how many people...... vi) a 50 people or 


70 people, I don't know. But they worked 12 shifts....I mean, 12 hours 


a day, two shifts. 


And the cots that they had, the fellow would go to work in the morning, 


and he'd come home at night. He got in the bed, on this cot, that he 
slept in. When he went to work, another fellow come and he slept at 
the same time (when one was working, the other skept in the same bed-- 
bed was always occupied). And that's the way they worked...12 hours 
a day. 


---That's what it was (like) here in Gary (too). 
---They all worked it the same way. 


---Yes, they had board and room for $10 a month--board and room. And my 


mother and my dad and my dad's sister, I think, and my mother's uncle-- 
they all worked in the rooming house..... just managing the rooming house 


.....to keep the food going. 


---They must have had some help with the work, with the laundry and the 
cleaning. 
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D ---Yes. So, then he left there and he came to Gary and he started to work 
for the.....he was.....see, in Romania he went to become an engineer 
on the railroad. So, he did four years of apprenticeship on the rail- 
road there, to become an engineer. So, he had six months to go. Well, 
he was the only Romanian in the class. The rest of them were all 
Hungarian. (This was during Austro-Hungarian empire when Hungarians 
controlled the politics in Romania). So, of course, they didn't have 
too much use for the Romanian, and so, anyway, they told him that he 
would have to be a fireman for six more months before he'd get his 
diploma and become an engineer. 


So, anyway, the engineer.....they had a freight train, and, at that 
time, everything belonged to the king. And so, the engineer had had a 
fight with his girl friend so he got dropped. My dad was the fireman 


Be ai Se and (there was)the brakeman).....there were three of them on the 
train. So, as a matter of fact, the engineer said that he was going to 
blow it up.....he didn't care..... so he pulled the throttle out ..... 


and here they went! Well, it was up to my dad to take over....(up to) 

the fireman because the engineer was in no condition to handle the 

train. But they (father and engineer) were good friends.....so, anyway, 
they got to....Eli Grusia's village near...... Eli knows about it, when 
they turned the freight train over....and so the engineer got killed. 

So; anyway, they said that they were going to hang my dad and the brakeman. 


F ---For not stopping the train? 


D ---For not taking over the train because (it was) the king's train (and 
they should have taken better care of it). And so, anyway, they took off 
(dad and brakeman), and they run through the Carpathian Mountains and 
went to - They run to hide out. They were there about, 
oh, a couple of months.....and they ate what they eat or beg or steal or 
whatever they had to do to (eat)....and then when they come back..... 
they finally got word from home that they wouldn't bother them....that 
they could come back. So, 


So, when they come back, of course, my dad lost his four years and 
about two months of schooling. It just went down the drain. They 
wouldn't do nothing. So then, he married my mother and they come to 
America, and, of course, he always told about the time when they were 
on their honeymoon. They were hitchhiking. They had two bags, two 
"traiste", you know. They carried everything in those bags. 


R ---Desaji (day-saj) 
when 
D ---And, they come to the hills, they threw...they let the bags roll down 


the hill and the only way they could go down....they had to roll down 
themselves. 


---Now, he came, he came....talk about a cattle.....he was on a cattle boat 
when he came. And it took him 40....he came 34 (7?) days on....mot 44, 
34 days from Romania to the United States. 
P ---You don't know where he took the boat? 


D ---No, I don't. I don't know where he came in, but I kmow that he....... 
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R ---It was Cherbourg.....Cherbourg..... that was the port we came in. 

P ---That's the one you came from? Cherbourg? That's in France. 

R ---Yeh. 

P ---Well, then from Constanta how did you get to France? 

R ---I don't know. On the train. 

D ---No, you had to ride the train. You talk about ....that you went ina 


"yvagon." Well, that's a box car. 


P ---It's a box car. 

R ---Yes, yes, but that's the way we went. And when we got on the boat..... 
D ---Well, my dad came on a cattle boat. 

R ---Yes, but.... 

Ly ---But he came as a passenger, not working (for his passage?) 

D ---He didn't come as a passenger. He rode in a ship and that was the size 


of it. I don't know how he came. He didn't have too much money. He 
came into Martins Ferry, that's where they all gathered. 


R ----All the Romanians came to Ohio or Pennsylvania. 


D ---And he stayed there about....he stayed there about six months. He 
went to work in a foundry, and there was a German there that was a 
molder, you know, and he liked the old man (my father), so he told 
him that he would teach him (my dad) the trade so he'd be a molder 
some day (too). So, the old man was getting along pretty good, until 
he asked somebody to give him a hand, you know. 


He said to this fellow, "Son, so and so (his name), give me the hand." 
Well, this guy right away pulled a knife on him....on the old man...he 
(my dad) was going to dicker....so then, that night when he left the 
plant, this fellow right away was waiting for him outside, and so that's 
the time he came to Indiana Harbor. 


R ---Oh, there was a lot of fights (in those days). 

D ---He came to Indiana Harbor. 

P ---Do you remember what year your father came over? 

D ---Well, he came, he came in the Harbor either 1904 - 1905. He was in 


Gary in 1906, when the town started. 
P ---Oh, my (that early). 


Rose ---We came right straight to Gary. 
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D ---And of course, I was born here, my brother and sister were born here. 

P ---You're the oldest one, aren't you? 

D ---No, the youngest. 

P ---You're the youngest. 

D ---Yeh, and when Mayor Knotts was elected mayor, my dad had the siloon. He 


was a heavy campaigner for Mayor Knotts, and there was a friend that was my 
dad's buddy....was named Kroll. He used to.....he lived in Tolleston. 
And they were honorary deputy constables, you know. 


So, when the eléctions were on, of course, the old man...being in the 
saloon (business), he was in politics a little bit...he worked pretty 
hard. Knotts was elected. And they had a rooster. And Knotts.... 
that was the meal that Knotts was going to eat, you know, if he won 
the election. So, they won the election. And my dad and Deputy Kroll, 
his buddy, said "the hell with him. We spent the money to get him 
elected. We're going to eat the rooster." 


So, they stole the rooster. My dad went down to the photographer 
shop, you know, and he had a beaver hat on and an overcoat with a fur 
collar, and he held the rooster up like that (overhead) ahd he got 
his picture (taken). 


P ---Do you have that picture? 

D ---No. I'd give a thousand dollars for that picture. 

P ---Oh, it would be priceless. 

D ---And so, anyway, he went....he got Kroll then and they went home and 


he told my mother, he says "We want to eat that rooster---get it ready." 


She says, "Where did you get the rooster."' He told her, he says, 

"We stole it from the Americans."" And so she was scared to death, of 
course. He didn't care. He was about half loaded and anyway, he ate 
the rooster with Kroll. And Monday morning he went to the mayor's 
office, and he said.....the mayor was cussing around there, and he 
said (Mayor said) "There is only one son-of-a gun that would do a 
thing like that and that was John Dobry." 


And my dad pulled the picture out of his pocket and he says, "Here, 
I helped get you elected and I ate the rooster."" And then there were 
so many stories, and I had so many pictures of the family, like I say.... 


R ---I did too, Pearl. I had it. I was the kind that saved...... 


D ---I feel so bad because my dad«“got married, the last time (that) he got 
married, ....he passed away in Hot Springs..... and everything...... 
of the. TOMY... 2s all the pictures, stuff like that, disappeared. 
She must have threw them away. And at the time of his death, we 
didn't have brains enough to -+--+:-- 


P ---go there and get them. 
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D ---We went there. We drove, my brother and I, drove all night when she 
called us. He'd been dead since 8 o'clock in the morning and she 
called us at midnight Sunday night. She was...they were married about 
three years. 


R ---I did too. I was foolish when I moved. I kept it (pictures) all these 
years...everything...and when I moved ...(now I can't find anything). 


P ---But you still have some. All you have to do is find them. So, you still 
have time to find what you have, but he doesn't have anything. 


D ---You have, but I don't. 

R ---I have mine....and Connie got lots of them. 

ig ---He was quite a story teller then. 

D ---He was a story teller, and he was quite a politician and business 


man, my dad was. 


R ---Only thing that irked me, I was so active in Gary....in the church and 
society....there was nobody, I don't care who it was and who did what 
«....-Who was more active than I? And I used to pick them all up and 
I'd feed them. I'd give them all meals. I'd do it all. I'd be on 
the road, always on the road....weeks at a time....I went to get ads 
for the society. Nobody brought in $800 in ads. In those dys, 
then ads were $1.50. 


P ---And you always went alone? 


R ---Yes. From Reuniunia, that was the top of everything. (After all her 
work with the Auxiliary, when they didn't acknowledge her at the 50th 
Anniversary Dinner, that topped her frustations). 


(Talking about the society - Treicolorul Roman) 


D ---I£ you were sick, you know, they would give you a dollar a day while 
you were sick....in the hospital or at home. And they had to change 
it so, (as) to make it a non-profit organization. So did the Italian 
Hall. When they (Italians) started their organization years back, 
they were (all) the Italians (banded) together...they were trying to 
help each other (too). So, they (Romanians) had these dues where, if 
anybody got sick, they would give him a dollar a day while they were 
sick....the benefits you know. 


Vy ---That was the way the society got started? 
Rose ---Yes, that's how it was....with us too. 
P ---But you were talking about the church that started....the society 


that started..... 
D ---The society. And also, my dad was...... 
i ---Who were the four people who started the society? 


D ---Magurean, Vasile Magurean, John Dobry, and....... 
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1 ---Was John Ganea one of them? 
D ---Gee, I don't know. 
R ---Maybe he was. My dad was "gosman"....what is "gosman"?...the one 


who is at the candles. My dad was in church. 


P ---"Gosman" they call?..... (the man who sells the candles in church). 
R ---In Romanian (that's what it's called). 
D ---See, my dad was instrumental when they moved the church from Tolleston 


to 12th & Jefferson (it was 12th & Madison). 


R ---My dad was a long time, many years, gosman at the candles. 

P ---What was your father's name? 

Rose ---Georghe Muscan. 

P ---And your mother's? 

Rose ---Ana. 

P ---(directed to Dan) What were you saying about your dad? 

Dan ---Well, like I said, my dad was instrumental when they moved the church 


from Tolleston, you know. They moved it from Tolleston to 12th. And 
all the work that he did with the society....and the church....all 
those years. And then in 1919--1918 when he got sick....when he got 
sick...of course he got sick from whiskey. I mean, he burned the 
lining of his stomach. 


R ---I was here when they repaired the church. 

D ---Yes, that was later. 

R ---I remember. 

P ---No, he's talking about when they moved it. 

D ---They moved it...it was spring. When they bricked it, they bricked it 
in May. 

R ---Then they covered it (with brick) that same year, because I remember 
that myself. 

P ---But the moving of it....I don't have much information on that myself. 


I have very little on that. 


D ---I don't know, but I know....what's his name....who's the guy on 45th 
R Amn EO» whe 

ry ---Stoia? LIlie Stoia? 

D ---Ilie Stoia, yes. He had a tavern there in Tolleston. And he raised 


hell because they moved the church because he was going to lose his 


business. 
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Dan ---Because when they come to church, they'd go to his saloon. 

P ---Yes, he was real close by. 

D —--Y Bis 

D ---Getting back to the dollar a day. When they were sick, my dad, at 


first when he was feeling bad, he got out of the saloon business. 
They had a clinic on 17th, and when he went to the doctor....so he 
went in and he (doctor) told my dad, 


"You got to have an operation,'' he said. "You got a bad gall bladder." 
So he (doctor) cut him (my dad) open...charged him $350, and he sewed 
him back up. All he did...make a little scratch.....and anyway, he 
went to the society and he said he wanted to apply for his benefits. 
And they had a meeting, they said, "Hell, Dobry don't need it. He's 

got plenty money. He's just going to Hot Springs for a vacation." 


The old man, since that time, he just said, "Well, that's fine... 
that's it." He eliminated the whole works then because....... 
(Because he did not get his benefits from the society, he quit going 
to the church or the other organizations). 


P ---Remember what year this was? It must have been...... 

D ---That was....we went to Hot Springs in 1919. 

P ---And you stayed there how long? 

D ---We was there nine years. 

P ---What did your father do there? 

D ---He operated a garage. 

1Y ---That's when he started in the garage business, over there? 

D ---Yes. Well, he used to work on cars back in the old days overhere. 

P ---Over here? In Gary too? 

D ---In Gary. He was in the second hand store; he hauled coal; he worked 


on cars. He had a secondhand store, and then he went in the saloon. 
He'd go to work in the mill...he worked in the switching house at 
E.J.& E. (Railroad), and so he was out there about six months,...... 
he got a little money together, he started a business...he started 
the saloon. 


P ---And the saloon was "Steaua Alba?" (White Star) 
D ---Yes, Steaua Alba. 

P ---He used a Romanian name? 

D ---That's right, Steaua Alba. 

P ---It was located on Jefferson? 


D ---Between 10th & 11th. 
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R ---There was on 10th & Adams, across from......Filared. (Another man who 
had a tavern. His name was Filared). Boy, so many Romanians....... 
D ---Do you know how he started in business? He borrowed $500. The license 


on whiskey, I think, was $500. 


P ---That's a lot of money in those days. 

D ---$300 was the beer license. 

P ---He had to have both? 

D ---He had to have both. He didn't have the $800. He had this store, and we 
lived upstairs. And he went to Chicago to the brewery company, and he 
told them he wanted to open asaloon. It was..... 


He wanted to open upa* saloon, but he...he wanted to get the license 
but he didn't have the $300. And of course, he didn't have no equip- 
ment or nothing. So, they said, "Well, we'll put in the fixtures; 
we'll bring you the'!...at that time they used to bring you the beer 
and everything and stock you up to start up with. And they said, 

"You got the liquor license?" He said, "Yeh." 


So they....he went to the whiskey house then and he borrowed $500 
from them to pay for the liquor license. They give him the stock.... 
a whole stock of supplies, booze and everything else and fixtures 

and so forth. So, he went to Crown Point when his day was to get the 
license. And the beer company man was there, and he said, "Well, 
John Dobry, I got your check here for $300 for your license." 


And my dad was sweating because the other fellow with the $500 to 
pay for the liquor license wasn't there. So, he finally came in..... 
(the other man) and (my dad) got his license. And he had a grand 
opening at the saloon. Drinks were on the house...what the hell.... 


a gallon of beer was a nickel, you know, and whiskey...... 
R ---Well, they used to go with the pail (to get beer). 
D ---A lard pail. 
P ---Yes. 
D ---So, it went on. He had a brass band. He used to play, my dad, 


used to play clarinet in the band....in the Romanian band that they 
had, and they had the band out in the front, and they were playing 
regular hunky style, you know. So, anyway, these Romanians, Bihoreni, 
the whole bunch were there for the grand opening. And they were 
drinking. About ten, eleven o'clock they started getting drunk, you 
know, and they started digging in their pockets, and they'd take fives, 
ten and twenty dollar bills, put them on the bar and get them wet 

and throw them....stick them on the mirror in the back, you know. 

And my dad said he made more money that grand opening where he didn't 
charge anything for drinks than he did the whole....... 
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P ---Oh, you mean..that's how they paid for it? They just donated that money? 

D ---They donated....it was on the house....on him, you know (drinks). Everything 
went....free drinks, beer, they had...... 

R ----Oh, they used to be wild. Gary was very wild. 

Pp ---That's really something, isn't it? 

D ---Yeh, they said...... Well, there was a (man) Waite....remember Dicky 
Waite and Bucky Waite that lived on Jefferson? His father was one of 
the old timers. He says, "I remember your dad's saloon." He says, "Every 
night the paddy wagon was down there," he says. '"'They were loading up 
those drunks and taking them down and locking them up." But it was a 


colorful life then. 


P ---How long did he have that tavern? 

D ---He had it, I guesss, about four years, five years. 

R ---That's what, my mother, my dad used to tell me stories...... 

D ---Now they had....your folks had a poolroom and... 

R ---And they used to tell me everything. My dad was from the start...they 


started abowling alley. 


D ---See, now..... when did Prohibition come in? 

R ---Iedontwknow..... BD: ictus ? 

D ---Because I know, my dad quit a couple..... 

P ---At the time of Prohibition...that's when he quit? 

D ---Yes 

R ---.....lived across the street from the hall...... -Mailath's 
P ---That was your uncle? 

R ---That was my uncle. 

P ---That was the other Mailath's. 

R ---Not these Mailaths (that are here now). 

P ---Yes, I know. There was another John Mailath. 

R ---There was another Mailath. And they used to sell whiskey over there. They 


(my parents) would send me....they'd give me a scarf like (to cover the 
whiskey). I didn't know anything, I was young. I'd go after the whiskey 
and hide it in my bloomers and..... 


P ---This was during Prohibition? 
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R ---Yes, and I'd bring it across the street....nobody bothered me..... only 
they told me that when the officers come....I didn't know what that meant. 
Then they (police) would come...... 

P ---To check up. 

R ---Yes, .... then....although my father didn't tell me what to do....when they'd 


tell that the officers were coming, I would go in the bathroom, sit on the 
stool and stay there. They'd (officers) open the door and say, "I'm sorry," 
and they'd leave. And here I was with the whiskey in my bloomers. Isn't 
that something? 


D ---She was a high class bootlegger. 


R ---I was, I was sharp, because I liked my dad. And they used to play cards, you 
know, in the evening, so I didn't get out of there (the men played cards in 
the poolroom and she hung around). When they had a big pot, everybody gave 
me 50 cents or a quarter, something. I always had money. 


(Referring back to hiding the whiskey in bloomers and staying in bathroom) 

R ---They didn't know what I did with it. He couldn't move (after officers entered 
the place, everybody had to freeze). Once they got in, you don't move. They 
don't know what the heck I was doing with it,....the whiskey, but I had it 
in my pants. 


P ---Did that happen more than once? 

R ---Oh, gosh, yes..... more than once. 

P ---Your dad never was picked up then? 

R - ---Never. My dad never was arrested. Never. 

D ---Filared was though. 

R ---Oh, yes, lot of them was. But they wouldn't touch me. They didn't know 


what I was doing. 
P ---You went to the bathroom a lot then. 


R ---I had a nice place to go over there and sit. 


P ---When did your parents die? 

R ---My mother died ... in 1957..'58. I was in Europe in '57. She died a year 
after I came back. My dad....we went to Europe in '63 and my dad died in "64. 

y ---When did they go back to Europe? 

R ---When they went back? When Connie (daughter) was born. In 1924-25. 

P ---And they never came back....they stayed there? Do you know why they went 


back there? 
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R ---Why? Because they had a lot of money and they wanted....they lived 
like kings. 


D ---That was all the attitude of the Romanians. They came to this country. 
They said, "We're going go there, make money, come home and live like..... - 

P ---Yes, but I mean, in their case, they did do that? 

R ---Yes, yes. They went back with big money. 

P ---They lost everything they had when the Communists came? 

R --When the Russians came.... 

P ---When the Russians came. 

R ---My dad bought that machine that...... 

P --- «5 e.sthwashes..... 

R ---...that thrashes, and they had furniture like (in) United States. And 
they have feathers..... 

P 28 gaia QOD cece ds 

R ---I mean, mattresses like here and they had twin beds....real nice...,until 
the Russians took over, and then they (Russians) took everything..... the 


oxen, horses, water buffalo, everything. 
D ---They just.... 


R ---But they had a nice life because I wanted them to come back and they didn't 
want to come back. And then, after Russians.... 


P ---It was too late..... 

R ---....after Russians came, my mother wanted come back but my dad don't want 
to come. 

D ---Same like my uncle Dan. He was a cement finisher, you know. He worked 


on that water tower in Madison Street (for Gary Hobart Water Co)....there 
when they built that. 


P ---Oh, he did? 

D ---Yeh, and he worked..... he went back in 1914....to Romania. 

P ----Then he didn't stay there very long? 

D ---Just to get married and then come back. 

P ---And he came back here? 

D ---No, he didn't because when he got there in 1914, the war had......all the 


turmoil had started. He was a top sergeant in the Romanian Army, so, they 
nailed him. They said, "You not going back. You got to go back in the 
Army." 
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D --- So, then he served it and he never came back to this country. The only 
time I seen him was in 1963 when I was....I only been there, only once. 
He died there (either’ two or few) years ago. My other uncle passed away, 
and I still have an aunt living in Zurich, Switzerland, and she's about 
Ce ee Oh, she's about....... Auntie's about 87 or 89 years old 


R ---Must be. I don't know. 


D ---So, I still have an aunt living in Plymouth....my dad's sister...and when 


my dad left Romania, my aunt left Romania at the same time. She went to Switzer- 


land and he came to the United States. She's been there all these years. 
She's got two girls....of course, they got families and when I went there 
I spent five days with them. I didn't stay with them; I stayed in a hotel. 


P ---Now, when your dad came, you say he was here...When Gary was started in 1906. 
Do you remember....did he tell you very many stories about what he remébered 
about Gary? 

D ---Well, he remembered about Gary...there was this shack that they were living in. 

P ---When did you become a member of the church? 

R ---Since 1920. 

P ---And the Society too? 

R ---The Society too. 

P ---And you paid all these years? 

R ---All these years. I only paid 1.90 a month for the society...that's how 
young I was. 

P ---You mean, that's what you pay now? 

R ---Yes. 

P ---Because that's what you started with? 

R ---I started with quarter. 

P ---You started with a quarter..... for the society? 

R ~--Yes. 

Pp ----What were the church dues, do you remember? 

R ---The dues on the church was $9.00. 

P ---A year? 

R ---Yes. 


P ---Wasn't that for the strana? (church chair stall) 
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R ---No "strana".......I didn't want "strana" (chair stall). I stayed in the 
pew....I was young (chair stalls were originally installed in churches for 
the elderly or handicapped). 


P ---But then there weren't any pews.....at the beginning....there wasn't anything. 
(Except the chair stalls on the sides). 


R ---No. We stood. 
P ---People stood up. 


R ---That's right. But after they installed the pews, I paid..... no, before the 
pews. You know Mrs. Taus? Zinca's mother? And Mrs. Simon, Danny Simon's 
mother? I paid for (those) two....... (for) twenty years. Two "strane" for 
those two people....for Mrs. Taus and Mrs. Anica. It was six dollars a year, 
three dollars for one. And I paid them for twenty years. And then later, 

I bought one for myself and mine was five dollars. 


D ---What do you mean, twenty years? It was longer than that. 
R ---No. 
D ---What do you mean? It's '76 (mow). You mean from '46....... ? 


R ---No. Mrs. Taus died a long time ago. That was finished (that particular 
payment). And then I bought it (my chair stall) and there was jealousy 
among the women. 


(Here there is a reference to Dan by interviewer about membership and pews. It 
is out of context and so is omitted) 


R ---And Mrs. Pantea and Mrs. Silaghi......Mrs. Silaghi had the one next to 
the priest's wife; so it was Mrs. Silaghi, Mrs. Popa - Shorty Popa (Rafira), 
and then I and then Mrs. Pantea next to me. And some got jealous and so 
they started to auction off the seats. And they raised Mrs. Silaghi to 
$20, and she wouldn't let it go. So, they bid her (up to) $20. And (it 
was) only these four....four stalls....(that were in question). 


They came to Mrs. Popa...they didn't raise her. She still paid $5.00. 
They came to me and raised me to $15.00. I wouldn't let it go, even if 
it would have been $20. I didn't care. It's just the principle. They 


wanted to raise us...so....fine..... she had money, I had (money) t@ to 
pay. And we did that way. The rest (of the chair stalls) remained at 
05. OBiua «0 all of them. So, I paid for Mrs. Simon...... long, long time. 


Mrs. Taus died so I didn't pay for it anymore. I paid for Mrs. Simon 
and for mine. 


P ---Did you speak Romanian in the house with your daughter? 
R ---Yes. 
14 ---So, she learned Romanian from you. 


R ---She knéw Romanian and she went to Romanian school and when Fr. Modovan was 


here, she never missed.....never. She could write Romanian. She could 
read Romanian. 
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P ---And I know she could dance Romanian. 

R ---She could dance Romanian. 

P ---I know that. Okay. 

P ---Dan, how about you? Did you speak Romanian at home? 

D ---Yes, that's the only place I learned it...is at home from my folks. 

P ---You never went to Romanian school? 

D ---No. 

P ---But you spoke it in the home all the time? 

D ---Yeh. 

P ---How,about your children....Oh, you didn't have any children. I was 
thinking of your brother and sister. 

D ---They spoke it too. 

D ---They used to play at the dances. (Reference to a band Dan's father was in) 

R ---I would have died if I didn't go to the dances. 

D ---He'd leave my mother....he'd leave my mother at the saloon. It was....she 
po uae my uncle was there. Uncle John Bratu,...my dad's sister, and there 


was.....I don't know....they had three or four bartenders. My dad would 
take off with his fellows....his friends, you know, with the band. They'd 
get on the train to go to Cleveland to play; they'd go to Canton. Half 
the time he wasn't even there (at the saloon). And this Romanian friend 
of ours....his name was Aron Larent, and he was a Bihorian (from Bihor), 
you know, and he used to come over there and they'd (customers) would get 
rough in the saloon. My mother, when she'd see Aron coming in, she'd tell 
them Aron is here. (That usually calmed everybody down). 


R ---Her mother knows him. 
P ---Is that right? 


R ---Everybody knows him. 


D ---Sure, Aron Larent. 
R ---He used to..... 
D ---He lived at your building there, didn’t he? 


P ---I don"t know, maybe I'd know him but I can’t remenber: 
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D ---Well, anyway, he'd come in. He'd beat on the table a couple of times 
and he'd tell....at the bar..... he'd tell these guys to shut up. And if 


they wouldn't, he'd get one by one...he'd collar them one by the other 
and out the door he'd go. 


P ---He was the bouncer. 

D ---He would bounce, yeh. 

R ---Bouncer, yeh. He was big man. 

D ---He was just like a bull, but he was a real good guy. 

R ---Yes, Pearl, I did a lot for the organizations in Gary that..... 

P ---I'm interested in some of the things like...when it started...when you 


started the Society...and the Reuniunia (Ladies Auxiliary)....some of 
those early experiences....what you had to work with...I'm sure you 
didn't have all your facilities that you needed and you had to make do 
with things.... 


R ---Yes. 


P ---So what were some of those things...you had to....of course, they women 
would cook. Did you cook? 


R ---No. (I was) helper. 
P ---Who were the main cooks? 
R ---The main cook, that time, Mrs. Gania and Mrs. Magurean....Vasile Magurean. 


Those were the head cooks, but we was there every minute. I used to 
carry....they'd send me to the store and bring all the stuff for them. 

Then we'd work all day long, and after everything was done, the food and 
all, we'd serve the older women. Because we were younger. And when they 
had the Convention (Treicolorul Society Convention) in Gary for the society, 
we worked for a whole month, day and night. 


P ---Well, what could you do for a whole month? 


R ---For a whole month..... collecting..... taking ads....taking ads from different 
stores. I got prizes. We evewvhad a fur coat. We put it on a raffle.... 
from Green Fur Shop. 


P ---Oh....you remember what year that was? 
That was before the depression? 


R ---Oh, sure...that was way back...way back. And we'd go...there wasn't a 
store in Gary that didn't take an ad. Many times I didn't have anyone to 
go with...I went with Mrs. Dumitru two or three times, but she had a store 
that time too. (Mrs. Victor Dumitru). We had a store too, but I'd leave 
it and go. When the House of Muscat was on 10th there, they always gave 
us something. I never miss those people because I know them. I knew all 
the stores...Blackstone's and all that. We used to get gifts that we 
didn't know what to do with the gifts. That many. We distributed, you 


know, raffle it...they had so many they couldn't raffle ttem all. That many 
we used to collect then. 
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---I know what I wanted to ask you. When you started your grocery store, 
how did you start your grocery store? 


---My grocery store? That's a big spry. John (Nicoara) worked in the mill 
and he made $16 a payday. That was every two weeks - sixteen dollars. 
W, paid $13. rent. 

---That much? 

---Yes, $13.00. 

---For how many rooms? 

---Two. 

---Two rooms? 

---Yes. 

---So that was it. I wasn't satisfied with that kind of life. So, there 
was some guy that wanted sell that little grocery store...it was very 
small......one little room....about like that (gesturing about 9 x 12). 

I had a couch, a little table and a trunk...one of those flat trunks... 
and a stove and that's all. And we used to live behind the store. So, 
that store cost us, I don't know, $300. 

---With all the merchandise? 

---Everything in it. 

---Furniture and everything? 

---Furniture, shelves, groceries, the whole thing. So, he was working in the 
mill. I was running the groceries. So, started little more, little more, 
little more (business got little better and better) so then he quit (the 
mill job). So, we both work in the store for years. I don't know how 
many years, six, seven, eight years. Then we move across the alley from 
there in a building in that Adams buildding...on a side....We was in Jefferson 
in back....the tavern first. When we first bought it....then we moved on 
Adams....and then I have four rooms upstairs and the store was downstairs. 
So we was there a long, long time. And so I work in the store and I have 
Connie there and I used to put Connie....we sleep in the couch and I put 
Connie on the trunk. I made a bed on the trunk, so that's where we started. 

---And then when did you get your building on Jefferson? 

---What Jefferson? 

---1106 Jefferson. 

---Oh, yeh yeh. 


---You forgot that one? 
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R ---Oh, that building. We bought it. 
Pp ---Oh, you didn't build that? You bought it? 
R ---No, we bought it. It was a frame building, and we was there....that where we 


was most......in Jefferson and 11th Avenue. And then it was a frame (building). 
And there was hallways from the front to the back....and room here, room there, 


room there..... I don't know....about seven, eight rooms....a hallway in the 
center. 

P ---Was it a hotel? 

R ---Something like that, I don't know. But after we started the grocery down- 


stairs, we was doing real good. We didn't rent the upstairs at all. And then 
we tore it down. Largura did it, Tony Largura. They contracted (the job)... 
and I don't know.....they cost us quite a bit.....to make two apartments up- 
stairs. Three....?....three upstairs....no, just two....two upstairs.... 
three, because I live in the front, I had the beauty shop in the center, and 
there was another apartment in the back and one downstairs. 


P ---That was just a little two-room (apartment) downstairs, no? 

R ---No, there was four rooms. [I had four rooms upstairs where I live, and there 
was three rooms in the center, and four rooms in the back. And then (John) 
Miller (family) was living there, and after Miller's moved..... (Miller's) 
came from where your mom was.....and whose building was that?.....on Jackson? 

P ---They were in Stefan's house. They lived next door to us. 

R ---Oh, next door? 

P ---Yes, next door. Banatianu, you know, Banatianu (John Stefan from Banat). 

R ---So, then they moved in my place, and so they stayed there quite awhile. And 
then (Nick) Vasu came after Miller. Vasu lived downstairs, and then I opened 
the beauty shop because..... ..-Gusan (Elie Gusan family)......was living there 


.....Mary Gusan with her daughters. And then Gusan moved next door. We 
built.....we a had a lot......(Miron) Oana had one lot and we had the other 
lot (next door). And we want to buy Oana's lot because it was next to the 
building. He wouldn't sell to us, so then we put the building on the other 
side, and then Gusan moved in bigger apartment there. And then I tore dow 
his apartment, and I make a beauty shop. 


i ---When did you start your beauty shop? 

R ---In 30" 6. 

P ---Why did you go into that business when you had a good business in the 
grocery store? 

R ---I got sick. I got real sick, and I couldn't take it, and I went to beauty 
school in Hammond----- six months----- and nobody, nobody knows that I went to 
ecngol..... not even my husband knew. 

P ---Well, how many hours did you go then? 


R ---All day long. 
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P ---How could he not know? 

R ---I didn't tell him. 

P ---But didn't he want to know where you went? 

R ---Yes, he did want to know where I went. I went to the friends (to visit 


friends). I had a good friend, Florence Largura, and her and I....we 
started school. 


P ---Oh, so you went to Hammond. 


R ---So, Florence was driving and I went to Hammond. He knew when I almost 
finished, and then we had a big fight. Because I was this and and I was 
that....But I went anyhow. That time, I didn't care. He do what he want 
to do. And so I had a girl, Sylvia..... came from Europe....was niece to 
Mrs. Oana. Do you remember her? 


P ---Yes, I remember her. 


R ---Well, when Sylvia came from Europe....she came and she took care of Connie, 
and Sylvia was helping in the store and I was going to school. 


P ---Oh, and then you opened the beauty shop? 

R ---Then I opened the beauty shop. And I was working downstairs (in the grocery) 
and upstairs (in the beauty shop). Then I put the girls upstairs..... two 
girls, you know. Helen....... Serbian girl. Her father was the barber.... 
had the barber shop on Adams..... I was good friend of her mother. Her mother 
die young. And so Helen took it (beauty work) up and she came...... and 


another girl....Margie....so I let them over there (to run the beauty shop). 


ly ---....to run the beauty shop. 

R ---And then that Tolpa girl.....Emma Tolpa..... she came after Margie left because 
Margie was young and kind of wild....she was going boy crazy and then Emma 
came. And then I had a girl from Joliet.....Ann..... and I took her. She was 
16 years old when I took her....and she came..... I took her as a girl in the 


house (to do the housework), and she was so crazy about beauty work, she 
didn't know what to do...just to learn. Well, anyhow, I liked the work, and 


I was mixed up with all these inspectors. There was a Greek fellow..... 
URE 5.6 5 a ate he was inspector of the barber shops, and his wife....they used 
to come over....... 


His wife was working for Gress Jeweler in 8th and Broadway. So, Ruby (her 
hame)....and they used to come to...... and Gust always say, "Rose, it's 
opening in Indianapolis for inspector in Indiana for beauty shop. It's a 
good job." Well, I didn't know better, but I tried it. 


P ---You did try it? 
R ---Yes, I went to Indianapolis so they gave me the territory..... all the Indiana. 
So, I lasted six months because I made more money in the beauty shop than..... 


running around and driving. ‘Course, I didn't care. I used to like to drive. 
I'd go in Ft. Wayne; I'd go early in the morning, and I came back in the night. 


P ---Oh, you lived in Gary though. You just travelled. 


R ---Yes, I just travelled. 
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R ---So, then I have to go in Indianapolis two times a month. So, I was on the 
road too much and I leave Connie and Ann home, themselves, and I didn't 
like that. So I told Gust, I said, "Listen, I can't put up with this," 

I say, "If I devote my work in the beauty shop, I could make more money." 
They pay you so much (as inspector) you know, so I wasn't getting enough 
to pay my expenses so I give it up. It wasn't that much of a job. 


Just to inspect the beauty shops...see that everything...I know what they 
supposed to be, and I lasted about eight months. So, Gust say, " Why 
don't you stay and complete the year." I said, "Gust, I can't." 


Then I had a girl friend....you know her. Helen Chelle. 


P ---Yes. 

R ---So, Helen had a beauty shop in 6th and Broadway. We used to be friends with 
the beauty operators all the time, and I told Helen, I say, "Why don't you take 
this job? I don't want it no more." So, Helen say, "If you want to give it 
up, I'll take it." So then Helen took it, and then I got out of it. 

P ---Oh, then you stayed with your beauty shop? 

R ---Then I stayed with the beauty shop (only). 

P ---You had that beauty shop for a long time. 

R ---Sixteen years---21 years, yes. 

P ---That long? 

R ---Yes, 21 years. 

P ---And you liked that work? 

R ---I did like it. 

ly ---You liked that better than grocery store? 

R ---Yes. The grocery was too hard, but when you need the money.....(you will 


work that hard). I took that after I was divorced. I had a big mortgage 
I had to do something to pay that mortgage. And then I invest so much in 
the beauty shop after I started. So, when you need the money, you work 
hard and I had to do it until I got real, real sick. I got real sick. 


P ---Well, you used to work long hours then too (that's why you got sick). 


R ---Yes. I get up at 7 o'clock...that was like a factory..over there....7 o'clock 
to put these bills...I have all the bills from Gary Post and....course, before 
I start in Jefferson, I was in Gary Theatre Building, you know. There was a 
show, you know, on 4th Avenue.... 


P ---Yes (Gary Theatre Building housed the Family Theatre). 
R ---....that's where I first started. 
P ---As a beautician? 


R ---Yeh, I had beauty shop over there. 
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P ---Oh, then you had customers when you opened here on Jefferson? You had a 
following already? 


R ---Yes, at first when I started, I started at the Boston Store for Marie 
Snyder when I got out of school. I left the grocery. I didn't want a 
grocery store. 


P ---Well, (that's understandable since) the grocery store was open at night too, 
wasn't it? 


R ---Yes. And tten I worked for Marie Snyder in Boston Store (on 14th & BroadwayY) 
Then from there, a friend of mine opened a beauty shop on 5th & Tyler....not 
Tyler.....Arthur.....I work for her for awhile and then I open mine, my own. 


D ---There was one thing about our people.....just like my mother said....that 
they worked hard and they kept their place clean and they wouldn't... 
absolutely, in no way, go to the city for help because they considered that 
to be a shame.......they had to go and beg for food. So, they never did do 


that. 

R ---That's the truth. Nobody gave your mom or our parents nothing....never, never 
dime.....because they wasn't such a thing..... they were too proud to go to.... 
(they would never accept or even ask for charity.....) 

D ---Yeh! 

P ---But they still made it. I mean, they didn't starve....they helped each 
other out. 

D ---That's it. 

R ---Yes, yes. 

P ---They helped each other, other people, and they made it on their own. 

R ---Yes, yes. There was very clean people, proud, hard-working people. 

P ---That's right. 

and other countries) 

D ---......peasant had....all the peasants (in Romania) had to offer something. 
Like the Swedes came over here...they were carpenters and our people came 
over fere...... 

P ---They were farmers mostly. 

D ---They were farmers and some went to blacksmithing....some of them went to 
mechanics and stuff like that. And all your countries had contributed 
something. 

R ---Yes, but like she said. This (these) European people built this country 


more than anybody else. 


D ---All of them had something t offer. 
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=--And the ones that are coming now found it all ready, but it was built before.... 
---,...all ready (for them)...... 

---That's right. 

---You're right, you're right, you're right. 


---My dad was from Sapartoc......by Sighisoara...... don't ask me how to spell it. 
I don't know. My mother was from Rachistor. 
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----(Speaking of living in Hot Springs) 
The old Arlington Hotel which was over 100 years old and was all frame..... 
(it) was directly across the street from Fountain Terrace where there were 
rooming houses , which one of them was my dad's.. In 1924 the Arlington 
Hotel burned down, and, ofscourse, it was all wood, it just burned.....it 
burned for three days. They couldn't put it out....they had fire fighting 
equipment from Little Rock and Pine Bluff and all the towns sent all these 
fire trucks in. 
So, then, the Arlington Hotel, when it burned down, the government owned 
that land...that's where the bath houses was...that was government property 
because they leased the ground to Arlington for 99 years and, being that the 
hotel was destroyed....Well, the government wouldn't renew their lease. 
So, they came across the street and bought this whole side of the mountain 
which all these rooming houses was there, and in turn, my dad sold his 
rooming house. And then he bought some land on the other side of town, 
and he built a garage. He started a garage there in 1925. And then he 
operated the garage until '28 and he leased it out and he came back to Gary. 


He built this shop on Jefferson then in 1928, and then we were here from 
then on. 


---You started with him in the garage business right away? 
---Yeh, I was born and raised in the garage, you might say. 
---Your brother too? 


---My brother too. And so we worked...first we worked on Model T Fords and 
Dodges, and the old cars...... 


---So, you've been in the business since '28? 
---Yeh. 

---And then your father died in.....? 

---He died in 1954. 

---But he (had) left Gary before that. 


---Oh, yeh, in.....well, he left Gary in '50, wasn't it(to Rose?) 
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D ---He was there four years...in Hot Springs...before he died. He went back 
to Hot Springs. He remarried again and he went back to Hot Springs and 
that's where he passed away. 


P ---When did your mother die? Did I ask you that? 
D ---Oh, my mother died, within one month that my dad died. 
R ---And we got married in ‘41. 
D ---and we got married in ‘41. 
R ---See, how he remembers? (previous question — Dan could not remember wedding date) 
P ---Now, you remember. Then, your father remarried just four years before 
he died? 
D ---He was single all that other time. He was single.....he had his housekeeper..... 
P ---He didn't marry. Okay, but he had that business until..... 2? 
D ---Getting ack to the dedication of the hall. When......my dad was president 


of the society when they opened it (the hall was new). They had the dedi- 
cation of the hall that day. They......everybody was waiting to go in the 
hall, you know. In those days they'd steal the bride or they'd do something, 
you know,.....you had to pay. (To ransom the bride or whatever, money had 
to change hands). 


So, somebody stole the keys to the hall. Of course, my dad, considering 
he was the godfather of the hall, why he had to come up with $500.00 to 
buy the key back....to let the people go in the hall. 


P ---That much? 
D ---That's right. 
R ---That was big money (then). 
D ---And that was big money those days. 
8 ---Well, the hall was dedicated a year before I came. 


And then we was just next door to the hall. We was at the hall all the time. 


Pp ---You practically lived there. 
R ---I did, because, boy there was dancing, all kind of (recreation)....... 
PD ---You know those days, when somebody passed away, they'd take them down to 


the hall. They'd keep them (the deceased) there...what....? three days? 
and they'd stay day and night with them (people would never leave the body 
alone until the funeral)....there, you know, they'd have the wake. 


P ---And they'd (the people) go downstairs? (At the bar) 


OD ---And they'd go down and they'd play cards and drink and tell stories..... 
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---Do you remember when the hall had the bowling alley? 
---No, I never (knew). 

---You don't? 

---No. 

---My brother used to set pins there. 

---Downstairs? 

---Yeh. 

---I didn't even.....I don’t remember that the hall had a bowling alley. 
---They had a bowling alley. 

---And my brother Johnny used to set pins there, at the hall. 
---Well, why did they take the alleys out? 


---I don't know. That I don't know. They took it out...I don't know----late. 
It wasn't too long because.....who was the manager that time? 


---Because when I started going to the hall, there was© no bowling alley. 


---No, you born after that. You don't remember. You was too young to 
remember that. 


---Now you say that you used to have things going on at the hall all the time. 
The weddings would be on Saturday and Sunday. What would be going on during 
the week? 

---What was going on through the week? Well, they get together... 

---Just...to get together? 

---It wasn't (supposed) ......just a tavern...... 

---(it was supposed to be)....just like the 'trijmd' (cafe) in Romania. 

---The men would go with their wives. 

---Oh, and they'd take the children? 

---And the children. 

---If you were a young girl, you could go alone? 

---You could go. It wasn't anything shameful. No, it wasn't.....you'd go like 
you go visiting....so....to the....to hang around there. The kids would go 


tHOEE...20. you play.....and meet your friends....and it was not ashamed to go 
(to) Romanian Hall. 


---What were the fights about? 


---Hardly nothing. 
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P ---When you went back to Europe, when did you go back the first time? 

R ---In '57. 

P ---In '57. What was your impression when you went back there? 

R ---Very disappointed. 

P ---Why? 

R ---Because we was watched.» Once we got on the border of Romania, we had spies 
behind us every place we want...... and you was..... they tell you not to say 
anything...... not to talk about country..... not to talk about anything..... 


because somebody is in back of you. 


P ---What could you talk about then? 

R ---Well, if you said something against Communism..... 

P ---You could talk about your people, your personal friends, your family life? 

R ---Yes. Well, before I got in there, in Romania, and I guess everybody was 
(treated the same)..... my brother was investigated, my sisters was investi- 


gated, my mother, my dad was investigated...that I was going to Romania 
and why (is) that I'm going there for? 


Well, I didn't see them (my family) in thirty years or more. 


P ---And that's not reason enough? 

R ---No. And then I was..... everybody was telling us that we was Communists. 
Well, I was no Communist, neither my people was. But they live there. They 
have to go along...with everything..... (because) they was there. Like we 


would. We go along with our country. 


And we (would) go in a restaurant....somebody sits behind you...reading the 
paper...to listen what you said. We got to the hotel and they was wired.... 
(the room was wired)....to hear theconversation....what we say. Which... 
Litz Jeorse and L....we discovered ...... "Course we didn't have anything 

to said.....We didn't know anything about there. Well, they took us....the 
heads (Authorities) over there....the government....they was with us....they 


invite us to the Cabinet..... they took us over there.....they give us lunch 
and. ... 
D ---To the Palace.... (the former Palace, now being used by Cabinet). 
R ---Not the palace. 
P ---Was that the Palace that is now...... 
R ----....the Cabinet, and there was Groza, President (Pres. of Comm. Party in Romania) 


and they treat us very, very nice. And they told us about their customs and 
Communism and all that stuff. Which I wasn't interested because I didn't 

know anything about it. I wasn't there to make politics...to get into politics. 
I went there to see my mother and dad...which they ask us. I went to see 

my parents....they were old and I didn't see them over thirty years. 


P ---How did they appear to you when you saw them? Did you recognize them? 
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R ---They wasn't the same people that left this country. My mother was very, 
very old. My dad was old but my dad was little more (spry). 

D ---Well, he was sharp. 


R ---...sharp...than my mother. My mother was going down, down, down, and my 
mother didn't know me. 


P ---She didn't recognize you? 

R ---She didn't recognize me. 

D ---Well, how old was she? How old was your mother? 

R ---My mother was 83. And so she wasn't thinking too much, but she was such a 


lambie, you know, just like a little lamb. And she used to tell the girls, 
my sisters, 'Doamna, doamna,"' (Lady, Fine lady). And the girls told her 
"Don't say 'doamna' anymore. This is Rose.’ She's not a 'doamna'." And 
then she'd come sit by me and (she kept saying tome) "When are you leaving?" 


and "Stay with us longer," and such things. Very little she used to ask me 
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% ---How about the house, the property? 

R ---The property went down (so much) that I didn't recognize...... 

P ---You were very disappointed? 

R ---....they way they ruined everything. They wasn't allowed to fix nothing 
in years. They (people) wasn't allowed to repair nothing. They didn't 
have any more stock (livestock), they didn't have..... (just a) few chickens 
(was all they had)..... 

P ---And everything was very disappointing? 

R ---....very, very run down. 

Pq ---The next time you went was when? 

R ---When I was the next time....was a little more (there was more, people had more). 


...-was a lot better than was the first time. Before...when I was first 
time, you wasn't allowed to buy thread. 


D ---Why don't you tell her the time that you had so much trouble with the luggage. 
R ---Oh, yeh. 

P ---Was that the first trip? 

D ---Yeh, first trip. 

R ---when we went, I took seven steam trunks 

D “mM seess steamer trunks...... 

R ---....and four suitcases. 


P ---You took things for your family? 
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R ---Yes, about ton and a half clothes. 

P ---My gosh! Now, did they let you take them in? 

R ---They didn't stop us to take them in. They cost us a lot, but they put it in 
a warehouse ami they didn't let us have it for three weeks. And we didn't 
know it, and I put even my own clothes....and I stayed with one suit and one 


pair shoes...three weeks. 
P ---Oh, my gosh! 


R ---I didn't have no clothes. So, then, we give you tomorrow, and we give you 
tomorrow, and we give you tomorrow....(they promised to give the trunks and 
suitcases to the travelers the next day, etc., promising this daily for three 
weeks). ...and that was every day, and they didn't give us anything (none of 
our luggage. 


D ---Now that was 18 miles out of Buchurest, and you were going to Brasov. 


R ---So, I went to Bragov to my....my mother was sick. I got the word....they 
know I was there. (Got word in Buchurest from relatives who knew she was 
there). So, my brother, my two sisters came down to Buchurest....three (7) 
sisters---Tincuta, Anica, si George..... oh, Helen.....Tincuta, Anica, Helen 
and George.....come to Buchurest. 


And they stayed with me, and they said my mother is very sick. So then, I 
went to the authorities over there and I told them I have to go home, and I 
did. I took the train, and we went to Brasov. My mother was very, very 

sick. Then, Litz stayed in Buchurest. Then she call up at the post office 
and said, "well, come to Buchurest because they going to give us our clothes." 
So, I took the train and I went back to Buchurest, and then we got our luggage. 


.-..and they let us have it....they stole a lot. 


P ---They did? 
R ---they did steal a lot, but they give us the trunks and the clothes. Then we 
put it (luggage) om a train..... everybody came down, and they put it ona 


train and we shipped them to Feldiora, and everybody had their trunk.... 
because there were seven of them. 


P ---Did they tax those people a lot for...? 

R ---Oh, yes. 

P ---They had to pay more? 

D ---Well, I thought you paid the tax...they didn't pay no tax....when you went 


in with it, did they? You paid the tax. 
R ---I paid the tax. 
D ---They didn't pay nothing. 


R ---No, I paid the tax.,.the duties. 
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P ---Then, you went back in 19? 

R ---'63, with Dan. 

P ---And then you went back in '73? 

R ---In '73. '73 was....I went back with Jenny (sister). 

P ---Then, there was a big difference? 

R ---Oh, yeh...then you could go in the store and buy anything, and they had 


everything. First, they didn't have nothing (first trip). You wasn't 
allowed to buy. Litz had a fellow that went from United States....and she 
met him, and he took us to some kind "American Imports"..and then we 
bought anything we want over there....but (with) American dollars. When 
we was there, we wasn't allowed to give somebody dollar. 


P ---No? 
R ---No, never. But then we went over there to the warehouse and we bought 


everything in American money. Just Litz and me...just two of us...and we 
was fifty of us going (50 on the trip). 


D ---That was in '57. 

R ---That was in '57. 

D ---And well, whan they seen you come in, the first time from America....with 
about 250 of these big trunks....well, that's what teed them off. 

R ---Oh, yeh. Amixkhexyxgokxmadgxkkex 

D ---...and they got mad. They loaded the whole stuff in box cars, took it out, 


put them in this warehouse.....(all luggage shipped to a warehouse). 


P ---And then they could examine them at their leisure. 

D ---Yeh, so they went through (your luggage). If you had two dozen nylons..... 
R ---They wouldn't open it unless you was there (would not open your luggage). 

D ---they took a dozen for themselves. 

R ---They didn't tell us not to take it, and we took all we can take, but they 


didn't open it (luggage) unless we was there, but when we was there, they 
took(everything out) piece by piece by piece. 


D ---and they made two piles (one for them). 


R ---and even the hems on the dresses, they were taken out and the pads in the 
suits...the shouldrpads ...they used to cut them open because people was 
hiding there things....watches, jewelry or whatever. They used to make a 
platform on bottom the trunk and underneath they had everything over there. 
So, you know, one spoiled everybody. (People hid things in clothes and in 
false bottoms in trunks, spoiling it for others). 
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P ---Now you went when? You went in 19 ? 
D ---In '63. 
P ---That's when you met her there? 


D ---Yes. I met Rose there and we spent eight days together. My cousin had come 
to Buchurest......my cousin in Buchurest..and Helen, Rose's sister was there. 
And I was there a day ahead.....I was expecting Rose that evening. I stayed 
there the first night..the next day she was coming in, so I told the fellow at 
the desk that I would like to reserve the room because my wife was coming for 
about three or four days. We wanted to see Buchurest, and he told me to go 
across the street to the Carpati office and I'd have to talk to them, he said, 
because you can only stay one night. 


I said, "What do you mean I can only stay one night? My wife is coming in 
tomorrow night and I want to see something of Buchurest. This is my first 
trip here. I'm American born and I want to see where my folks came from." 


' Well, he said, "You go across the street." So, I walked across the street 
and it seemed like they didn't want me to go anyplace because I walked across 
the street to the Carpati office and they told me the man in charge wasn't 
there.....to come back in an hour. So, they kept postponing it...all day long. 
I kept going across the street in an hour, two hours, one hour, two hours.... 
and I never did get the room. So, finally, at 4 o'clock......and I even 
offered this guy, this top man there, I offered him a twenty-dollar bill. 
He almost jumped over the desk, you know, he's scared somebody was going to see him. 


R ---No, you can't give the dollars. Now you can. (You could not use American money 
in—that—way. You had to change to Romanian money). 


D ---So, he said, "Everything is all fixed. Your wife is coming in. She's got a 
room for one night. She'll come and stay with you." And that was their 
gimmick... they kept me there all day. I never got to see any of Buchurest. 


But when I come in from Switzerland (from visiting a cousin in Zurich), I had 
brought....well, I bought a lot of stuff in Paris and France, and Rose wanted 
me to get some scarves and some gloves and .....to bring back to America. 

Of course, if the Romanian customs would have caught this stuff, I would have 
had to leave it there.....pay duty on it.....and if I left it, there ...... 
maybe I wouldn't have found it when I got back. (leave at customs until ready 
to leave country). 


So, when I got there, they were real nice because....I came in myself, and 
they had a man that came in from the Carpati Travel Agency. He met me, and he 
said he had a chauffeur with a car outside and he would take me to the 

hotel as soon as I got through customs. 


And so, I went in to customs. I thought.....boy, I got this stuff and I want 
to check it through there....I want to wait till I came back to the S;ates... 
(want to check it through customs and then get to hotel to check it out and 

see what he had bought before he left the country). So, anyway, I see a 
Romanian customs (man). He was over in the corner. There was a big line to 
the right....in front. Well, (I thought) I'll take a chance on him. 


Well, I had two caryying cases and two suitcases and so I walked up to him 
and I put these two carrying cases on the counter and I told him..... 
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D ---I says..."Now I'm awful hungry. I didn't have anything to eat. I just come 
from Zurich. I want to get to the restaurant." ‘Course I talked in Romanian, 
tthe best I could. And so he said, "What you got in the bags?" And I opened 
one bag. I had razor blades and pencils, ball point (pens), stuff like that. 
So, I just started sticking my hand in there, and I was shoving it in his 
pocket over the counter. He said, "What are you doing?" 


I said...."Like I told you. I'm hungry! I want to get something to eat." 


He said, "What you got in the two big bags?" I said, "The same thing." He 
put the stamp on it; I walked out. 


P ---That was easy. 


D ---So, the only thing was that I had the movie camera and my camera, and they 
got the serial numbers off it too. I had to bring them back, which I wanted 
to do anyway. 


P ---Yet you were carrying those, so they could see them. 


D ---So, anyway, like I say, I got to the hotel and this fellow took me in, he 
checked me in, he took me across the street to the bank, and I cashed..... 
He showed me where to go to cash money to get Romanian money. And he 
showed me where a restaurant was. Then he said, "Now you're on your own." 
And I shook hands with him and he left. 


So, anyway, next day, like I said, it was just this pushing around that I got 
and I was a little disgusted. Well, when Rose came in, they came in about 
8:30 - 9 o'clock. Soy anyway, they hadn't come in.....one bus had come in 
but they hadn't come in. They were at the airport for about two hours. I 
thought, what the heck are they doing there that long. So I called the 
airport, you know. In the meantime, there was a woman standing on the corner, 
and she says to me..(I was waiting for the bus---she says to me, "Are you Dan?" 


I says, "Yeh." "W,11, I'm Helen. I'm Rose's sister." So I met her there. 
P ---On the street? Isn't that something? 
D ---Yes, because I called Bragov. I called her pbone number and 


answered the phone......(they told me)...that Helen had come in the night 
before, but I didn't know where to reach her, you know. She was there the 
day before I got there. 


P ---She could have helped you out. 


D ---So, anyway, my cousin that was here....Eli's....what's her name...? 
R ---Anisoara 
D ---Anisoara. She had reserved us a suite at the Hotel Brasov there. She said 


"That's the only thing. I had to get you a suite." I couldn't get you a room; 
I couldn't find..." (Dan asked) How much? Well, she said, "It's a lot of money." 


"WA1, how much is a lot of money?" 


"100 lei." 


Dobry 
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---That's only ten dollars.....nine dollars. I says, "Good. Then we'll keep 
it for the time we're going to be here.....nine days." Well, (directed to 
Rose) you stayed there, didn't you? After I left? 


---No. 
---You went to Helen's? 
---I went to Helen's. 


---So, anyway, we got there (Brasov)......nice place. Of course, her husband, 
the doctor, he's retired. He waited for you (to Rose). He had a big bouquet 
of flowers. But I was anxious to get to the hotel. When I got to the hotel, 
why the manager, this clerk or manager, he give us a little tough time. He 
says, "Well, you got a room for the night, and you can't stay any more." 


So, I asked my cousin, "What's the deal here?" 
She says, "Well, you can only stay tonight." 
I said, "What do you mean, stay tonight?" 


But she says, "I know the woman in charge," She was the head Communist there 
in Brasov. And she was the head of all the hotels......as a matter of tact. 
she had four/five men secretaries working the place, but she was the boss. 


So, she (my cousin) says, "I know her and we'll go talk to her in the 
morning, early."' So we went in to talk to her, and my cousin started 
crying and pleading and almost got on her knees to beg her so we could have 
the place for the nine days. 


So, she (the woman manager)......"No way, no way.....you got to get out 
tonight." 


So then Rose started talking to her, and Rose told her that after all, the 
first time I'd been there. Well, "I can't help it. We got 90 Germans 
coming in tonight and they got to have rooms for overnight." 


So, I told Rose, "Now you finished?" And I told my cousin, "Now let me do 
a little talking." So, I asked this woman, I said, "You like cigarettes?" 


"Oh, yes."" Well, cigarettes was the thing, you know......had a gift about it. 
(That was a very valuable gift.....useful in certain circumstances). 


So I give her a couple packs cigarettes, and I told her, "Now, I'1l tell 
you. I just came from Paris and Switzerland, and I came to Romania to see 
where my folks come from, but," I said "I'll tell you what. I was never so 
disappointed in my life...coming into this country. The treatment that you 
get from you people is out of this world. It's terrible." 


(She said) "Well, now, we can't help it." 
? 


I says, "I'll tell you one thing. You were so afraid that we weren't going 
to pay our way, so we had to deposit $300 or $500, I don't know what it was.. 
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---$300.00. 


---".....to guarantee to pay our bills there. Now you got my money and you 
won't even let me stay in that hotel. I'm going to be here eight days 
and you want me.....I'm going to stay there one night and yot'd put me 
out in the street. Where am I going to go? I don't have anybody here. 
And I'm not going to live just anyplace. And, " I said, “tomorrow 
morning I'll be on the train to Buchurest and I'm going to get me an 
airplane and go back to the United States. If somebody tells me they want 
to come back to Romania, I'm going to tell them they're crazy." 


She said, "Just a minute." And I started cussing a little bit in Romanian. 
I can do that too. So, she got on the phone, she called Buchurest. She 
told them that she had some people here from America. They wanted to stay 
eight days or nine days, in the hotel. She didn't know what to do. And 
they told her to call.....she made two telephone calls. 


---Gee whiz, what complications for a little room! 


---That's right. She made three telephone calls and finally she said, "Well, 
you're all set. You can stay as long as you want, and here's your money too." 


She counted out the $300 that I had made the deposit......"here's your 
money too." 


And I said, "Will you do me another favor?" 
(She said) "What is that?" 


"Well, the manager you got in that hotel....he's very snotty and sarcastic. 
Will you call him up and tell him that Im paying for that room up there. 
I'm a customer of his." 


She said, "Just a minute." She got on the phone, she called him up. Do 
you know.....we left....when we went around the corner and started in to 
the door, he was behind the counter. He come running out from behind the 
counter, he opened the door for us, put us in an elevator, and sent us up- 
stairs. From then on we didn't have any problems at all. 


---In other words, you have to act tough. 


’ DOBRY Page 44 


ZINCA MUSCAN NICOARA DOBRY 


Daughter of Georghe Muscan and Ana Muscan 
Originally from Feldiora near Brasov 

Came to United States in August of 1919 
Changed name to "Rose" after arriving here 


Married John Nicoara in 1921 

Had one daughter, Cornelia Virginia, in 1924 
Divorced in 1935 

Married Dan Dobry June 1, 1941 

No other children 


Cornelia, known as Connie, married John Chickerneo from Pittsburgh 

Graduated from Froebel High School and Indiana University 

Has degree as elementary teacher and special education (sam has 5 different 
licenses to teach) 


Husband working as teacher at Hiland Park High School, Hiland Park I1] 


They have three sons 
Leon JOM = Walgn¥2PoY indsey Ann - 3 yrs old 
Son - J. John = 6 mos. 
Assistant principal at Elmhurst High School, Elmhurst, I1] 
Secured degree from So. Dakota University, in Education 


Alan Lee — Also degree in teaching 
Married - wife Holly — no children 
In New York 


Carey Lawrence — not married 
Graduate from Rutgers in Dramatics and Theatre 
Working for an advertising agency in Ohicago 
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Dan Nicholas Dobry son of John and Marie Dobra (name changed to Dobry) 
Two years high school Lew Wallace 


Brother — John Dobry Jr - also two years at Lew Wallace 
Married - wife Betty 
Two children, Robert (married) and Elaine (married) - both Lew Wallace graduates 
Elaine went to Cons. of Mysic - Chicago 


Sister - Doris Marie (Roy) Wilson - lives in Ontario, California since 1948 
no children 


Miscellaneous information 
Dan learned to drive when he was ten years old = took his mother fishing in 


Hot Springs -— they caught 40/50 blue gills, etc. 


Father, John, closed tavern when Prohibition ended - rented a farm (Gramer Farm) 
in Ross Township for two years - talked to a black who told him about Hot 
Springs, Arkansas = went there in 1919 
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